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THE 
Life and Adventures 


ROXANA, 


The FoxTunaTE MISTRESs, or, 
Moſt Unnaeey Wir. 
IN THREE PARTS. 


CONTAINING, 


I. An Account of her Birth in France, and coming 
to England. —II. Her marriage in London with a | 
Bre ver, who run out of his Eſtate, and leſt her with = 
five Children.— III. Hercohabiting with her Land- 3 
lord; their Journey to Paris, where he was robbed „ 
and murdered. IV. Her being fell in Love with 
by the Prince of ſeeigg her huſband in | 


* 
— 
* 


* 


the Gens d'arms Guafd;-ThePrince leaves her, ce. 
—V. The Dealings The had with a Dutch Mer: 
chant and a Jew, the latter of whom wanted to de- Xt 
fraud her of a great part ofher jewels: her going to 
Rotterdam, where ſhe ſees the Dutch Merchant, to 
hom ſhe ſoon after became a Bedfellow.—V j. Her 
Return to England, where ſhe had the Name of 
Roxana. Her Marriage with the Dutch Merchant 
in London, who was naturalized and created a Ba- 
ronet. The Miſeries ſhe and her Maid Amy aſter- 
wards fell into. Rs 
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HE hiſtory of this Beautiful Lady muſt ſpeak for 
itſelf: if it is not as beautiful as the Lady her- 

elf is reported to be; if it is not as diverting as 

the reader can defire, and much more than he can rea- 
ſonably expect; and if all parts of it are not adapted to 
the inſtruction and improvement of the reader, the Re- 
lator ſays, it muſt be fr:m the defect of his performance, 


dreſſing up the flory in worſe cloaths than the Lady, 


au hoſe words he ſpeaks, prepared it for the world. 


He takes the liberty to ſay, that this flory differs from 


moſi of the modern performances of this kind, in this 
great and eſſential article, that the foundation of this 
is laid in truth bf fad ; and ſo the work is not a Story 
bat a Hiſtory. , 


The ſcene is laid ſo near the place where the main 


part of it was tranſated, that it was neceſſary to con- 


ceal names and perſons; leb what cannot yet be entirely 


forgot, ſhould be recollected, and the facts traced back 
. too plainly, by many perſons yet living, wha would 


know the perſons by the particulars. 
In the manner ſhe has told the flory, it is evident foe 


does not pretend to her own juſtification in any one part 


of it ; much leſs does ſhe recommend her conduct, or in- 


deed any part of it, except ber xepentance, to our imi- 
tation. | 


It is true ſhe met with unexpedted ſucceſs in all her 


awicked courſes ] but even in the higheſt elevations of 
her proſperity, ſhe makes frequent acknowledgmentsthat 


- the pleaſure of her wickedneſs was not worth the re- 


pentance ; and that all the ſati: faction ſhe had, all the 
y in view of her proſperity, all the awealth he roauled 
| * i 
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in, the gayety of ber appearance, FY equipages and the 


honrar fe was attended with, could not quiet her mind, 
abate the reproaches of her conſcience, or procure hor 
an hour's ſleep, wobengu/? refletions kept her aua lin 

If there bz any parts in her ſlory, which being ps > - 

ed to relate a wicked action, ſeem to deſcribe it too 
plainly, all imaginable care has beentaken. to weep clear 
of indecencits and immodcft expreſſions ; and "tis hoped 
nothing <will be found to prompt a wicious mind, hut 
every where much to diſcourage and expoſe it, 

Scenes of wickedneſs can ſcarce be repreſented in ſuch 
a manner, but ſome may make a criminal uſe of them ; 
but when vice is painted in its, odious colours, it 
is not to make people in louie with it, but to abbor it; 
and if the reader make a wrong uſe of the figures, the 
avickedneſs is his own.” 

In the mean time the advantages of the preſent wvark 
are /o great, and the wirtuous reader has rom for jo 
muck improvement, that wwe make ng queſtion, the ſtory, 
bowever meanly told, will find a paſſage to his 0 
hours, and be read with profit and. cel bt: 


"THE 


J ST IF 2 


T U K 
ADVENTURES 
e 
R GO R. A N A. 


EAR T I. 
nr. 1. 


The birth, parentage, education, and marriage of N 
ana, with a brief hiſtory of her life to the elopement 
of ber huſband ; who leaves her with five children, 
The fidelity of Amy her maid-ſervant ; by whoſe 
means her children are provided for. 

Was born, as my friends told me, at the city of 

Poitiers, in the province or county of Poictou, 
io France; from whence I was brought by 
my parents, who fled for their religion, to England, 
about the year 1083, when the proteſtants were ba- 


niſhed from France. 


I, who knew little or nothing of what I was 
brought over hither for, was well cnough pleaſed 
with being here : London, alarge anc gay city, took 
with me mighty well,; and I retained nothing of 
France but the language. 

My father and mother being people of better ſaſ- 
hon than ordinarily the people called refugees at 
that time were; and having fled early, while it was 
ealy to ſecure their effects, had, before their coming 
over, remitted conſiderable ſums of money; ſo that 
he was far ſrom applying to the reſt of our nation 
that were here for countenance'or relief. On the con- 
trary, he had his doors continually crouded with 
| A 3 þ num 


(n 
numbers of the poor ſtarving creatures, fled hither 
for ſhelter on account gf conſcience. \ 

I was about eleven years old when I was brought 
over hither: as I have ſaid, my father was in very 
good circumſtances, and died about eleven years af- 
ter. In that time I had accompliſhed myſelf for the 
ſociable part of the world, and got acquainted with 
ſome of our Engliſh neighbours, as is cuſtomary in 
London. White I was young, I had picked up 
three or four play-fellows and companions, ſuitable 
to my years; ſo, as we grew bigger, we learnt to 
call one another intimates ard friends: and this very 
much forwarded the finiſhing me for converſation, 

I went to Engliſh ſchools, and, being young, learnt 
the Engliſh tongue perfecily well, with all the cuſ- 
toms of dhe Engliſh young women; nor did I ſo 
much as keep any remains of the French-language 
tagged to my way of ſpeaking, but ſpoke what we 
call natural Engliſh, FT 

I was, at about fourteen years of age, tall and well 
made ; ſharp as a hawk, in mattersof common know- 
lege; quick and ſmart in diſcourſe ; apt to be ſatyri- 
cal; full of repartee; and a little too forward in con- 
verſation; and, as we call it in Engliſh, bold, tho 
perfectly modeſt in my behaviour. Being French 
Horn, I danced, as ſome ſay, naturally, loved it ex- 
tremely, and ſung well alfo; and ſo well, that it was 
of ſome advantage to me afterwards. 

At about fifteen years of age, my father gave me 
25000 livres, that is to ſay, 2000 l. ſterling, and 
- married me to an eminent brewer in the city. Par- 

don me if I conceal his name, for, tho' he was the 
foundation of my ruin, I cannot take ſo ſevere a re- 
venge upon him. | 1 

With this thing called a huſband, I lived eight 
years in good faſhion, and for ſome part of the time 
kept a coach, that is to ſay, a kind of mock coach; 
for all the week the horſes were kept at work in the 
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dray-cart, but on Sunday I had the privilege to go 


abroad in my chariot, either to church, or elſewhere, 
as my huſband and I could agree about it- 


Before ' proceed in the hiſtory of the married part 
of my life, you muſt allow me to give as impartial an 
account of my huſband, as I have done of myſelf. He 
was a jolly handſome fellow, as any woman need wiſh 
for a companion; tall and well made; rather a little 
too large, but not ſo as to be ungenteel ; he danced 
well, which, I think, was the firſt thing that brought 
us together. He had an old father that managed the 
buſineſs, ſo that he had little of that part lay on him, 
but now and then to appear and ſhew himſelf. He 
went abroad, kept company, hunted much, and loved 
it exceedingly. | 

After I have told you he was a handſome man, and 
a good ſportſman, I have indeed ſaid all; and unhap- 
py was I, like other young people of our ſex, I choſe 
him for being a handſome jolly fellow, for he was 


otherwiſe a weak empty-headed, untaught creature, 


as any woman could deſire to be coupled with. And 
here I muſt take the liberty, whatever I have to re- 
proach myſelf with in my after cond uct, to addreſs 
myſelf to the young ladies of this country, by way 
of precaution : if you haveany regard to your future 
happineſs, any view of living comfortably with a 
huſband, never, ladies marry a fool ; with ſome other 


huſbands you may be unhappy, with a fool you muſt 


be miſerable; nay if he would, he cannot make you 
eaſy ; every thing he does is ſo auk ward, every thin 

he ſays ſo empty, that a woman of any ſenſe muſt be 
ſurfeited and fick of him twenty times a day. What 
is more ſhocking than for a woman to bring a hand- 


ſome comely fellow of a huſband into company, and 


then be obliged to bluſh for im whenever ſhe hears 
him ſpeak ? to hear other gentlemen ſpeak ſenſe, and 
he able to ſay nothing, and ſo look like a fool; or, 
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which is worlie. Nd him talk nonſence, and ſo be 
laughed at for one. Therefore, ladies, take any 
thing but a fool: nay, be any thing; be even an old 
maid, the worſt of nature's curſes, zather than mar- 
ry a fool. 

In the firſt place, he was a conceited fool; every 
thing he ſaid, was right, was belt, was moſt to the 
__ parpole, whoever was in company, or whatever was 


dvanced by others, tho' with the greateſt modeſiy 


imaginable, and yet, when he came to deſend what 
ke had ſaid, by argument and reaſon, he would do 
it ſo weakly, ſo empiily, ſo nothing to the purpoſe, 
that it was enough to make any body who heard him 
tick and aſhamed of him. 

Secondly, he was poſitive and obſtinate, and the 
moſt poſitive in the moſt ſim ple inconſiſtent things, 
tuch as it was intollerable to bear. 

Theſe two articles, if. there had been no more, 


qualified him to be a moſt unbearable creature for a 


huſband; and ſo it may be ſuppoſed, at firſt fight, 
what a kind of a life I led with bim: however, I 
did as well as I could, and held my tongue, which 
was the only victory I gained over him. 

After I had been married about four years, my fa- 
ther died, my mother having been dead before. He 
had ſo little reafon to be ſatisfied with the conduct 
of my hnſband, that though he left me 5000 livres, 
yet he left it in the hands of my elder brother, who 
running on too raſhly in his adventures, as 2 mer- 
chant, failed, and loſt not only whathe had, but my 
legacy too. 

Within two years after my father's death, my huf- 

band's father alſo died, and, as { thought, left him 
a conſiderable addition to his eſtate, the whole trade 
of the brewhouſe. 


But this addition to his ſtock was his ruin, for be 


had no genius to, bufineſs ; he had no knowlege of 
his accounts; ke buſt ed indeed a little about it at fcſ 


8 

5 and put on a face of buſineſs, but he ſoon grew ſlack. 
It was below him to inſpe& his books, he committed 
all that to his clerks and book-keepers ; and while 
he found cafh to pay his maltman and the exciſe, and 
put ſome in his pocket, he was perfectly eaſy and in- 
dolent, let the main chance go how it would. 

However, to cut ſhort a dull ſtory, he began to 
find his trade ſunk, his ſtock declined, and that he 
could not carry on his buſineſs, and once or twice his 
brewing utenſils were ſeized. upon for the exciſe. 

This alarmed him, and he reſolved to lay down 
his. trade, which; indeed, I Was not ſorry for. I was © 
willing he ſhould draw out while he had ſomething 
left, teſt I ſhould come ta be ſtript at home, and be 
turned out of doors with my children ; for I had now 
five by him ; the only thing, perhaps, that fools are 
good for. | if 2 

I thought myſelf happy when he got another man 
to take bis brewhoufe off his hands; for payii 
down a large ſum of money, my huſband found him- 
ſelf a clear man, all his debts paid, and between two 
and three thouſand pounds in his pocket; and being 
now obliged ta remove from the.brewhouſe, we took 
a houſe at Epping. 

I propoſed to him either to buy ſome place with 
the money, or with part of it, and offered to join my 
legacy to it, which was then in being, and might 
have been ſecured; fo we might have lived tolerably, 
at leaſt during his life. Bad he neglected it, lived on 
as he did before, and nothing was done. The mo- 
ney decreaſed apace, and I ſaw my ruin baſtening on 
without any poſſible way to prevent it. FIC en 
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It was not above three vears that all the ready mo- 
ney was thus ſpending off; When, one morning, my 
huſband told me.he was ſenſihle we wee Caine to a 
"miferable condition, and he would go and ſeek "his 
fortune ſomewhere or other. He, however, ſtaid at 
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home all that day, and lay at home that night. Ear- 
ly the next morning he gets out of bed, goes to a 
window which looked out towards the ſtables, and 
ſounds his French-horn ; which was his uſual fignal 
to call his men to go out a hunting. It was about 
the latter end of Auguſt, and ſo was light at five o 
clock, which was the time I beard him and his two 
men go out, and ſhut the yard-gates after them. 
It muſt be a little ſurpriſing to the reader, to tell at 
once, that after this, I never ſaw my huſband more, 
nor ever heard from him or of him, neither of either 
of the two fervants, or the horſes, what became of 
them, or whether they went, no more than if the, 
ground had opened and ſwallowed them all up, and“ 
nobody had known it. | 
TI was not, the firſt night or two, at all ſurpriſed, 
nor very much the firſt week or two, believing if any 
thing evil had befallen them, 1 ſhould ſoon enough 
have heard of that; and alſo knowing that he had 
two ſervants and three horſes with him, it would be 
the ſtrangeſt thing in the world that any thing could 
1 them all, but I muſt, ſome time or other, hear 
OT it. | 
It is eaſy to fuppoſe, that, as time run on, 'I was 
dreadfully frighted ; and the more when ] looked in- 
to my own circumſtances, and conſidered the condi- 
tion in which I was left. What to do, or whom to 
have recourſe to, I knew not; to keep the houſe'I 
could not, the rent was too great; and to leave it 
without my huſband's order, if be ſhould return, I 
could not think of, ſo that I continued extremely per- 
plexed, melancholy, and diſconſolate. 

I remained in this dejeQed condition near a twelve- 
month. My huſband had two ſiſters, who were mar- 
ried, and lived very well, and ſome other near rela- 
tions that I knew of, who I hoped would do ſome- 
thing for me. Theſe I frequentiy ſent to, to know 
if they could give me any account of my vagrant 


5 
creature, but they all declared to me in anſwer, that 
they knew nothing of him. 
I had ſome plate and ſome jewels, as might be 
ſuppoſed, my former circumſtances conſidered ;_and 


my huſband, who had not ſtaid to be diſtreſſed, had 


not been put to the neceſſity of rifling me, as huſ- 
bands generally do in ſuch caſes. But as I had ſeen 
an end of all the ready money, during the long time 
1 had lived in a ſlate of expectation, ſo I began to 
make away with one thing after another, till thaſe 
few things of value which I had began to leſſen apace 
and I ſaw nothing but miſery and the utmoſt diſtreſs 
before me. - | x 

As I have ſaid I ſent to his relations, but they re- 
turned ſhort and ſurly anſwers ; nor did any one of 
them offer to come to ſee me or the children, per- 
ceiving we were likely to be ſoon troubleſome to 
them. But it was no time now to dally; I went 
myſelf among them, and opened my whole circum- 
ſtances to them. But it was all one, I received not 
one farthing of aſſiſtance from any body, was hardly 
aſked to fit down at the two ſiſters houſes, nor of- 
ſered to eat or drink at two more near relations. The 
fifth, an antient gentlewoman, aunt-in-law o my 
huſband, 2 widow, and the leaſt able of any of the 
reſt, did, indeed, aſk me to fit down, gave me a 
dinner, and refreſhed me with kinder treatment 
than any of the reſt. 2h ſ 

Here I relieved myſelf by tears ; for relating how 
I was received by the other of my huſband's relation, 
I cried vehemently for a great while together, till I 
made the good old gentlewoman cry ſeveral times. 

There was a poor woman that had been a kind of 
a dependant 55 0 our family, and to whom I had of- 
ten been very kind; my maid put it into my head, 
one morning, to {end to this woman, to ſee whether 
2 might not be able to help me in this dreadfub 


2 


I muſt remember it here, to the praiſe of this poor 
girl my maid, that tho' I was not able to give her 
any wages, and had told her ſo, nor was able to pay 
her the wages I was in arrears to her, yet ſhe would 
not leave me. . 
Amy (for that was her name) put it into my head 
to ſend for this poor woman to come to me, and I 
reſolved to do ſo: but the very morning I intended 
it, the old aunt, with the poor woman in her com- 
pany, came to ſee me; the good old gentlewoman 
was heartily concerned for me, and had been talking 
again-among theſe people to ſee what ſhe could do 
for me, but to very little purpoſe, x | 
Vou may judge a little of my diftreſs by the poſ- 

ture they found me in. I had ſent Amy out with a 
filver ſpoon, to ſell it, and bring home ſomething 
from the butcher's; and I was in a parlour, fitting 
on the ground, with a great heap of linen, old rags, 
and other things about me, looking them over, to ſee 
if there was any thing among them to-payn or ſell 
ſor a little money, and had been crying ready to 
burſt myſelf, thinking what I ſhould do next. 
At this juncture they knocked at the door, and 
thinking it had been Amy, I did not riſe up, but 
one of 'the children let them in, and they came di- 
realy into the room where I was fitting. I was ſur- 
pom at their coming, eſpecially ſeeing the perſon 
had juſt before reſolved to ſend for. But when they 
faw my eyes ſwelled with ctying, and what a condi- 
tion the houſe was in, and the heaps of things that 
were about me, and eſpecially when I told them what 
I was doing, and on what occaſion, they fat down 
like Job's three comforters, and ſaid not one word to 

= = a great while, but cried as faſt and heartily as 

After theſe two good creatures had fat in filence 
me time, my maid Amy eame in, and brought a 
{mall breaſt of mutton; and two large bunches of tur- 


6130 

nips, which ſhe intended to ſtew for our dinner. My 
heart was ſo overwhelmed at ſeeing theſe two friends, 
and at their ſeeing me in ſuch a condition, that I fell 
into another violent fit of crying, and could not ſpeak 
to them for a good while longer.. 2 

During my being in ſueh an agony, they went to 
my maid, at another part of the ſame room, and 
talked to her. Amy told them all my circumſtances, 
2nd ſet them forth ſo to the life, that I could not, on 
any terms, have done it like her myſelf, Upon hear- 
ing her account, they came to this reſolution ; that 
the children ſhould be carried to the door of one of 
my huſband's relations, and be ſet down there by 
Amy, and that I ſhould remove for ſome days, and 
ſhut up the doors; that the people ſhould be told, 
that if they did not think fit to take ſome care of the 
children, they might ſend for the churchwardens, if 
they thought that better ; for they were born in that 
yariſh, and there they muſt be provided for; as for 
the other child, which was born in the pariſh of 
that was already taken care of by the pariſh officers 
there. 8545 2 
I his was what theſe good women propoſed, and 
bad me leave the reſt to them. I was, at firſt, ſadly 


afflicted at the thoughts of parting with my children, 


eſpecially at the thought of their being taken into 
the pariſh keeping. But at laſt I agreed to go gut of 
the houſe, and leave the whole management of the 
matter to my maid and them and the ſame aſter- 
noon they carried them all away to their aunt s 


11 


Amy, a reſolute girl, koocked at the door with the 


children all with her, ard bade the eldeſt, a+ ſoon as 
the door was open, run in, and the reſt after her. She 
ſet them all down at the door before ſhe kic cked, and 
when the maid ſervant came to the door, ſweetcheart, 
{aid ſhe, pray go in, and tell your miſtreſs, here are, 
her little couſins come from Epping to ſce her. at 
which the girl offered to go back. Here, child, ſays 
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Amy, take one of them in your hand, and III 
bring the reſt; ſo ſhe gives her the leaſt, and the 
wench goes in mighty innocently, with the young 
one in hey hand ; upon which Amy turns the reſt in 
after her, ſhuts che door ſoftly, and walks off asfaſt 
as ſhe could. | | 
While the maid and miſtreſs were quarrelling, for 
her miſtreſs raved and ſcolded like a mad-woman, had 
ordered her to go and ſtop Amy, and turn the chil- 
dren into the ſtreet ; but ſhe had been at the door, 
and Amy was gone. and the wench was out of her 
wits, and the miſtreſs too. I ſay, juſt at this juncture 
came the poor old woman, and knocks at the door. 
When ſhe came into the houſe, the miſtreſs was rage- 
ing and fuming like one diſtracted, calling the maid 
all the fooliſh jades and ſluts ſhe could think of, and 
threatening to turn the children all out into the ſtreet. 
The good woman ſeeing her in ſuch a paſſion, turned 
about, as if ſhe would be gone again, and ſaid, ma- 


dam, I will come another time, 1 ſee you are en- 


paged. No, no, miſtreſs, ſays madam, I am not 
much engaged, ſic down. This ſenſeleſs creature has 
brought in my ſooliſh brother's whole houſe of chil- 
dren upon me; but it ſhall be no diſturbance to me. 
T Fave ordered them to be ſet in the ſtreet, and ſo let 
- the churchwardens take care of them, or elſe make 
this dull jade carry them back to Epping, and let her 
that brought them into the world look after them, if 
ſhe will 6163 

This laſt indeed, had. been the beſt of the 
two, ſays the poor woman, if it had been to be done, 
and that brings me to tell you my errand, and the 
occafion of my coming, and to have prevented this 
being put upon you, if I could ; but I ſee I am come 
too late. | : 

How do you mean too late, ſays madam ? what 
you have been concerned in this affair then? what 
have you helped to bring this family Nur upon us ? 


8 

I hope you do not think ſuch a thing of me, 
madam, ſays the woman; but I went this morn- 
ing to Epping to ſee my old miſtreſs and benefactor, 
for ſhe had been very kind to me, and when I came 
to the door I found all faſt locked, and the houſe 
looking as if nobody lived in it. | 
\ I knocked at the door, but nobody came; at laſt. 
ſome of the neighbours ſervants called to me, and ſaid, 
there's nobody lives there, miſtreſs! what do you 
knock for ? I ſeemed ſurpriſed at that : what, nobody 
live there! ſaid I: what d'ye mean ! does not mrs. 
—— live there? the anſwer was, no, ſhe is gone. 
Then I parlyed with one of them,and aſked her, what 
Was the matter. Matter, ſaid ſhe, why "tis matter 
enough, the poor gentlewoman has lived there all a- 
lone, and without any thing to ſubſiſt her, a long 
time, and this morning the landlord turned her out 
of doors. Out of doors! ſaid I, what with all her 
children? poor lambs! what is become of them ? 
Why truly, ſaid ſhe, nothing worſe can come to em, 
than ſtaying here, for they were alm oſt ſtarved with 
hunger : but the neighbours, ſeeing the poor lady in 
ſuch diſtreſs, - for ſhe ſtood wringing her hands, and 
crying over the children like one diſtracted, ſent for 
the churchwardens to taxe care of the children; and 
they took the youngeſt, which was born in this pariſh, | 
and have got a good nurſe ; But as for the other four 
they have ſent them to ſome of their father's relations, 
who are ſubſtantial people, and who live in the pa- 
riſh where they were corn. | 

I was not ſo ſurpriſed at this, as not preſently to 
ſee that this trouble would be brought upon'you or 
mr. ; ſo I came immediately to bring you word 
of it, that you might be prepared, but I ſee they have 
been too nimble for me. And another of the neigh- 
bours told me, that when they took her children from 
her ſhe ſwooned away, and when they recovered her 
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From that, ſhe run diſtracted, and is put into a mad - 
huouſe by the pariſh. | 

While the poor woman was telling this diſmal-ſto- 
ry, in came the gentle woman's huſband, and though 
her heart was hardened againſt pity, yet the good 
man was quite ſoftened by the relation of the cir- 


cumſtances of the family; and when the had done, 


he ſaid to his wife, this is a diſmal caſe, my dear, in- 
deed, and ſomething muſt be done. His wife fell a 
raving at him; ſays ſhe, do yon want to have four 
children to keep? have we not got children of our 
own? No, no, let them go to the pariſh. 

My dear, fays her haſband, I won't have a blot 
lie upon the family, Come, ſay no more, T'll fee 
what can be done, p A tho 
D pon this, he ſends and gathers all the relations 
together at a tavern, and ſent for the children that 
they might ſee them; and they all agreed to have 
them taken care of: and becauſe his wife was ſo fu- 
rious that ſhe would not ſuffer one of them to bekept 
at home, they agreed to keep them ail together, and 
committed them to the poor woman that nad mara- 
ped the affair, and entered into obligations to one a- 
nother to ſupply the needful ſums for their mainte- 
nance ;- and not to have one ſeparated from the reſt, 
th; y {ent for the youngeſt, and had them all brought 
NT RESTS Lon OT Of OO Oy 


ne 0 C HA P. II. 


Her landlord, e in ve with her, taker 
her into keeping His intrigue with Amy, and jour- 
ney to France. | | ; 


Was now entering upon a new ſcene of life; Thad 
1 2 great houſe upon my hands, and ſome furniture 
llelt in it, but I was no more able to maintain 
myſelf and my maid Amy in it, than I Was! my 
children, I had lived three quarters of a year in it, 
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and paid my landlord no rent; however, I obſerved 


be came oftener to ſee me thanuſual, looked kinder, 


and ſpoke more friendly to me The two or three 
laſt times he had been there he obſerved how poorly 
I lived, how I was reduced, and the like; told me, 
it grieved him for my ſake: and the laſt time he was 
kinder ſtill, ſaid he came to dine with me, and that I 
ſhould give him leave to treat me, which he did; and 
ſent for wine and beer too, for I had none. 

But now he put on the face not of a man of com- 
paſſion only, but of a man of friendthip and kindneſs, 
and this was fo unexpected that it was ſurpriſing ; 
and when Amy came with the wine, he made her 
fill a glaſs to him, and with the glaſs in his hand be 
came to me, and kiſſed me, at which I was a little 
ſurpriſed, but more ſo at what followed; for he told 
me, that as the ſad condition which I was reduced to 
had made him pity me, ſo my conduct in it, and the 
courage I bore it with, had given him a more than 
ordinary reſpect for me, and made him very thought- 
ful for my good. | 

When he found me change colour, and loox ſur- 
priſed at his diſcourſe, he turned to my maid, and 
ſid to me, I ſay all this, madam, before your maid, 


becauſe both ſhe and you ſhall know that | have, in 


meer kindneſs reſolved to Co ſomething for you, if T 
can. Amy made him a curteſv. And now Amy, ſays 
he, go and get dinner; and you, madam, go and 
dreſs yourſelf, and come down, and ſmile and be mer- 
ry; and, in the mean time, I will go and walx in the 
garden. | 

He walxed about the garden, which toox him up 
near an hous, and by that time I had dreſſed me as 
well as I could, for tho' I had good linen left ſtill, I 
had but a poor head-dreſ: and xnots: however I waz 
tight and clean, and in better plight than he had ſeen 
me a great while, and he looked extremely pleaſed 


to ſee me ſo. 1 K 
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By this time dinner was ready, and Amy came to 


lay the cloth, and indeed it was happy there was 


none to dine but he and I, for I had but fx plates and 
two diſhes leſt in the houſe. Amy waited at the ta- 
ble, and ſhe ſmiled and laughed, and was ſo merry 
ſhe could hardly contain herſelf ; for the girl loved 
me to an exceſs, hardly to be deſcribed. 

At his going away, he took me in his arms, pro- 
teſted an honeſt kindneſs to me, and ſaid a thouſand 
kind things; and after kiſſing me twenty times, put 
a guirea into my hand, which, he ſaid, was for pre- 
ſent ſupply. 

I heard no more of him for two days, but the third 
day he came again: then he told me, with the ſame 
kindneſs, that he had ordered me a ſupply of houſe- 


hold goods for furniſhing the houſe ; that, in parti- 


cular, he had ſent back all the goods he had ſeized 


for rent, which conſiſted indeed of the beſt of my for- 


mer furniture. | 
When all' was done to his mind, as to placing the 
goods, he ſeemed very well pleaſed, and we dined to- 


gether again of his own providing. Aker dinner, he 


took me by the hand, come, now madam, ſays he, 


you muſt ſhew me your houſe* No, fir, ſays I, but I 


will ſhew you your houſe if you pleaſe; fo we went 
thro” all the rooms, and in the room which was ap- 
pointed for himſelf, Amy was doing ſomething : well 
Amy, ſays he. I intend to lay with you to-morrow 


night. To night if you pleaſe, fir, ſays Amy very in- 
nocently, your room is quite ready. Well, ſays he, 


I am glad you are fo willing. No, ſays Amy I mean 
your chamber is. ready to night, and away ſhe run 
out of the room, aſhamed enough. 

When ſhe was gone, he walked about the room, 
looked at every thing, and taking me by the hand, 
kiſſed me, and ſaid a great many affeQionate things 
to me; and added, that though he was under ſuch 


engagementsthat he could not marry me, yet he would 
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be every thing elſe that a woman could aſk in a 


huſband, and with that he kiſſed me again, and 


taking me in his arms, told me, he hoped 1 would 
not deny him all the favours he ſhould aſk, becauſe 
he was reſolved to aſk nothing of me, but what was 
fit for a woman of virtue and modeſty, and ſuch he 
knew me to be, to grant. 

I preſſed him to ſtay that night, and told him, it 
was the firſt completely happy night that I ever had 
in the houſe in my life, and I ſhould be very ſorry to 
have it without his company, who was the cauſe and 
foundation of it all: and in ſhort I courted him fo, 
that, he ſaid, he could not deny me, but would go to 
London, and cranſact his buſineſs, and come back in 
three hours at fartheſt, and ſup with me. That he 
would fend me ſomething from London, and we will 


make a wedCing ſupper, my dear, ſays he, and with 


that word took me in his arms, and kiſſed me ſo ve- 
hemently, that I made no doubt but he intended to 
do every thing clſe. 

I ſtarted alittle at the word wedding; what do you 
mean to call it by ſuch a name? ſays J, we may have 
a ſupper, but the other is impoſſible as well on your 
ſide as mine. He laughed; well ſays be, you ſhall 
call it what you will, but it may be the ſame thing, 
for I ſhall ſatisfy you it is not ſo impoſſible as you 
make it, 

I don't underſtznd you, ſaid I, have not I a huſ- 


band, and you a wife. 


Well, well, ſays he, we will talk of that after ſup- 
per. So he roſe up, gave me another k'f-, and took 
his horſe for London. | 7 
I was young, handſome, and with all the mortifi- 
cation I had met with was not a little vain ; and, as 
it was a new thing, ſo it was a pleaſant thing, to be 
courted, careſſed, embraced, and high profeſſions of 
tenderneſs made me by a. man ſo agreeable, and ſo 
able to do me good, | 


2 

Ads to this, that if T had ventured to diſoblige this 
gentleman, Thad no friend in the world to have re- 
courſe to ; I had no proſpect of a bit of bread, and 
nothing before me but to fall back into the ſame mi- 
ſery he had relieved me from. 

Amy had but too much rhetoric in his cauſe ; ſhe 
repreſented all theſe things in their proper colours ; 
ſhe argued them with all her ſkill; and at laſt the 
merry jade, when ſhe came to dreſs me, faid, look 
ye, madam, if you won't conſent, tell him you'll 
do as Rachel did to Jacob when ſhe could have no 
children, put your maid to bed to him: tell bim, 
you cannot comply with him, but there's Amy, he 
may aſk her the queſtion, and ſhe has promiſed you 
not to deny him. 

He came back before ſeven o'clock, and we fat 
down to ſupper about eight, and were very merry. 
Amy made us ſome ſport, for ſhe was a girl of ſpirit 
and wit, and with her talk ſhe made us laugh very 
often; and yet ſhe managed her wit with all the good 
manners imaginable, 

After ſupper he took me up into his chamber, and 
pulled out a great many papers, and ſpread them cn 
a little table; then taking me by the hand, and kiſſ- 
ing me very much, he entered into a diſcourſe of his 
circumſtances, and of mine, how they agreed in ſe- 
vera] things exactly; for example, that I was aban- 
doned by a huſband in the prime of my youth, and 
he by a wife in his middle age; how the end of mar- 
riage was deſtroyed by the treatment we had each of 
us received: and yet it would be very hard that we 
ſhould be tied by the formality of the contract, when 
the eſſence of it was deſtroyed. Then he ſhewed me 
a contract in writing, wherein he engaged himſelf to 
me; to cohabit conſtantly with me; to provide for 
me in all reſpeQs as a wife; and repeating in the pre- 
amble, a long account of the nature and reaſon of our 
living together, and an obligation in the penalty of 


G 

voco J. never to abandon me? and, at laſt, ſnewed 
me a bond for 500 J. to be paid to me or my aſſigus 
within three months after his death © ” | 

. However J ſtood out a little longer ſtill: I aſked 
] him, how: he could expect me to comply with a pro- 
poſal of ſuch conſequence, the very firſt time it was 
made to me; and told him, that F ought, before I 
conſented to it, to ſnew ſome reluctance, leſt he 
ſhould afterwards upbraid me with eaſineſs, and con- 


ſenting too ſoon He ſaid, no, but that he 205 
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take it as a mark of the greateſt kindneſs I could” 
ſhew him; and aſſured me, by all that was poflibl 
for an honeſt man to ſay, that he would treat me as 
his wife as long as he lived. ORR 
I ſtcod ſtill ſome time, ard ſaid nothing; but ſeeing 
him eager for my anſwer, I {miled, and looking up 
at him, ſaid, and muſt I then ſay yes, at firit aſking? 
muſt I depend upon your promiſe ? why then, upon 
the ſaith of that promiſe, and the ſenſe i have of the 
inexprefliibte kindneſs you have ſhewn me, you ſhall 
be obliged, and 1 will be wholly yours tothe end of 
my life. 1 50 LY 
| The reſt of the evening was ſpent very agreeably 
to me; he was perfectly good humoured, and at 
that time very merry ; then he made Amy dance 
with him, and ] told him, I would put Amy to bed 
to him. Amy ſaid with all her heart, ſhe had never 
been a bride in her life; in ſhort, he made the girl 
ſo merry, that had not he been to lie with me that 
night, I believe he would have played the fool with 
Amy for half an hour, ande the girl would have 
no more refuſed him than I intended to do. 
Having conſented to his propoſal, we had not 
much more to do; he gave me my writings, and the 
bond for my maintenance duting his life, and for 
goo 1: after his death; and ſo far was he from abating 
his affection to me afterwards, that two years after 
we were thus married as he called it, he made his will, 


F 


— 1 


3 


and gave me 1000 l. more, and all his houſhold ſtuff, 


plate, &c* which was very conſiderable. l 

Amy put us to bed, and my new friend, I cannot 
call him huſband, was ſo pleaſed with her fidelity and 
kindneſs tome that he payed her all the arrears of 

her wages that I owed her, and gave her five gui- 
nes over. 

We lived the moſt” agreeable life that ever two 
lived together, and the tendereſt man to me that ever 
woman gave herſelf upto. But I muſt bring in Amy's 
diſaſter at once, that I may have done with her. 

Amy was dreſſing me one morning, for now had 
two maids, and ſhe was my chamber-maid. Dear ma- 
dam, ſays Amy, what a'n't you with child yet? No 
Amy, ſays I, nor any ſign of it. Law, madam, ſays 
Amy, what have' you been doing ? why you have 
been married a yearand a half: I warrant you maſter 
would have got me with child twice in that time. It 
may be ſo Amy, ſaid I, let him try, can't you. No, 
ſays Amy, you'll fordid it now: before I told you he 
ſhould with all my heart, but I won't now; now he 
is all your own. O, ſays I, Amy I Il freely give you 


my conſent; nay I'll put you to bed to him myſelf 


one night or other, if you are willing. No, madam, 
no, ſays Amy, not now he is yours, 

At night, when we went to bed, Amy came into 
the chamber to undreſs me, and her maſter ſlipt 


into bed firſt; then I began, and told him all 


that Amy had ſaid, about my not being with child, 
and of her being with child twice in that time. Ay 
mr> Amy, ſays he, I believe ſo too, come hither, and 
we'll try : but ſhe did not go. With that, I fat her 
down, pulled off her ſhoes and ſtockings, and all her 
cloaths, and led her to the bed to him. Here ſays I, 
try what you can do with your maid Amy: and 
then I threw open the bed and thruſt her in. 


e | 

Amy began now to repent, and would fain have 
got out of bed again, but he ſaid to her, nay, Amy. 
you ſee your miſtreſs has put you to bed, you muſt 
blame her; ſo he held her faſt, and the wench being | 1 

naked in bed with him, it was in vain to look back, 1 
ſo ſhe lay ſtill, and let him do what he would with 1 
her. p 1 

I was now become the devil's agent, to make * | 

others as wicked as myſelf, and I brought him to lie 1 

with her again, ſeveral times after, tiil at laſt, as the bY 
| poor girl ſaid, ſo it happened,and ſhe was really with 1 | 

child. | 

She was terribly concerned at it, and ſo was he 

too, Come, my dear, ſays I, when Rachel put her | | 

hand-maid to bed io Jacob, ſhe took the children as 17 

her own; do not be uneaſy, I'll take the child as | 

my own. Had not Ia hand in the frolick of putting 
her to bed to you? it was my fault as much as it was | 

yours. BY . L 

When Amy grew big, ſhe went to a place I had 7 | 
provided for her, and the neighbours knew nothing . $4 
but that Amy and I were parted, She had a fine 1 
child, a daughter, and we had it nurſed. Amy came 1 
again in about half a year to live with her old miſ- ; 
treſs ; but neither my gentlaman, nor Amy either | 1 
cared for playing the old game over again; for as 1 
he ſaid, the jade might bring him a houſe full of 1 
children to keep. 

After Thad lived with him ſomething above two 
years, I found myſelf with child z and was bronght 
to bed of a daughter, but the child died at about ſix 
weeks old ; ſo that we had all the work to do over | 
again. | 

The next year I made him amends, and brought | 
__ ſon, to his great ſatisfaction, which did very 25 ? | 
Well, | E. 

Soon after this, my huſband, as he called himſelf, A | 

came to me one evening, and told me, a very difli-. N | 
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Cult thing had happened to him, which he knew nc: 
what to do in, or how to reſolve about, unless! 
would make him eaſy. This was, that his occaſions 
required him to go over to France for about two 


months. | 


Well, my dear, ſaid I, and how ſhall I make you 
ealy ? 

Why, by conſenting to let me go, ſays he, upon 
which condition I'll tell you the occafion of my go- 


ing. Then, to make me eaſy, he told me he would 
make his will before he went, which ſhould be to 


my ſatisfaction. | 


I told him, the laſt part was ſo kind, that I could 


not decline the firſt part, unleſs he would give me 
leave to add, that if it were not for putting bim to 
an extraordinary expence, I would go over along 
with him, 

He was fo pleaſed with the offer, that he ſaid be 
would give me full ſatis faction for it, and accept of 
it too; 10 he took me to London with him next day, 
and there he made his will, and gave it me to keep. 
By tuis will, he gave 1000 l. to a perſon whom we 
both very well knew, in truſt, to pay it, with interest 
from the timę of his deceaſe, to me or my aſſigns; 
then he willed the payment of my bond for 5001. 


and gave me all my houſhold goods, plate, &c. 


Having ſettled every thing as well as we could, 


we left Amy in charge of the houſe : and for his 
bother bnſineſs, which was in jewels, he had rwo 
men de entruſted, vvhom he had good ſecurity tor, 


and vyho managed for him, and correſponded vvith 


. Him, 
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CHAP. III 


Goes to Paris with her lindlord, where they paſs for 
man and wife. He is murdered going to Verſailles, 


THINGS being thus concerted, we went away to 
France, arrived ſafe at Calais, and by eaſy jour- 
nies, came in eight days more to Paris, where we 
lodged in the houfe of an Engliſh merchant of his 
acquaintance, and were very courteouſly entertained, 
My gen:leman's buſineſs was with ſome perſons 
of the firſt ank, to whom he had ſold ſome jewels 
of great value; and, as he told me privately, he had 
gained 3000 piſtoles by his bargain, | 
My gentleman had the name in Paris of a very 
rich man, and indeed he was fo, though not ſo im- 


menſely rich as people imagined ;. but that which 


was fatal to him, was his generally carrying a ſha- 
green caſe in his pocket, eſpecially when he went to 
court, in which he had jewels of a great value, 
It happened one day, that being to goto Verſailles 
to wait upon the prince of , he came up into my 
amber in the morning, and laid out his jewel caſe, 
. becauſe he was not going to ſhew any jewels, but to 
get a foreign bill accepted; ſo when he gave me the 
. Caſe, he ſaid, my dear, I think I need not carry this 
with me, becauſe it may be I may not come back till 
night, and it is too much to venture. I reply'd, 
then, my dear, you ſhan't go Why? ſays he. Be- 
caaſe as they are too much for you, ſo you are too 
much for me to venture : and you ſhall not go, un- 
Teſs you will promiſe me not to ſtay ſo as ta came 
back in the night. 8 
I won't, indeed, my dear, ſays he, unl&(s T am 
obliged to it; I aſſure you I do not intend it; but 
if I ſhould, I am not worth robhins now; for I 
have nothing about me but ſix pikoics in my parte, 
and this ring; ſhewing me a fall damm *. 
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worth about ten or twelve piſtoles, which he put on 
his finger in the room of the rich one he uſually 
wore. (EIA | 

But all theſe promiſes came to nothing, for he 
was attacked in the open day, and robbed by three 
men on horſeback, maſked, as he went; and one of 
them, who it ſeems rifled him, whilſt the reſt ſtood 
. to ſtop the coach, run him into the body with a 
{word, fo that he died immediately. | 
This was a dreadful blow to me: though I cannot 
ſay I was ſo ſurpriſed'as otherwife I ſhould ha ve been: 
for all the while he was gone, my mind was ſo op- 
preſſed, and I was ſo ſure that I ſhould never ſee 
him again, that it was unaccountable, 

I had him burried as decently as the place would 
permit proteſtant ſtrangers to be buried: and I think 
1 almoſt cried myſelf to death about him, for | aban- 
don'd myſelf to all the exceſſes of grief. Indeed, [ 
lov'd himto a degree almoſt inexpreſſible; and con- 
ſidering what kindneſs he had ſhewn me at firſt, and 
how tenderly he had uſed me to the laſt, what could 
I do leſs? 3 
I had the ſatis faction not to be left in diſtreſs, or 
. anger of poverty; on the contrary, beſides 
"What be had put into my hands fairly, in his life 
time, which amounted to a very conſiderabie value, 
I found about ſeven hundied piſtoles in his ſcrutore 
of which he had given me the key, and foreign bills 
.accepied, to the amount of twelve thouſand ivres; 

jo thas 1 found myſelf poſſeſſed of near ten thouſand 
we ſterling, in a few days aſter the diſaſter. 
I be firſt thing 1 did on this occaſion, was to ſend 

a letter to Amy, wherein I gave her an account of 
my diſaſter: and as I did not know how his relations 
and his wife's friends might act, I ordered her to 
_ conyey away all the plate, linen, and other things 
of value, and to fecure them in a perſon's hands! 
4Qirefted her to, and then to ſell or diſpoſe of the 


| (' ap )) 
furniture of the houſe, if ſhe could; and fo, with. 


out acquainting any perſon with the reaſon of her 
going, Withdraw. n . 


CHAP. v. 
Gives an Account how ene of the princes of France Feli 


in love with her; by whom ſhe had a child, Her 


going with the prince to the palace of Mendon, aubere 
ſhe ſees her huſband. 


[JFON the head manager's receiving the ſurpriſing 
news of his death, he came over to Paris, and 
came to the houſe, 1 made no ſcruple of calling 
myſelf madam the widow of monfieur ——, 
the Engliſh jeweller, as I ſpoke French natura'ly, I 
did not let him xnow but that I was his wife, mar- 
ried in France; and that I had not heard he had any 
wife in England, 2 05153-3601 
I ſhould have obſerved, that as ſoon as the news 4:4 
was public of a man being murdered, and that he V7 
was a jeweller, fame did me the favour as to report 11 
that he was robbed of his caſket of Jewels which he * 
al ways carried about him. | | {1 
I confirmed this rumour, and added, that he had a . 
fine diamond ring, which he was known to wear fre- 
quently about him, a gold watch, and a great quan · 
tity of diamonds, of ineſtimable value, in his caſket, 
which he was going to ſhew to the prince of —, 
he prince owned that he had ſpoken to him to 
bring ſome jewels ; but I Torely repented this part 


— - - — 


afterwards. | 
] By this time my maid Amy arrived, and gave me 
k an account of her management; and let me know 
. how much ſhe made of every thing, very punctually 


| and hon-ſtly. | 
: I got good advice at Paris, from an eminent Lau- 
0 yer, and laying my caſe before him, he directed me 
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to make a proceſs in dower upon the eſtate, for 
making good my fortune upon matrimony ; which 
accordingly I did: and, upon the whole, the mana- 
ger went back to England, well ſatisfied that he had 
| the unaccepted bills of exchange, which were 

for 25001. with ſome other things which amounted 
to ſeventeen thouſand livres. And thus I got rid of 
him. | | 

I was viſited on this fad occaſion by a great many 

ladies of quality ; and the prince of „to whom 
it was reported he was carrying the jewels, ſent his 
gentleman with a handſome compliment of coedo- 
lance to me; and his gentleman hinted, as if his 
highneſs did intend to have viſited me himſelf, but 
that ſome accident had prevented him. 
By the conceurſe of ladies and others that thus 

eame to viſit me, I began to be much known; and 
as I did not fail to ſet myſelf off to the beſt 
advantage, conſidering the dreſs of a widow, which 
in thoſe days was a frightful thing, (for I was rot 
ignorant that I was very handſome), I was ſoon 
made public by the name of La belle def d. 
Poitou, the pretty widow of Poiftou. 

About four days after I had received the compli— 
ments of condolance from the prince, the ſame gen- 
tleman he had ſent before, came to tell me, that his 
highneſs was coming to pay me a viit; at which [ 
was ſurpriſed, and perfectly at a loſs how to behave. 

It was not many minates before he was at the 
door, and came in, introduced by his own gentlemin 
and my woman Amy. 
le treated me with great civility, and condoled 
bhandſomely on the loſs of my huſband : he told me 
he underſtood he was coming to Ver{aiiles, to him- 
ſelf, to ſhew him jewels ; that it was true he had 
. ſpeke with him about them, but could not imagine 
how any villains ſhoa!d hear of his coming at that 
time with them; that he had ordered him to attend 
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him at Verſail!es, but told him that he would come 
to Paris by ſuch a day, ſo that he was no way ac- 
ceſſary to the diſaſter, I told him gravely, I knew 
very well that all his highneſs had ſaid of that part 
was true; that theſe villains knew his profeſſion, 
and, without doubt, were informed that he 
always Carried a caſket of jewels about him, 
and that be wore a diamond ring worth a bun- 
dred piftoles, which report had magnified to five 
hundred. After this his highneſs roſe up to be gone 
and told me, he had reſolved however to make 
me ſome reparation, and with theſe words put a ſilk 
purſe with an hundred piſtoles, into my band, and 
told me, he weuld make mea farther compliment of 
a ſmall penſion, which his gentleman would inform 
me of, 5 

Some little time after this, his gentlemancame to 
me again, and with great ceremony and reſpect de- 
livered me a black box tigd with a ſcarlet ribband, 
and ſealed with a noble coat of arms; there was in it 
a grant from his highneſs, with a warm, Ico his ban- 
ker to pay me two thouſand livres a year, during 


my ſlay in Paris, as the widow of monfieur — the 


jeweller. 8 | | 

I received it with great ſubmiſſion, and expreſſions 
of being infinitely obliged to bis maſter, and of ſhew- 
ing myſelf on all occaſions his ighneſs's moſt obe» 
dient ſervant. | 

One afternoon the gentleman came, and ſaid, his 
highneſs dehgned to viſit me in the evening; but 
deſired to be admitted without ceremony. 

prepared not only my apartments, but myſelf, 
to receive him; and when he came, nobody appeared 
in the houſe but bis gentleman and my maid Amy. 
When he came into the room, I fel} down at his 
feet, before he could come to ſalute me; thanked 


him for his bounty _ goodneſs to a poor deſolate. 


3 woman, 
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woman, oppreſſed under the weight of fo terrible a 
diſaſter, and reſuſed to rifetill-be would allow me the 
nondus to kiſs his hanßc. FEISS” 
! Lewes wour done, ſaid the prince, taking me in 
bis arms, I deſign more favours for you thin this 
triſle 3 you ſhall for the future find a friend where 


you did not expect one, and I reſolve to let you ſee. 


how kind I can be to one who is the moſt agreeable 
creature up*wearth. 5 
He ſaid ſome very kind things to me after this, and 
ſatdown with me for an hour or more; when get- 
ting up, and calling his gentleman by his name, he 
threw open the door; upon which, his gentleman 
iminediately brought up a little table, covered with 
a fine damaſk cloth, butwpon it was ſet two decan- 
ters, one o champaign and the other of water, fix 
ſilver plates, and a ſervice of fine ſweetmea's, in fine 
china diſhes, on à ſet of rings ſtanding up about 
twenty inches high, one Dove another ; beiow was 
Three roaſted, pattridges and a quail ; row, ſays the 
prince I in. gha to ſup with you. | a 
When he had ſent away his gcnt!eman, I flood up 
and offered to wait on his highne's while te eat, but 
he poſitively refuſed, and told me, to-morrow you 
mall be the widow of monſieur ——. but abt 
you ſhaltbe my'miſtreſs; there fit here, ar d eat with 
me; or I will get up #ndſtrve. © EMIT 
Now madam, ſaid the prince, give me leave to lay 
afide my character; let as talk together with the 
'freedom of equals; my quality ſets me at a diſtance 
from you, and makes you ceremonious ; your beats 
ty exalts you to more than an equality, I muft then 
eat you as lovers do their miſtreſſes, but T cannot 
ſpeak the language; is is enough to tell you how 2- 
*greeable you are to me; how Jam ſurpriſed at your 
"beauty, and reſolve to make you happy, and to be 
"happy with you. As 5 


1 
| knew not what to ſay to him a good while, but 
bluſhed, and looking up towards kim, ſaid, [ was 
already made happy in the favour of a perſon ot ſuch 
rank. | 
Aſter he had eaten, he poured the ſweetmeats ig 
my lap, and the wine being out, he called his gen- 
tleman to take away the table; who laying another 
cloth, ſet the table on one ſide of the room, with a 
noble ſervice of plate on it; then having ſet the two 
decanters again upon the table, filled as before, be 
withdrew. 
About half an hour after, the prince cold me, [had 
offered to wait a little before; and if I would now 


take the trouble, he would give me leave to give 
him ſome wine. 


] went to the table, filled a plaſs of wine, 20d 


brought it to him on a fine ſalver. He ſmiled, and 
bid me look on the falver, which I did, and adinived 
ic much You may ſee, ſaid he, I reſolve to have 
more of your comnany, for my ſervant ſhall leave 
you that plate for my uſe. I told him, I believed 
tis bighn-ſ+ would not cake it ill that I was bot 
furniſhed ft to entertatn a — of hs rank. 

Ic now began to grow late, and he too notice of 
it, but, ſays he, I cannot'leave you; have you not 
a ſpare lodging for one night. I told him I lad bat 


a homaly lodging to entertain ſuch a gueſt : and he 


ſaid ſomething, exceeding kind on that head, way not 
fit to repeat. 

About midnight he ſent' his centleman on a0 er- 
rand after telling bim aloud that he intended to ſtay 
all-night ; in a little time his gentleman brought him 
a night-gown, ſlippers, two caps, a neck-cloth and 
ſhirt, which he gave me to carry into his chamber, 
and ſent his man home ; ; and then turning to me, 
ſaid, I ſhould da him the honour to be his chamber- 
lain of the houſhoid, and mu dreſſer alſo. 

4 


About 


1 


About one in the morning, while his gentleman 
was yet with him, 1 0-,.ged leave to windiaw, ſup- 
poſing he would yo is bed ; but he took the hint, 
and ſaid, I ama not going to bed yet, pray let me ſee 

u again. 

1 took this time to undreſs me, and came to him 
in a diſhab:ile, but ſo fine and fo agreeabie that he 
| ſeemed ſurpriſed; I thought ſays he, that you could 
not have dreſſed to more advantage than you had 
done before, but now you charm me a thouſand times 
more if poſſible. It is only a looſe hab, my lord, 
ſaid I, that I may the better wait on your highneſs. 
He pulled me to him, and ſaid, you are perfettly 
obliging ; and fitting on the bed Fae, now, fas ae, 
you ſhall be a princeſs, and know what it is to o- 
blige the gratefulleſt man on carth With chat, he 
took me in his arms, flung me on the bed, kiſſed me, 


and then ———— I can go no farther in the par- 


ticolars of what paſſed at that time, it ended in this, 
that I lay with him that night. 
As I had thus given the prince the laſt favour, and 
he had all the freedom he could deſire with me, ſo 
he gave me leave to uſe as much freedom with him 
another way, and that was, to have every thing of 
\ him I thought fit to demand; and yet I did not ak 
of tgn with an air of avarice, but managed him 
with ſuch art that he generally anticipated my 
demands. | x 
He defired me, that I would not take ary more 

ſervants,or ſet up any equipzge, at leaſt for the pre- 
»  fert, for then it wou's be 14 nccoiateiy concluded 

1 had been left very rich; ad then I ſhould be 
throng d. with the impertinence of admirers. who 
vouſd be attracted by the money agu ell as by the 
beauty of young widow, and te ſhould be frequent- 
ly nierrupied in ans viſits ; or that he word would 
co clude | was mi tai ed by ſomebody, and be in- 
detauz able in finding out the perſon. 
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This was too juſt to oppoſe, and I made no ſcre- 

ple to tell highneis that fince he had condeſcended to 
make me his own, he ought to have all the fatis- 
faction in the world that I was ſo. 
His highneſs ſeldom failed to come two or three 
nights in a week, and ſometimes ſtayed two ar three 
nights together. Once he told me, he was reſolved 
I ſhould be weary of his company, and that he 
would learn what it was to be a priſoner. So he 
pave notice among his ſervants that he was gone to 
— whither he often went a hunting, and 
that he ſhould not de back under a fortnight; and 
that fortnight he ſtaid wholly with me, and never 
went out of my doors. Pet 

Never woman, in ſuch a ſtation, lived a fortnight 
in ſo compleat a fullneſs of human delight; for to 
have the entire poſſe ſſion of one of the moſt accom- 
pliſhed princes in the world, and of the politeſt beſt 
bred man? to converſe with him all day, and, as be 
profeſſed, charm him all night: what could be more 
pieaſing, and eſpecially to a woman of a vaſt deal of 
pride, as I was. 2 50 

T lived in this gay ſort of retirement almoſt three 
years, in which time no amour of ſuch a kind was 
ever carried to ſo great a height; the prince knew 


no bounds to his munificence. As he could give me 


nothing either for my wearing, or uſing, or cating, or 
drinking, more than he had done from the beginning, 
his preſents were afterwards in gold, and very large 
and frequent. | 
After J had been near a year anda half in his arms 
I proved with child. I did not take any notice of it 
to him till I was ſatisfied that I was not deceived ; 
when one morning early, as we were in bed toge- 
ther, my lord, ſaid I, I doubt your kighneis never 
ves yourſelf leave to think what the caſe ſhould 
2 if I ſhould have the honour to prove with child 
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by you. 'Affure yourſelf my dear, ſays he, if ſuch 
thing ſhould happen, I will not refuſe owning him 
for my ſon, though it be, as they call it a natural 
ſen: and ſhall never flight or neglect him for the 
lake of his, mether. Then he began to importune 
me to know if, it was ſo; but I poftivelzwenied it 
ſo long, till at laſt I was able to give him the ſatis. 
faction of knowing it himſelf, by the motion of the 
child within me. | | 
I was now within about two months of my time 
and that ſoon wore off. When I found that my time 
was come, it happened very happily that he was in 
the houſe, and I entreated he would flay a few hours 
longer, which be agreed to, T'hey called his high- 
neſs to dme into tbe room, if he pleaſed, and ] ſent 
him word I would make as few cries as poſſible to 
prevent diſturbing him. Ife came into the room 
once, & called to me to be of good courage, it would 
ſoon be over, and then he withdrew, In about 
half an hour after, Amy carried him the news 
that I was delivered, and had brought him a 
charming boy. He gave Amy ten piltoles for ber 
news, ſtayed till they had adjuſted things about me, 
and then came into the room again, cheared me and 
{poke kindly to me, looked on the child, and then 
withdrew ; but came again the next day to viſit 
me, 
The boy was, indeed, a charming child, and had 
a certain vivacity in its countenance that is far from 
being common in a Child ſo young; & he would of- 
ten» ſay to me, that he thought there was fomethiug 
extraordinary in the child, and he did not doubt but 
he wopld come to he a great man. 

Ihe ch id hived to be a conſiderable man. He 
was an officer of the Guard du Corp: of France; and 
afterwards co'onel of a regiment of dragoons in 
Iia'y mund ob cxtraordinary occaſions ſhewed that 
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he was not unworthy ſuch a father, but many oy 
deſerving a legitimate birth, and a better mother. 

I think I may now ſay that I lived like a queen; 
or if you would have me confeſs that my condition 
had fill the reproach of a whore, 1 may * 1 was 
the queen of whores. 1 

The only favour Jever aſked of him: wap doe his 
gentleman, who had once ſo effended/him by ſome 
omiſhon in his duty, that he found it very hard to 
make his peace; he came and laid his caſe before my 
maid, and begged to ſpeak to me to intercede for! 
him, which I did, and on my account he wat re- 
ceived and pardored : and the grateful dog requited 
me by getting to bed to his benefactereſ Amy's? av 
which | was very angry. Amy very genetouſly'ac- 
knowleged that it was as much her fault as his, for 
that ſhe loved the fellow ſo much, that ſhe believed 
if he had not aſked her, ſhe ſhould have aſked him. 

I enquired of Amy how they came to be ſo inti- 
mate. She told me freely, that like miſtreſs like 
maid : as they had many leiſure hours together below, 
while they waited reſpeQtively, while his lord and R 
were together above; they could hardly avoid the 
uſual queſtion to one another, namely, why they 
might not do the ſame thig below that we did Oy 
ſtairs, 

I was indeed afraid that the girl would have 8 
with child too, but that did not W d we 
there was no harm done. 

It happened one day that my e bay ad 
him ſo) bad a mind to give me ſome diverfion,; and 
to take the air with me. I knew nothing where he 
intended to carry me ; but when he'was in the coaca 
with me, he told me, be had ordered his ſervants to 
go to court with me, and he would ſhew ms the 
beau monde. I told him I cared not where I went! 
while I had the honour to be with him &f0/keicarried? 


(. 90. ) | 
me to the palace of Mendon, where the Dauphin 
then was. 

While I was there, the king happened to ceme 
bither from Verſailles, and making but a ſhort ſtay, 
vifited madam the Dauphineſs, who was ther living. 
The prince was here incognito, only on account of 
his being with me; therefore, when he heard the 
king was in the gardens, he kept cloſe within the 
lodgings ; but the gentlemen, in whoſe lodgings we 
were, with his lady and ſeveral others, went to ſee 
the king, and I had the honour to be aſked to go 
with them. | 
Aſter we had ſeen the king, who did not ſtay long 
in the gardens, we walked up the brd terras, and 
crofling the hall, towards the great itair-caſe, I had 
a ſight that confounded me at once. The horſe- 
guards, or Gens d' Arms, were, upon ſome occation 
there, I know not what; but walking in the guard- 
chamber, with his jack boots on, and the whole 
habit of the troop, I ſay there, to my inexpreſſible 
confuſion, I ſaw mr. ——, my firſt huſband, the 
brewer. | 
I could net be deceived: I paſſed ſo near him that 
I almoſt bruſhed him with my cloaths, and looked 
him full in the face ; but having my fan before my 
face ſo that he could not know me. However I 
knew him perfectly well, and heard him ſpeak, 
which was a ſecond way of knowing him. 

I then aſked the lady that was with me ſome queſ- 
tions, - Pray, madam, ſays I, what are theſe guards 
here ;, are they king's guards? No, ſays ſhe, they 
are the Gens d' Arms; a {mall detachment of chem 
I ſuppoſe a tended the king to day, but they are not 
his mejeſty's ordinary guard. 

This fatizfied me in part; but I found means after 
this, to enquire whoſe particular troop it was that 


the gentlemen that were here belonged to ; and 


x 
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with that, I heard they would all- be at Paris the 
week after, 

Two days after, we returned to Paris, when [I 
took Occaſion to ſay to my lord, I heard the Gens 
d'Arms were to be in the city ſoon, and that I ſhould 
be glad to ſee them march. He was ſo obliging in 
ſuch things, that he ordered his gentleman to get me 
a place in a houſe where I might ſee them 

He did not appear with me, ſo that I took Amy. 
J had told her what I had ſeen, and ſhe was as for- 
ward to make the diſcovery as I was to have her. 
The Gens d'Arms entered the city, as was expected, 
and made a handſome appearance. In a particular 
rank, eminent for a monſtrous ſized man on the right, 
I faw my gentleman again, and a very handſome 
jolly fellow he was, as any in the troop. 

Amy, whe thought ſhe might, on many accounts, 
venture to be more particular than I could, enquired 
how a particular man who ſhe ſaw there, among the 
Gen's d'Arms, might be enquired after. She ſoon 
received information, and being an indefatigable 
girl found him out, and went _ to his quarters, 
aſked for him, and he came out to her. As ſoon as 
he ſaw her he ſtarted back, and was greatly ſurpriſed; 
. but recovering himſelf, aſked, how her miſtreſs did. 
Upan which, Amy told him my whole ſtory to the 
time that the pariſh took off one of my children, 
which ſhe perceived very much affected him; and 
he ſheok his head, and faid ſome very bitter things 
when he heard of the cruelty of his relations to me. 
Amy further told him, that ſhe could give but little 
account of me, but that ſhe had been inſormed I 
was ſeen once or twice in the city, very ſhabby, and 
and it was thought I worked with my needle for my 
bread. aegis 

Amy then made a lamentable outcry, how ſhe 
had” been deluded away to marry a poor footman 
for he is no better or worſe, ſaid ſhe, though he calls 


Li 
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him ſelf a lord's gentleman ; and here, ſays Amy, he 
has dragged me over into a ſtrange country, to make 
a beggar of me. 5 11 

.. Why Amy, ſays he, you are very well dreſſed, 
vou do not look as if you were in danger of being 
à beggar. . 

. Ay hang him, ſays Amy, they love to have fine 
cloaths here, if they have never a ſmock under em; 
but for my part, I had rather have money in caſh, 
than a cheſt full of fine cloaths ; behdes, fir, moſt of 
the cloaths I have, were given, me in the laſt place ! 
lived in, after I went away from my miſtreſs, ; 
Upon the whole, Amy got out of him what con- 
dition he was in, upon her promiſe, that if ever ſhe 
came to England, and ſhould live to ee her miſtreſs, 
ſhe ſhould not let her know that he was alive. Alas! 
Sir, ſays Amy, I may never live to ſee England, & 


If I ſhould ever be ſo happy as to ſee her, I would 


not do her ſo much miſcnief as to tell her where you 
were, unleſs ſhe was in a condition to belp herſelf & 
you too. 5 
This further deluded him, and made him entirely 
open in converſing with her. As to his own 
circumſtances, he told her, ſhe ſaw him in the high- 
eſt preferment he had ever arrived to, or was ever 
like to arrive at; for having no friends or acquaint- 
ance in France, and, what was worſe, no money, he 
never expected to riſe, Upon which, their diſcourſe 
ended for that time. TIFY 1 
Amy ſoon came to underſtand that he had a mot 
ſcoundrel character, and that there was nothing of 
weight in any thing he ſaid; but that he was, in 
ſhort, a mere ſharper, who would tick at nothing to 
get money, and on whom there was no depending. 
at he reported, he had a wife and five children in 
England, whom he maintained out of his pay ; and 
by theſe ſhitis had run in debt in ſeveral places ; and 


upon complaint being made of ſuch thipgs, he had 
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deen often threatened to be turned out of the Gens 
d' Arms. 

Upon this information, Amy began to cool! in 
her farther meddling with him; and told me, it was 
not ſafe for me to attempt doing him any good, unleſs 
I reſolved to put him upon ſuſpicions and enquires, 
which might be my ruin, in the condition I was now 
in. 
I was ſoon confirmed in in thinvate of his character, 
for the- next time Amy came to talk with him, he 
diſcovered himſelf more openly, by deſcending to 
aſc poor Amy to lend him one hundred pittoles, 

Amy pretended poverty ; that hex circymiltances 
were mean, and it was rot in her power to raiſe 100. 
z ſum: and this ſhe did to try him to the utmo 
At laſt he deſcended to a ſingle piſtole, which the 
lent him, and he never intending to pay it, played 
out of her fight as much as he could. 

Being ſat: fied that he was the ſame worthleſs 
thing he had ever been, I threw off all thoughts of, 
bim; whereas, had he been, a man of any ſenſe, 


and of any principles of honour, I had it in my 


thoughts to retire to England again, ſend for him. 
over, and to have lived houeſtly with him. 

Amy and 1 had ſeveral conſultations to be ſure 
never to chop upon lim again by chance, and ſo be 
ſurpriſed into a diſcovery, which would have been a 
fatal diſcovery, indeed. Amy propoled, that we 
ſnould always take care tg know v here the Gens 
d'Arms were quartered, ahd thereby effectually 

avoid them. 

by this extraordinary conduct I made myſelf 
ſafe, and ſo went out in publick, or ſtaid at home, 
as I found he was cr was not in a poſſibility of 
being at Paris, Verſailles, or any place I had occa- 
hon, to be at. This, though it was very charge- 
able, yet as I found it abſolutely neceſſary, I 
took no thought about the experice of it, for I 
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knew I could not purchaſe my ſafety too dear. 

By this management J found an opportunity to 
ſee what a melt inſign'ficant un hinking life the 

or indolent wretch, who by bis unactive temper 

ad at firſt been my ruin, now lived; how he 
only roſe in the morning to go to bed at night; 
that ſaving the neceſſary motions of the troop, 
which he was obliged to attend, he was a mere 
motionleſs animal, of no conſequence in the world. 
That he ſeemed to be one, who, tho' he was alive, 
| kad no manner bf bulineſs in life, but to (lay to be 
called gut of it. He neither kept any company, 
minded any ſport, played at any game, or indeed 
did any thing of moment; but, n ſhort, ſauntered 
about, like one that it was not two livres value whe- 
ther he was dead or alive; who when he was gone, 
would leave no remembrance behind him that he 
was ever here. Who, it ever he did any thing in 
the world to be talked of, it was, only to get five 
beggars, and ſtarve his wife. The journal of nis 
life, which I had conſtantly ſent nie every week, 
was the leaſt ſignificant of any thing of the kind 
that was ever ſeen. a 

Yet this nothing-doing wretch was I ob'ig-d te 
watch and guard againſt as the on'y taing that was 
capable of doing me hurt in the world. I was to 
ſhun bim as we ſhould do a ſpectre, or the devil if 
he was actually in our way | 

The wicked life he led, has often made me ſay, 
I was a warning for all the ladies in Europe, againſt 
marrying a fool. A man of ſenſe falls in the wor'd, 
and gets up again, and a woman has ſome chance 
for herſelf; but with a fool, once fa'l, and for ever 
andane; once poor, and ſure to ſtarve. 

Bat it is time to have done with him; once 
J had nothing to hope for but to ſee him again; 
now my only felicity was, if poſſible never to 
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ſee him, and, above all, to keep him from ſeeing 
BA | 
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Roxana travels with the prince of — thro' Italy; 
lies in at Vemce. Returns to Paris, and lives in 
great Splendor. Her R:fl. ions on ber paſt Con- 

Auct. 


Was now returned to Paris (my little Son of 

Honour, as I called him, was left behind at my 
laſt country ſeat at the prince's requeſt) ; thither he 
came to me as ſoon as I arrived, and told me, he was 
come to make his ackrowledgments to me, for that 
I had g:ven him à ſon. He gave me his company 
all the evening, and did me the honour, as I then 
called it, to lodge me in his arms all night, telling 
me, in jelt, that the beſt thanks tor a ſon born, was 
piving a piedge for another. And the next 2 

e laid down on my toilet a purſe with three hundr 

p.itoles. | 

A few days after this, he came to me, and told me 
hewas come to bring me not the moſt welcome news 
I ever heard from him in his life. a 

looked at him a little ſurprited ; but he return- 
ed, do not be uneaſy, it is as unpleaſant to me as to 
you, but I come to conſult with you about it, to ſee 
if it cannot be rendered ſomething eafier, than it is, 
te us both. 

[ ſeemed ſtill more confounded and ſurpriſed ; at 
laſt, he ſaid, that he believed he ſhould be obliged 
to go to Italy. 

I fat mute, as one thunderſtruck, for a good 
while; ard it preſently occurred to me that I was 
going to loſe him: which, indeed, I could ill bear 
the tnouę ts of, and, as he told me, I turned pale. 
Be not ſurpriſed, ſaid he, 1 will go no where without 


| „„ 
you; adding ſeveral other things ſo kind that ns. 
thing could exceed it. a 

He made me ſet down by him, and after ſaying 
a thouſand kind things to me, he turns pon me 
with a ſmile; why will you venture yourſelf to Ital 
with me? ſays he. 

I ſtopped à while, and then anſwered, that | 
OY he would aſk me ſuch a queſtion : for [ 
would go wherever he ſhould defire me, and pive 
me'the felicity of his company. 

After ſeveral debates between ourſelves, he came to 
this reſolutioo, viz. that he would travel incog. and 
ſo avoid all public notice, either of himſelf or who 
went with him; and that then he could not only 
carry me with him, but have a perfect leiſure of 
enjoying my agieable company, a: he was pleaſed 
to call it, all the way. 

But now I had a terrible difficulty upon me, and 
which way to get over it I knew not; and that was, 
in what marner to ſecure what I had to leave be- 
hiad me. I was rich, indeed very rich, and what to 
do with it, or who to truſt vt with, I knew not 
T had nobody in the world but Amy, and to travel 
without her was very uncomfortable. This gave 
"me great uneaſineſs, and I knew rot what to do; 
For 1 could not mention it to the prince, leſt he 
mould fee that I was richer than he thought | was, 

But the prince made allthis eaſy to me; for in 


concerting meaſures for our journey he ſtarted the 


thing himſelf, and aſked me merrily one eveniog, 
who I would truſt with all my wealth in my 
abſence. | 

My wealth, my lord ſaid I, except what I owe 
to your goodneſs, is but ſmall ; but yet, that little 
T have, I confeſs, cauſes ſome thoughtfulneſs, be- 
cauſe I have no acquaintance in Paris that I dare 
truſt with it, nor any body but my woman t0 leave 
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in the houſe, and how to do witheut her on the 
road I do not well know. 11 
As to the road, be not concerned, ſays the prince 
1']1 provide you ſervants to your mind; and as for 
* your woman, if you can truſt her, leave her here, 
and III put you in a way how to ſecure your money 
as well as if you were at home I bowee, and told 
him, I could not be put into better hands than his 
own, and that therefore I would govern all my mea- 
ſores by his directions; ſo we talked'no more of it 
that night. | „n 
The next day he ſent me in a great iron cheſt, ſo 


large, that it was as much as ſix luſty fellows could 


get up the ſteps, into the houſe ; and in this ] put 


all my wealth; & for my ſafety, be ordered a god 


honeſt antient man and his wife to be in the houſe 
with Amy, to keep her company, and a maid fer- 
vant and boy; ſo that there was a good family, and 
Amy was mittreſs of the houſe. 1 
Things being thus ſecured, we ſet out incog. as 


he called it, but we had two coaches end fx herſes; 


two chaiſes ; and about eight men ſervants on horſe- 
back, all very well arme, | 
Never was wowan better uſed in the world, that 
went upon no other account than I did. I had three 
women ſetvants to wait on me: they had one co ch 
to themſelves, and the pfince and I had the other; 
only that ſometimes, where he knew it neceſſary, I 
went into their coach, and one particular gentle- 
man of the retinue rode with him. 93 024; 

He was' as good as his word indeed}; for I had 
the pleaſure. of his corfipany, and, in a word, 
engroſſed his converſation almoſt all the way. 
He took delight in ſhewing me every thing that 
was to be ſeen, and particularly in telling me 
ſon ething of the hiſtory of every thing he ſhewed 
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What valuable pains was here thrown away upet 


ene, whom he was ſure, at laſt, to abandon with 


regret. Had I been a daughter or a wife, for whoſe 
improvement or inſtruction he had a juſt concern, it 
had been an admirable flep; but all this to a whore, 
to one whom he carried with him upon no account 


but to gratify the meaneſt of all human frailties. 


We were near two years upon this Grand Tour, 
as it is called, during molt of thetime I reſided moſtly 
at Rome or Venice, having been oniy twice at Flo. 
rence and once at Naples. 

At Naples, my lord bought me a little female 


' Turkiſh flave, who being taken at ſea by a Malteſe 
man of war, was brought in there; and of her ! 


learnt the Turkiſh language, their way of drefling 
and dancing, and ſome Turkiſh, or rather Mooriſh 
ſongs, of which I made Uſe, to my Advantage, on 
an extraordinary occaſion, ſome years after. 

I was with child again in this journey, and lay in 


at Venice; but was not ſo happy as betore. [ 


brought him another ſon, and a very fine buy it was 
but it lived not above tv o months; nor after the firk 
touches of affl. tion were over, was ſorry the child 


did not live, the receſiary difficulties attending it in 
Our travelling being conſidered. 


After theſc ſeveral perambulations my lord told 


me, his buſineſs began to cloſe, and we mult ſoon 


return to France; which I was very glad of on ac 


count of the treaſure I had there. 


When the prince's negociations were at an end he 
returned, and by eaſy journeys we arrived 1afe «t 
Paris, having been abient about two years. 

found the little family juſt as 1 left th-m, and 


Amy cried for joy when the ſaw me, and I alu 


did the ſame. 
After this, I ſaw not the prince for above tu nty 


days, being taken up with his family, and alſo with 


buuneſs ; bit he font his gentleman to (eli me 


645 
the reaſon of it; and bid me not be uneaſy; and 
that ſatisfied me effectually. | 

In all this afluence of my good fortune, I did not 
forget that I had been rich and poor once already; 
and that I ought to know that the circumſtances I 
was now in, were not to be expected to laſt always; 
that | had one child, and expected another; and if 
] bred often, it would impair me in the great ar icle 
that ſupported my intereſt, I mean, what he called 
beauty; that as that declined, I might expect the 
fre would abate. and the warmth with which I was 
now careſle would prow cool, and in time, like the 
other miſtr j{-s of great men, I might be dropt; 
and that, there fore, it was my bufinelſs to take Care 
of myſelf that I m:7it fall as toftly as I could. 

My great-|t diflicu/ty now, was, how to ſecure my 
wealth, and to keep whit 1 had got; for I had greatly 


added to this wealth by the bounty of the prince, and 


by my rctir:d manner of living. 

| ſhall cut ſhort the hiſtory of this proſperous wie- 
kedneſs, with telling you I brought him a third fon, 
within little more tha eleven months after our return 
from Italy. Now I lived a little more openly, and 
went by a name he had given me abroad, which I 
muſt omit, and had cosches and ſervants ſuitable to 
the quality he had given me the appearance of; and 
which ſeldom happens in ſuch caſes: this ..cld eight 
years from the beyinniag, during Which time I was 
very faithful to him. 

Theold haradan, as I may call her, whom he made 
the guide of our travelling, and who was a ſtran 


old creature, told mea thouſand ſtories of his gallan- 
try as ſhe cali'd it, and that he had no leſs than three 


miſtreſſes at one time, and, as I found, all of her pro- 
curing ; he had of a ſucden dropp'd them all, and 
that he was entirely loſt both to her and them ; that 


they did believe he had fallen into ſome new hands, 


but ſhe evuld never hear who or where, till he ſent 
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for her to go this journey, and then the old hag com. 
plimented me on his choice, that ſhe did not wonder 
I had jo ingroſſed him, ſo much beauty, &c. and 
there ſhe ſt pp'd. : 

Tue highett tide has its ebb; and in all things of 
this kind there is a reflux, which ſometimes is more 
violent than the firſt aggreſhon. y prince had x 
wife, with whom he had lived ſeveral years, who in 
beauty, wit, and a thouſand good qualities, was ſu- 
perior not only to moſt women, but even to all her 


They lived in the utmoſt harmony, but yet the 
prince(s was not inſenſible that her lord had his foi- 
bles ; that he did make ſome excurſions; and parti- 
cularly that he had one favourite miſtreſs, who ſome- 
times engroſs'd him more than ſhe the princeſs could 
wiſn or be eaſily ſatisfied with: however, ſhe was {0 
good, ſo generous, ſo truly kind a wife, that ſhe never 
gave him any uneaſineſs on this account; except ſo 
much as muſt ariſe from his ſenſe of her bearing 
the affront of it with ſo much patience, and 
ſuch a profound refpect for him as was in itſelf 
enough to have reform'd him, and did ſometimes 
ſhock his generous mind, fo as to keep him at home 
a great while together: and it was not long before! 
not only perceived it by his abſence, but really go: 
a knowledge of the reaſon of it; and once or twice he 
acknowledged it to me. | 
This was a point that lay not in me to manage: 1 
made a kind of motion once or twice to bim to 
leave me, and keep bimſelf to her, as he ought 
by the laws and rites of matrimony to do, and 
argued the generoſity of the princeſs too, to per- 


ſuade him; but I was a hypocrite : for had I pre- 


vailed with him really to be honeſt, I had loſt him, 
which I could. not bear the thougbts of; and h. 
might eaſily ſee, I was not in earneſt. 


n 
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One time in particular, when I took upon me to 
talk at that rate; when I argued ſo much for the 
honour, the virtue, the birth, of the princeſs, 
and above all the generous uſage he found from 
her with reſpect to his private amours, and how it 

revail upon, I found it began to affect him, and he 
return'd, And do you indeed perſuade me to leave 
you ? would you have me think you fincere? I 
look'd in his face, ſmiling, Not for any other favou- 
rite, my lord, ſaid 1; that would-break my heart; 
but for madam the princeſs Tears followed, I could 
lay no more, but ſat ſilent awhile, Well, ſaid he, if 
ever I do leave you, it ſhall be on a virtuous account; 


it ſhall be for the princeſs ; I aſſure you it ſhall be 


for no other woman That's enough, my lord, ſaid 
I. There ] ought to ſubmit. And while J am aſſur'd 
it Mall be for no other miſtreſs, I promiſe your high- 
neſs I will not repine ; or that, if I do, it ſhall be a 
ſilent grief, and not interrupt your felicity, 

But another turn of affairs determined this matter, 
for the princeſs was taken very ill, and in the opi- 
nion of all her phyficians very dangerouſly ſo. In 


her ſickneſs ſhe deſired to ſpeak with her lord, and 


to take her leave of him: at this grievous parting ſhe 
ſaid ſo many paſſionate kind things to him; la- 
mented that ſhe had left him no children (ſhe had 
t' ree, but they were dead); hinted to him, that it 
was one of the chief things that gave her ſatisfaction 
in death, as to th's world, that ſhe ſhould leave him 
oom to have heirs to bis family by ſome princeſs 


who would ſupply ber place with all humility, but 


with chriſtian earnefineſs, beſought him to do juſ- 
tice ty ſuch princeſs, whoſoever ſhe ſhould be, from 
whom, to be ſure, he would expect juſtice ; that is 
to ſay, to keep to her alone acording to the ſolemn- 
eſt part of the marriage covenant; humbly aſked his 
highneſs's-pardon if ſhe had any way offended him; 
and appealing to heaven before whoſe tribunal ſhe 


6483) 
was to appear, that ſhe never violated her honour or 
her duty to him; andgpray ing to Chriſt and the 
bleſſed Virgin for his highneſs ; and thus, with the 
moſt moving and paſſionate expreſſions of her af. 
fecꝰ on to him, took her laſt leave of him, and died 
the next day. 

his diſcourſe from a princeſs ſo valuable in her. 
ſelt, and io dear to him, and the los of her ſollow eng 
ſo immediately, made ſo deep an impreſſion on him, 
that he looked back with horror on his former lift; 
grew melancholy and relerved ; change his ſociety, 
and much of the general conduct of his life; reſolved 
on a life firi-tly regulited by the rules of virtue and 
piety; and in 2 word was quite another man. 


END on Tix FIRST PART. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
The Prince of Lady dying, he has ſome ſeri 


ples of conſcience ; leaves Roxana, and reſolute aa | 

Reformation, She determines 10 ſell her jewels z: | 1 

accuſed by a Jew of murder and theft, and, in a 1 

great fright Jets out for Rotterdam. 14 
| 


HE fr part of this reſolution was a ſtorm t. 19 

me; for about ten days after the princeſs; IP + 
funeral, be (ent a meſfage to me by his | 
iptimating, that he defired I would not take it il 
that he was obliged to let me know he could fee my 
no more. | 4 
need not citect any body to ſuppoſe how I ſi 
. ceived this news. 1 was indeed exceedingly ſurpriſe 4 
at it, and had much ado to ſupport myſelf when t * 6 


frlt part was delivered: but when I heard the 15 
ticulars of the ſtory at large, I was fully — b U 
knew very well be bad done nothing but what any {4-3 
man muſt do that had a true ſenſe of the juſtice o þ 

the princeſsꝰs diſcourſe to him, and of the necceffity 5 14 
there was of his altering his courſe of life, if he in- | 
tended to be either a chriſtian or an honeſt man; * 14 
1 confeſs it was a circumſtance that might be reaſai 1 


ably expected to have w—_ ſomething upon m 


But I ſhould add, at the cloſe of this affair, that gþ | 1 
C prine. | 
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prince did not turn me off rudely, but with all the 
decency and goodneſs peculiar to himſelf. Nor did 
he ſend me agyvay empty, but ordered his gentleman 
to pay the rent of the houſe, and all the 
expence of his two ſons, and to tell me how they 
were taken care of, and where. And having thus 
finiſhed all his affairs, he retired into Loraine, (or 
ſomewhere that way) where he had an eſtate; and [ 
never heard of him more, I mean not as a miſtreſs. 

Now I was at liberty, the firſt thing I reſolved on 
was to go to England, thinking I could manage my 
affairs better there than in France; but how to get 
away with ſuch a treaſure as I had, was a difficult 

int, and what I was greatly at a loſs about 

There was a Dutch merchant in Paris who tore 
the character of a man of ſubſtance and honeſty, but 
T had no acquaintance with him: & therefore | ſent 
Amy to him. He ſeemed a little ſurpriſed when ſhe 
talked of remitting a ſum of about 12, coc piltole: t 
England, and began to think ſhe came to put ſome 
cheat on him; But when he found that Amy was a 
ſervant, ard that I came myſelf, the cale was altered, 

I preſently {aw ſuch a plaineſs in his dealing, aud 
ſuck honeſty in his countenance, that I made no ſcru- 
ple to tell nim I was a widow, who bad ſome jewe!: 
to diſpoſe of, and alſo ſome money which | intended 
to ſend to England and to follow myſelf He datt 
very candidly with me, and adviſed me, to take bills 
upon Amſterdam, aud to yo that way to England, 
and he could recommend me to a man who perfectly 
underſtood jewels, and would deal boreſtly in 
diſpoſing of them. I thanked him, but ſcrup*cd 
very much travelling ſo far in an unknown country 
With ſuch a treaſure about me. Then he told me 
he would try to diſpoſe of them jn Paris, and convert 
them into money, & get me bills for the whole. In a 
tew days he brought a Jew to me, who pretended to 
buy the jewels ; but as ſoon as he ſaw them, I {aw my 


E 
folly ; & it was tem thouſand to one but I had been 
ruined. I was put into ſuch a fright with it, that I 
was once upon the point of flying for my life, and 
leaving the jewels and money too in the hands of the 
Dutchman. The caſe was thus: 

As ſoon as the Jew ſaw the jewels, he falls a jab- 
berring in Ducch or Portugueze to the merchant, & 
could perceive they were both in a great ſnrpriſe. 
The Jew held up his hands, looked at me with her- 
ror, then talked Dutch again, putting himſelf in a 
thouſand ſhapes. Then he would turn and give a 
look at me like the devil. At length, I put ina 
word: Sir, ſaid I to the Dutch merchant, what is all 
this diſcourſe to my buſineſs ? what is this gentle- 
man in ſuch a paſſion about? I wiſh, if he is to treat 
with me, he wou d ſpeak that I may underſtand him, 
Madam, ſays the Dutchman very kiadly, all our diſ- 
courſe was about you & your jewels; you ſhall hear 
it preſently ; it concerns you very much, I aſſure 
you. Concern me, ſaid I, how can it concern me fo 
much as to put this gen:leman in all theſe agonies ? 

The Jew, continuing in a kind of rage, ſpoke in 
French, Yes, madam, it concerns you very much ; 
ſhaking his head and repeating the words: then turn- 
ing to the Dutchman, Sir, ſays he, pray tell her the 

caſe. No ſays the merchaat, not yet; let us talk fur- 
ther of it by ourſelves: upon whick they withdrew. 

I began to be a little ſurpriſed at what the Jew had 
ſaid; and, eager to know what he meant, was very 
impatient till the Dutchman' came back ; ſo impa- 
tient, that I called one of his ſervants to tell him I 
defired to ſpeak with him. When he came in, I aſked 
his pardon for being ſo impatient, but teld him, I 
could not be eaſy till he told me what the meanin 
of all this was. Why madam, ſays he, in ſhort this 
man is a Jew, and underſtand jewels perfectly well, 
and that was the reaſon I ſent for him, to diſpoſe of 
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them to bim for yon; but as ſoon as he ſaw them he 
knew the jewels, and flying out into a paſſion, told 
me, that they were the very parcel of jewels the Eng- 
Hiſh jeweller had about him, who was robbed & mur. 
dered about eight years ago; & he is in all this ago. 
ny to make me aſk you how you came by them, and 
ſays you ought to be charged with the robbery and 
murder. While he ſaid this, the Jew came into the 
room which a little ſurpriſed me again. 

The Dutch merchant ſpoke pretty good Engliſh, 
and knowing the Jew did not underſtand it, he told 
me the latter part in Engliſh, at which I ſmiled, 
This put the Jew in his mad fit again, ſaying, This 
was an affair I ſhould have little reaſon to laugh at: 
upon which I laughed again, letting him ſee chat! 
fcorned him; and turning to the Duich merchant, 
Sir ſays I, that theſe jewe:s belonged to Mr. 
the Engliſh jeweller, is true; but that I ſhould be 

ſtioned how I came by them is a token of ipno- 
rance, which however he might have managed with 
a little more decency till J had told him who I am: 
and both he and you will be more eaſy in that pars, 
when 1 tell you that | am the unhappy widow of 
that Mr. who was fo barbarouly murdered go- 
ing to Verſailles; and that he was not robbed of 
theſe jewels but of others; Mr. — having leſt thole 
behind him with me, leſt ne ſhould be robbed. Had 
I come otherwiſe by them, I ſhould not nave been 
weak enough to have expoird them to ſale nete, but 
have carried them further oft. 

This was an agreeable {ur;riſe to the Dutch mer- 
chant, who-being an honeſt man himſelf betievede- 
very thing J laid; ard the ſew was eonſounded 
when he heard I was the jeweller's wife, but, naving 
fluuted him, he ſaid. That ſhould not ſerve my turn. 
So he called the Dutchman out again, telling him he 
would bring a proceſs agaiuſt me for the murder ; 
and away Ir went. 
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There was one fortunate chance in this affair, and 
it was my deliverance. The Jew could not reſtrain 
his paſſion, but mull let it Ry to the Dutch merchant, 
who was ſo good to give me an account of his deſign, 
which was wicked enough; for upon examination I 
could not have proved myſelf the jeweller's wife. 1 
therefore told the merchant, If I was ſure to have 
juſtice, I Would not fear all ſuch a rogue could do 
to me; but | did not know how ſuch matters were 
carried on in France. I ſaid, the greuteſt difficulty 
would be bow to prove our marriage, it being done 
privately, and in a remote part of England, Then 
madam, ſaid he, you muſt conſider immediately what 
you have to do. 

My misfortune fir, ſaid I, is, that J have no time 
to conſider, nor any perſon to conhde in and adviſe 
with upon it. I find that innocence may be 
by ſuch an impudent fellow ; and therefore what do 
you adviſe me to do. 

Why, ſays he, I would adviſe you to be gone; 
you intended to go away in four or five days, & you 
may go as well in two days; and if you can do ſo, I 
will manage that he ſhall not ſuſpect your being gone 
for ſeveral days. I will give you bills for the money 
immediate'y, which ſhall not fail being paid. Take, 
your jewels with you and go this very evening to St. 
Germains en Lay; I will ſend a man with you, who 
will conduct you to morrow to Roan, where there 
hes a ſhip of mine juſt ready to ſail to Rotterdam, I 
will {end orders for her to fail as ſoon as you are on 
board, and a letter to myfriend at Rotterdam to en- 
tertam and take care of you. Then he told me the 
meaſures he had planned to delude the Jew, which 
were very well contrived inceed. 

This was too kind an offer, as things ſtood, for me, 
not to accept and be thankful for; and as to going 
I had prepared every thing, fo had little to do but 
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to go back, and take two or three boxes and bun- 
dles, and my maid Amy, and be gone, 


CHAP. IX 


Roxana goes to Rotterdam; is in a violent ſtorm ; ar- 
rives at Holland, where ſhe mcets with the Dutch 
merchant, and becomes his bedfellyau. 


T AVING ſecured my jewels, and received my 
bills from the merchant, he ſeut me away tbe 
fame evening, in a coach he had procured for me, to 
St. Germains, and the next morning to Rcan; he 
alſo ſent a ſervant of his own on horieback with me, 
who provided every thing, and carried his orders to 
the caprain of the ſhip, by whoſe direction I imme- 
diately went on board, and three days after we were 
out at ſea. Thus I took my leave of France, & got 
clear of an ugly buſineſs. | 

And now Amy and I were at leiſure to look upon 
the danger we had eſcaped ; and had I had any reli- 
gion, any ſenſe of a ſupreme rower governing the 
events of this world, I had been thankful to that be- 
ing; but | had none of thoſe thoughts about me; 
only, indeed, I bad a gratelul (enſe of the generous 
frienaſhip of the Dutch Merchant. 

We paſled between Dover and Calais, and I ſaw 
beloved England once more under my view. But we 
had not been out of fight of it many hours. before the 
weather changed, the winds whiſtied and made a 
noiſe, & the ſeamen ſaid to one angther it would blow 
hard at night. It was then about ſunſet, and we paſt 
by Dunkirk, and were in figlit of Oſtend; but the 
wind grew high, the ſea ſwelled, & all things look'd 
terrible; the winds freſhened and blew harder and 
harder, and about two hours withia n:ght it blew a 
terrible ſtorm. 0 

My mind was very much diſturbed, but 1 had no- 
body to comfort me but Amy, who was moze tere 
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fied at the ſtorm than I was; at laſt the ſhip giving 
a jerk, by the foree.! ſuppoſe of ſome violent wave, 
it threw poor Amy quite down, and as it threw her 
forwards, the girl track her head againſt the bulk- 
head of the cabin, and laid ker as dead as a ſtone, to 
outward appearance, on the floor. I got a bottle oo: 
of my pocket, held it to her noſe, rubbed her tem- 
ples, and what elſe 1 could do, but ſtill Amy ſhew'd 
no ſigns of life ; however, after a great while, ſhe 
came to herfelf, but remembered nothing of what 
happened to her. . 

It now began to be day- light, for the ftorm held 
all night, and it was ſome comfort to ſee the light 
of ancther day, but the ſea went mountain high; & 
the noiſe of the water was as frightful as the fight 
of the waves; not did the ſeamen know whereabout 
they were. At laſt, in about two hours, they made 
land, which was the coaſt of Suffolk ; and the ſhip 
being in the utmoſt diſtreſs, they ran for the ſhore at 
all hazards, and with great difficulty got into Har- 
wich ; but the ſhip was ſo full of water, and fo 
much damaged, that if they had not laid her aſhore 
that day, ſhe would have ſunk before night. | 

I know not what ailed me, but Amy was much 


more penitent at ſea, and more ſenſible of her deli- 


verance, than I was. I was in a kind of ſtupidity; 
I had a mind full of borror during the ſtorm, & ſaw 
death before me as plainly as Amy, but my thoughts 
got no vent; I had a ſullen filent grief, which could 
not break out either in words or tezrs, & which was 
therefore much worſe to bear. 

As ſoon as we got on ſhore we went to an inn, & 


we conſidered ſeriouſly whether we'ſhould go up to 


London, or ſtay till the ſhip was refitted, which they 
ſaid would be a fortnight, and then go to Holland, 
as buſineſs required; for there I had all my money 
to receive, and there I had perſons of good reputa- 
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lon and character to apply to, having letters from 


be honeſt Dutch merchant at Paris to them, & they 


might perhaps give me à recommendation again 
= ak — 10 — & ſo I ſhould get — 

ed with ſome people of figure : whereas nov, I knew 
not one creature in London, that I could make my. 
known. to. 

Upon theſe conſiderations I reſolved to go to Hol. 

land, and embarked foon after in the packet boat. 
leaving Amy behind at Harwich, with directions to 
go to London, and ſtay there to receive letters & or- 
ders what todo, 
I got a ſervant at Harwich to go over with me, 
who had been at Rotterdam, knew the place & ſpoke 
the language, and away I went. I had a quick paſ- 
ſage and pleaſant weather, and coming to Rotter- 
dam, ſoon found out the merchant to whom I was 
recommended, who reccived me with extraordinary 
reſpe&, and accepted the bilis, I alſo entered into 
a pegotiation there, by his means, for my jewels, and 
he brought me ſeveral jewellers to look on them, & 
particularly one to value them, and to tell me what 
every particular was worth. 

Aſter I had been here three months, my maid Amy 
wrote me word that ſhe had received a lecter from 
the priace's. gentleman, who, among other things 
ſent her this particular news, that my real huſband, 
who rode ia the Gens d'Arms was dead; and ſo the 
jade congratulated me on my being now a real free 
woman: and now, madam, ſays ihe, at the end of 
ber letter, you have nothing to do but to come hither, 
ſet up a. coach and 4 gcod equipage, and uf beaxty 

and riches won't make you a dutchels nothing will. 
I had no inclination to be a wife again: | fcund 
that a wife is treated with ind:ſterence, a miitreſs 
wich a itrong paſſion; a wife is looked upon but as 
an upper ſervant, a miſtreſs ts a iovereign; a wie 
mutt give up every thing ſhe has, wherca; a n:iftreis 
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makes true the ſaying, what a man hav is hers, and 
what ſhe has is her own. Thefe were my wieked 
arguments for whoring, for I never ſet againſt them 
the difference another way. A wife appears _ 
and honourab!:y with her buſband, lives at home, 

poſſeifes his houſe, ſervants, and equipages, has a 
right to them ali. and to call them her own ; enter- 
tains his friends, owns nis children, and has the re- 
turn of duty and affection from them, as they are 
her own, and claims upon her eftate if he leaves her 


a widow. The whore ſkulks about in lodgings; is 


vilited in the dark, diſowned upon all occafions ; & 
is maintained, indeed, for a time, but is certain to be 
contemned and abandoned at laſt; if ſhe has any 
children, her eadeavour is to get rid of them & not 
to maintain them; and if ſhe lives, ſhe is certain to 
{:e them all hate her, and be aſhamed of her. | 
While continued in Holland I received ſeveral 
letters from my friend the Dutch merchantin Paris, 
in which he gave me an account how the Jew acted 
after | was gone; how impatient he was when he ex- 
petted me to come again; and how be raged when 
he taund 1 came no more, threatening to begin a 
proceſs againſt the merchant for correſponding with 
me, and being accellaty to the murder of the jewel- 
ler. But tae merchant was too many for him; for 
he brought an information againſt him for a cheat; 
wherein he la d down the whole fact, how he intend- 
ed faliely to ace iſe the widow of the jeweller of the 
murder of her huſband; that he did it merely to get | 
the jewe!s from her; that he offered to bring him t 
merchant in to be confederate with him, and to ſhare 
the jewels between them ; proving alſe his deſign to 
get the jewels into his hand-, and then to drop the 
profecution, upon concition of my quitting the je- 
wels to him. Upon this charge he was ſent to priſon, 
but got out in a littie time, taough not without the 
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of money, and continued teazing the merchant ; 
long while, and at laſt threatened to aſſaſſinate him. 
So that the Dutchman, not knowing what ſuch a 
villain might do, thought fit to quit Paris and come 
away to Holland. 

I was ſurpriſed one morning, being at the mer- 
Chants houſe wiom he had recommended me to, and 
buſy in his compting houſe, to hear a noiſe of horſe; 

at the door, which is not very common in a city 
where every body paſſes by water ; and ſoon after [ 
ſaw a gentleman alight, and come 1n at the gate, [ 
expected nothing of the perſon, but was ſurpriſed, & 
indeed more than ordinarily ſo, when I ſaw it was my 
merchant of Paris, my benefactor, & indeed my de- 
liverer. As ſoon as he jaw me, he run to me, took 
me in his arms, & kiſſed me witi a freedom he had 
never uſed before. Dear madam, ſays be, I am glad 
to ſee you ſaſe in this country; if you had laid two 
days longer in Paris you had been undone. I was (0 
ga to ſee him that I could not ſpeak a good while, 
aud burſt into tears; but recovering myſelf, I ſaid, 
The more, fir, is my obligation to yuu that ſaved 
me, and I am glad to ſce you here, that I may con- 
ſider how to ballance an account in which 1 am o 
much your debtor. You and 1 will adjuſt that mat- 
ter eaſily, ſaid he, now we are fo near tog-thcr, 
Pray, where do you lodge? In a very honctt good 
houſe, where this gentleman, your friend, recom- 
mended me. And where you, may lodge too, fir, if 
it ſuits with your buhneſs and other conveniencies. 
With al! my heart, ſays he. 

He took up bis lodgings in the ſame houſe with me, 
and the room he Jay mi opened jult oppoſite to my 
lodging 1evm, ſo we could almoſt call out of bed to 
one another, and I was not at all ſhy ol him on that 
ſcore, fur I believed him perſcctiy honeſt; ard if he 
had not, that article was at preſent uo part of my eon- 
cern. 
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; It was not till two or three days, and after the firſt | 
| hurry of bis buſineſs was over, thatwe began to talk 
| of our affairs, and then they took up all our conver- 
ſation for almoſt a fortnight. Among other things, 
he ſaid, That he was glad I had ſuch obligations on : 
me to come over to Holland; but hinted, that he | | 
was ſo intereſted in my welfare, and had ſuch further | 
deſigns upon me, that if I had not ſo happily been | 
found in Holland, he was reſolved to have gone to | 
England to ſee me; and that it was one of the prin- | 
cipal reaſons of his leaving Paris. | 
| 


I began to underſtand him now, and to ſee plainly 
that he intended to make love to me; but I would by 
no means talfe the hint; becauſe 1 knew he had a i 
wife with him in Paris, and I had no inclination to 
any more intriguing. However he ſurprized me in- | 
to a ſudden notice of the thing a little while after, 
by ſpeaking of ſomething that he did in his wife's 
days, I ſtarted at the word; What mean you by that 
fir? have you not a wife at Paris? No madam, in- 
deed, ſaid he; my wile died the beginning of Sep- 
tember laſt: which was but a little after you went 
away, 

Soon aſter, I told him, it was bat juſt that what 
expences he had been at, which were all on my ac- 
count ſhould be pad him; fo I pulled out ſome bills: 
when be, ſee.ng evidently what 1 was going about, 
interrupted. me with {ome warmth, and told me he 
would have nothing of me on that ſcore, and deſired 
would not pull out my bills and papers: that he 
was not ia any want of money: and that this was no 
part of what he had to offer to me, by granting of 
which I thould ballance all obligations; but that it + 

| was, fince providence had taken his wife from him, 

I would make up the loſs to him. And:with that he 

held me faſt in his arms, and kiſſing me, would not 
give me leave to ſay no, nor hardly to breathe, 
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At length 1 teld tim, I cod deny him but one 
tizag in the world, and that I was forry he ſhould 
propole the only thing I could not grant. 

He was long in bainging it out, but when be had 
he purſued it wich ſuch inportunittts, as would ad- 
mit of no deuial, at leaſt he intended they ſhould not; 
but ] reſiſted them obſtirately, and yet with exprel- 
{ions of the utmoſt kindneſs and reipect to him. 
We were fo intimate together that nothing but 
man and wife could de more ſo. One evening we 
were very merry, and I fancied he puſhed the mirth 
to watch for his advantage; ſo I reſolved, at leaſt, 
to feign to be as merry as he; and, if he offered any 
thing he ſhould have his will eaſily enough. About 
one o'clock in the morning. for ſo long we fat up to- 
gether, I {aid, come, *tis one o'clock, I muſt go to 
bed. Well ſays he, I'll go with ye. No, ro, (aid 
I, go to your own chamber. He ſaid, he would go 
to bed with me. Nay, ſaid J, f you will I don't 
krov at to ſay ; if I can't help it you muſt, How- 
ever | got from him, left him, and went into my 
chamber, but did not ſhut he door; and as he could 
eaſily ſee that 1 was undreſſing myſelf, he Reps to his 
own room, which wa: on the {ame floor, and in a 
few minutes undreſles hinſell, and returns to my 
door in hi: COW and ſlippers. 

I bad rot been iu bed 2 minute before he came to 
the door, and o end it little way, and tays ſoftly, 
what are you really ge d? Yes, ſaid 1, get 


you gone. Indeed, cr, d he 1 ſhall not begone; 


you gave me leave before to come to bed, and you 
man't ſay get you gone now. So in he comes, 
faftens the door, and comes to te bed fide to we 1 
"pretended to ſcoid and hroggle, and bid him b. zone 
with more warmth than before; but it wa: all one; 
ſo he threw ef his gown and flippers; and came into 
bed. He lay with me that night, and the two next, 
and very merry we were; bet the third nigut he be- 
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n to be a little more grave. Now, my dear, ſays 
de, tho' I bave puſſted this matter further than ever 
| intended, yet to hesl it all up, and let you ſee how 
ſincerely I meant at fett, and how honelt I will ever 
be to you, I am ready to marry you ſtill, and deſire 
you to let it be done to morrow morning. But tow 
ſurprifed did he look when he found me receive his 
pr6poſal with coldneſs and indifterence. He was 
aſtoniſned What! not take me now, ſays be, when 
I have been in bed with you! I anſwered, it is true, 
to my ſhame be it {poken, you have taken me by ſur- 
priſe, and had your will af me; but I hope you will 
not take it ill that I cannot conſent ta marry you for 
ail that. 

Now becauſe this may ſeem a little odd, I ſhall 
late the matter as I underitood it myſelf. I knew 
that while I was a miltreſs, it is cuſtomary for the 
perſon kept to receive from them that keep; but if 
| ould be a wife, al} J had then got was given up 
to the huſband, and l was thenceforth to be under his 
authority ; and as I lad money enough, and needed 
not fear being what they call a caſt- off miitreſs, fo I 
had no occaſion to give him 20,0001. to marry me, 
wrich would have been buying my lodgirg a great 
deal too dear. | 

Thus bis project cf coming to bed to me was a 

Ke uon hi mſelf, while ne intended it for a bite on 
me, and he was no nezrer his aim than before; all 
the arguments he could urge upon the ſubje of ma- 
tu mony were at an end, for I poſitively declined 
marrying lim | » 

He was extremely diſappointed, and knew not 
how to manzye ; but as he continued to importune 
me to marry, and I to refuſe it, tho' I let him lay 
with me Whenever he deſired it; I fay, as theie two 
circumſt nces made up our converſation, it could not 


wniinue long thus, but we muſt come to an explana- 
tion. | 
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CU AFP. X. 


The Dutch merchant uſes many argumcnts to induce 
Roxana to marry him; fhe refuſes ; whereupon he 
leaves ber, and goss to Paris, 


NE morning, in the midſ of our unlawful free- 
doms, when we were in bed together, he ſigh- 
ed, and told me, he defired my leave to aſk me one 
queſtion, and that ] would antwer it with the ſame 
freedom and honeſty I uſed to treat him with. I 
told him | would. This queſtion was, why 1 would 
not marry him, ſeeing I allowed him all the free- 
doms of a huſband? 

I told bim, that as I confeſſed it was the only 
thing I could not comply with him in, fo it was tlc 
only thing in all my actions tnat 1 could nt give him 
a reaſon for; that it was true I had let him come to 
Led to me, which was ſuppoſcd the greateit favour a 
woman could grant; but it was evileat, and he m gt 
les it, that as ] was ſenſible of ne obligation | was 
under to him, for ſaving me {:om the work ci-- 
cuntſtance it was poibble tor me to be brought tr, | 
could deny him nothing, and if I bad any great 
favour to yield him, I ſhould have Gove it, matt! 
mony only excepted. 

Te was mute a good while; at laſt ſays he, my 
dear, tgere mult be Jome reaſon for your refuſal ; | 
have therefore one ether requef, and that i-, it. 
gueſs the true reaſon and remove the objection, wil 
you yield to me? I told him i he removed the ob- 
3*Qion I muſt needs comply, for I ſhould certain!y 
do every thing that I had no objection againſt. 

Why then, my dear, it muſt be that cither you are 
already engaged and married to ſome other man, or 
1 are not willing to diſpoſe cf your mongy to me, 


ut expect to advance yourſelf higher with your 
fortune. 
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I took him up ſhort at the firſt of theſe, telling 
him, he muſt have baſe thoughts of me indeed, to 
think that J could yield to him in ſuch a manner as 
I had done, and continue it with ſo much freedom 
as he foand I did, if I had a huſband, or were en- 
gaged to any other man; and that he might depend 
on it that was not my caſe. 

Why then ſaid he, as to the other, J have an of- 
fer to make you that ſhall take off all the objection; 
I wi l not touch one piſtole of your eſtate, more than 
ſhall be w.th your own voluntary conſent, neither 
row, nor any time hereafter, but you ſtall ſettle it 
as zou pleaſe for your life, and upon whom you 
pleaſe after your death. | 

I was indeea ſurpriſed at this part of his offer, & 
he might eaſily perceive it; it was not only what I 
6:4 not expect, but what I knew not how to aniwer, 
For, if upon to generous an offer I ſhould agree to 
marry him, I then did as good as confeſs that it was 
upon account of my money that I refuſed him. I 


therelore gave it a new turn on this oc 1, 8: told 


hem, I had, perhaps, different notions of matrimony 
from what the received cuſtom had given us of it ; 
that I thought a woman was a free agent as well as 
a nian, and was born tree, and, could ſhe manage 
herſelf ſuitably, might enjoy that liberty to as much 
purpoſe as tke men do: that the laws of matrunony 
were indecd quite otherwiſe, and ſuch, that a wo- 


man gare herlelf entirely away in marriage, and ca- 
pitulated only to be, at beit, an upper ſervant; and, 


from the time ſhe took the inan, was no better than 
tne ſervant an ong the Iſraelites, who had bis ears 
bored, and, by that act, gave himſelf up for a ſer- 
vant during ile. | 

He replied, that tho' it was in ſome reſpects as I 
had faid, yet ] ſhould conſider that as an equivalent to 
this, the ma had all the care of things devolved on 
him; that the weight of buſiueis lay 01 his ſhoulders, 
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and as he bad the truſt, ſo he had the toil of life on 
bim, and the woman had nothing io do but eat the 
fat and drink the (ſweet. 

returned. that while a wowan was ſingle, ſhe 
was a maſculine in her politic capacity ; that ſhe had 
then the full command at what ſhe had, & direction 
of what ſhe did; that ſhe was a man in her ſeparate 
capacity, to all intents and purpoſes. And added, 
that never the woman was that had an eſtate, & 
gave it up to be the flave of a great man, that wo- 
man was a fool, and merited to be as miſerable ac it 
was poſſible for any creature to be. 

All ke could fay could not anſwer the force of this 
as tO argument ; only this, that the other way was 
the ordinary method of the world, and he had rea- 
fon to expect 1 ſhould be content with that which 
all the world was contented with. That it was is 
opinion, a fincere affection between a man & hi- wie 
anſwered all the objections I had made; for where 
there was mutual love there could be no bondage 
there being but one intereſt, one aim, and one dengu 
to make each other happy. 

Aye, ſaid 1, that is the thing | complain of; the 
pretence of afettion takes from à woman every 
thinz that can be called herſelf; ſlie is to have no 
znterelt, no aim. no view, but her huſband's ; the i- 
to be a paſſive creature, and lead a life of perfe& in- 
doience ; and living by taith, not in God, but in her 
huſband, ſhe ſinks or ſwims as he is either a lool or 
a wiſe man, unhappy or proip&#ous. 

He replied that however I might ſupport my opi- 
nios by ſubtle reaſoning, yet it was a way of arguing 
that was contrary to general practice; and he con- 
ſeſſed he was greatly diſappointed at i. But ſeeing 


I was poſitive in retuling him, notwithttanding wit 


had paſſed, he bad nothing to do but to ſecure me 
from reproach by going back to Paris, thac ſo i: 


Might die out of memory. 
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I was not pleaſed with this part at all, for I had no 
mind to lei him go, neither did I care te give him 
ſuch hold of me as he would have had; thus. L was 
in a kind of ſuſpenſe, irreſolute and doubt ful what 
courſe to take. | ſaw evidently that be was prepare 
ing to go to Paris: and I found myſelf with, ound 
by him, which I had not yet: tald him of. But one 
morning, when ] ſaw him, as L thought, a littlo an- 
xious and irreſolute about going, I told him, that I 
vas with child. 

He came io. me, and taking me in his arms, and 
kifing me a thouſand: times almoſt, ſaid, why. would 
be ſo unkind not to tell him of it before? I ſaid, 
it was hard, that to have him ſtay I ſhould be furoed, 
as criminals do to avoid the gallo wa, to plead my 
belly; and that I'thought I had given him teſtimo - 
nies enough of an affiction equal to that of a wife. 

He ſtill continued to perſuade me to marry him, 
but I was deaf to all his im portunities, and continued 
ſo to the laſt. We parted :; only he deſired me to 
write him word when I was delivered, and haw be 
might give me an aer. This L engaged L would 
du, and he went away in che morning. 


CHAP, XI. 


Roxana leawes Holland and comes to London. Settles in 
Pall-mall ; andis reſorted to by a number of fortune 
hunters. In what manner fr cameby the name of 
Roxana. ter grandeur, retirement, and riches, 


AVING ſold all my jewels at the Hague for 

7. boo piitales, (except the ſme diamond ning 

my geatleman the jeweler uſed to wear, thedia mond 
neckiace the prince had given me, and a pair of 
extraordinary 6ar-rings, worth boorpiſtoles} and re 
caved all the bals the merchart tad helped me to at 
Parts, which, with the money I brought with: me, 
made up 13,900 pittoles more; and: got bills of ex- 
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change payable at London for the whole ſum ; I took 
ſhipping at the Brill, and arrived ſafe at Harwich, 
where Amy, by my direction, met me. 

] had now all my effects ſecured ; but my money 
being my principal concern at that time, I found 1: 
difficalt to diſpoſe of it ſo as to bring me in an an- 
neal intereſt. However, in ſome time | got a ſub- 
ſtantial mortgage for 14,0001. by the aſſiſtance of 
the famous Sir Robert Clayton, for which I had an 
eſtate of 1,800]. a year bound to me, and had 705 ]. 
a year intereſt : and this, with ſome other ſecurities, 
made up my eſtate above 1,000 l. a year. 

I lay in at private lodgings about fix miles from 
London, and brought a fine boy into the world ; & 
according to my promiſe ſent an account of it to the 
father at Paris. In the letter [ told bim how ſorry | 
was for his going away; & did as good as intimate, 
that if he would come once more to ſee me, I thould 
uſe him better than | had done. He ſent me a very 
obliging anſwer, but took not the leaſt notice of my 
invitation, ſo I found my Intereſt there loſt for ever. 
I vas now up again, and foon came to my lody- 
ings in Pall-mail, and began to make a figure ſuita- 
ble to my eſtate. I ſoon found that the world was 
not unconceraed about me, for the neighbours began 
to be inquiſitive who I was, and what my circum- 
ſtances were. 


Amy was the only perſon who could ſatisfy their 


_ curioſity, and ſhe let them know that I was the wi- 
dow of a French nobleman, and worth 40,0001. all 
in my own hands. 

T his was all wrong in Amy, for it recommended 
me to thoſe ſort. of gentlemen called Fortune-hunt- 
ers. But if I was wrong in refufing the honourable 
propoſals of the Dutch merchant, I was right in re- 
jecting theſe offers, which came generally from gen- 
tlemen of good families and good eſtates, but who 
living te the extent of them were always needy and 
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neceſſitous, and wanted a ſum of money to pay off 
incumbrances, ſiſters portions, and the like. In 
bort I was harrafled with lovers in abundance, but 
it would not do; 1 aimed at greater things, and was 
poſſeſſed with fo vain an opimon of my beauty, that 
nothing lets than a king himſelf was in my eye. 

The king had (ſeveral miſtreſſes; and if the ſove- 
reign gave himlelt a looſe, it could not be expected 
the reſt of the court ſhould be ſaints. I ſoon found 
myſelf thronged with admirers, and received ſeveral 
viſits from ſome perſons of very great figure, who al- 


_ ways introduced themſelves by means of an old lady 


or two, who were now become my intimates, one of 
whom, | underſtood afterwards, was ſet to get into 
my favour to introduce what followed. 

The converſatibn we had was generally courtly, 
but civil, At length ſome gentlemen propoſed to play 
and made a party. They played high, and ſtaid late, 
but begged my pardon, only aſked leave to make an 
aypointment for the next night. I was as gay and as 
well pleaſed as any of them. One night, I told my 
lord that fince they did me the honour of di- 
verting themſelves at my apartment, and defired to 
be there ſometimes, I did not keep a gaming table, 
but, if they pleaſed, I would give them a little ball 
the next day ; which they accepted. 

Accordingly in the evening the gentlemen began to 
come, when | let them ſee I very well underſtood 
what ſucn things meant. I had a large dining room 
in my apartments, and five other rooms on the fame 


floor, all which J made drawing rooms for the occa 


hon: in three of theſe | had tables placed, covered 
with wine and ſweetmeats; the fourth had a green 
table for play; and the fifth was my own room, 
where I ſat and received company. I was dreſſed to 


the beſt advantage poſſible, and nad all the jewels on 


I was miſtreſe of. My lord —, to whom I made 
the. invitation, ſent me a band of mufic from the 
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Opera- houſo. The ladies danced, and began to be 


very merry. 
About eleven o'clock I had notice given me, that 


ſome gentlemen werexoming in maſquerade dreſſes, 


which ſtartled me, apprehending ſome diſturbance , 
but my lord — told me to be eaſy, for there wa 2 
party of guards at the door which ſhould be ready 
to prevent any 'rudeneſs. Another gentleman gave 
me a hint as if the king was among the maſks ; at 


which I was greatly ſurpriſed. However there was 
no going back; fo I kept my ſlation in my drawing 


om. | 
Soon after the maſks came in, and began with a 
comic dance. While they were dancing | withdrew, 


=_ 


and left a lady to anſwer for me that | would return 


immediately. In lefs than half an hour I returned, 
dreſſed in the habit of a Turkiſh princeſs, which [ 
got at Leghorn, when my foreign prince bought me 
a Turkiſh flave, who was taken by a Malteſe man 
of war in a Turkiſh veſſel going from Conſtantino- 
ple to Alexandria, in which were ſome ladies, who 
being made ſlaves, their fine cloaths were ſold ; and 


wit the flave | bought the rich dreſs too; but little 
did I chen think I ſhould put it to ſuch a uſe. 
When I returned, the room was full of company, 


and I ordered the doors to be ſhut till the ladies had 


taken a full view of my dreſs. But my lord — who 


was in the room, ſlipped out at another door, and 
brought with him one of the-maſkcs, a tall well ſhaped 
perſon, but who had no name, nor would it have 


been allowed to aſk any perſon's name on ſuch an 


occafion, The gentleman danced with me, and 


aiked me if I had a mind to dance an antic, or 


any thing by myſelf. I told him, any thing elſe ra- 


ther, if he pleaſed; fo we danced only two French 


dances, when he led me to the drawing room door, 
and retired to the reſt of the maſks. When he left 


| me, I did not go in, but turned about, and flicwed 
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molelf/ to the company, and calling my woman to 


me, gave ſome directions to the muſic, by which 
the company preſently undęrſtood that I would give 
them a dance by myſeW. They all immediately 
roſe up, and paid me a kind of compliment, by re- 
moving back every way to make room, for the place 
was exceeding full; and I danced by myſelſ a figure 
which | learnt in France, and which the prince of 


' — — defired I would dance for his diverſion. At 


the finiſhing the dance, the company clapped, & one 
of the gentlemen cried out, Roxana, Roxana, by 
G—! Uponwhich fooliſh accident I had the name 
of Roxana preſently fixed upon me all over the 
court end of the town, as effectually as if I had been 
chiiſtened ſo. f 

The ball held ill I was fick of the night; the gen- 
temen maſked went off about three in the morni 
the others fat to play, and ſome of the ladies were 
dancing at ſix o'clock in the morning. 

Las very eager to know who it was that dance@ 
with me. Some of the noblemen went fo far as to 
tell me | was very much honoured in my company, 
One of them ſpoke ſo broad as almoſt to ſuy it was 
the king; and another replied, it it had been his 
majeſty, he ſhould keve thought it no difſhonour te 
lead up a Kox na. But to this hour I never knew 
politely who i: was; & by his behaviour I thought 
he was 00 young for the king, his majeſty being in 
arage at that time that might be dilcovered from a 
young pericn by his dancing. 

Be that as it would, | had 500 guineas ſent me the 
next morning, anu the mef{-rger wa: ordered to tell 
me, that the perſons who (ent it, defived a ball at 
my lodg'ngs O the next Tueſday, but they would 
have my leave to give the emertainment themſelves, 
I was mighty well pleaſed with this, but 1nquifitive 
to know who the money came from. The meſſenger 


was filent as death; and bowing always to my en- 


— 
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* qutries, begged me to aſk no queſtions he cohld not 

give an oblig ing anſwer to. 
On Tueſday chere came ſuch an appearance of la- 
dies and gentlemen that my apartments were by ug 
means able to receive them: and thoſe who in paru- 
cular appeared as principals, gave orders below to 
let no more company come up. Lhe ſtreet was full 
of coaches with coronets, and fine glaſs chairs; in 
ſhrot it was impoſſible to receive the company. [ 
kept my littie room, as before, and the dancers filled 
the great room; all the drawing rooms wer- like- 
wiſe filled, and three rooms below ſtairs which were 
not mine. | 
Tat the king was at this aſſembly was out of 
queſtion with me by circumſtances I could not be 
deceived in; and particularly that there were five 
perſons unmaſked, three of whom had blue garters, 
and they appeared not to me till I came out to dance, 

My lord —, who had ſpoke openly to me the 
firſt night, came to me, and unmaſking, told me, the 
company bad ordered him to tell me, that they hoped 
they ſhould ſee me in the ſame dreſs I had appeared 
in the firft day, which had been, ſo acceptable, that 
it was the occaſion of this new meeting; and madam, 
ſays he, there are ſome in this aſſembly whom it is 
worth your while to oblige. | 

Some gentlemen then danced with ſome ladies ail 
in maſks, and when they ſtopped nobody role up to 
dance, but all cried out Roxana, Roxana! In the 
interval my ord — had brought another maiked 
| perſon into the room, whom I knew not, only could 
diſeern it was not the ſame perſon I danced with be- 
fore. This noble perſon, (for I afterwards under- 


ſtood it was the duke of ——) led me out into the 


middle of the room. 
I was dreſſed in the ſame veſt and girdle as before, 


but the robe had a mantle over it, which is uſual in 


the Turkiſh dreſs, and it was of crimſon and green, 


42 228 


1 . nn — — 


1 
the green brocaded with gold; and the head · dreſe 
varied a little from that 1 had before, as it ſtood 
higher, and had ſome jewels about the riſing part, 
which made it look like a turbant crow ned. 

After | had danced with that noble perſon I did 
not offer to dance by myſelf; but they all cried out 
Roxana again; and two ot the gentlemen came into 
the drawing room, to intreat me to give them the 
Turkiſh dance, which I readily yielded to; ſo I came 
out and danced jull as before. | 

While I was dancing, I perceived five perſons 
ſanding all together, and one of them with his hat 
on; it was an immediate bint to me who it was, and 
at firſt almoſt put me in ſome diſorder ; but I went 
on, received the applauſe of the company as before, 
and retired into my own room. When I was there 
the five gentlemen came acroſs the room to my fide, 
and coming in, followed by a throng of great perſons, 
the perſon with his hat on ſaid, madam Roxana, you 
. perform to admiration. I was prepared, and offered 
to knee! to kiſs His hand, but he declined it, and ſa- 
luted me; and ſo paſſing back thro' the great room, 
went away. | 

[| would have withdrawn & diſrobed, being ſome- 
what too thin in that dreſs, unlaced, & open breaſted, 
as it were in my ſhift; but it could not be, & I was 
obliged to dance afterwards with fix or eight gentle- 

men, moit, if not all of them of the firſt rank; and L 
was afterwards told that one of them was the duke 
of —. . 

About two or three o'clack in the morning the 
company began to decreale, the number of ladies eſ- 
pectally, ſome at 2 time; and the gentlemen retired 
down ſtairs, wrere they unmaſked, and went to 
play. 

Amy waited at the om where they played, fat 
up all night to attep: chem & in the morning, when 
they broke up. thev de pt the box into her le, and 
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me counted out to me ſretiy two guineas and a half, 
and the other {ervauts got in proportion. 

There is a ſcene, Which came in here, which ! 
muſt cover from human eyes or ears. For three 
years & about a month | lived retized, baving been 
obliged to make an excurſion, in a manner, and 
wich a perſon, which duty and private vows obliges 
me'notito reveal, 

At rhe end of that time I apppeared again; but | 
muſt own that I did not come absoad again with the 
fame luſtre, or ſhine with ſo much advantage as be- 
fore ; for as ſome people had got, at leaf, a ſuſpi- 
cion of where 1 had been, and Who dad been with 
me all the while, it began to be public that Roxana 


was neither better nor worle than a ——, and not 


the wemanof honour and virtue that was at firſt ſup- 


Vou are now to ſuppoſe me about ſeven years 
come to town. I ſuffered the revenue managed by 
Sir Robert Clayton to remain untouched, and had 
laid up incredible wealth the time confidered, So, 
had I had the Jeaſt thought of reforming, 1 had all the 


opportunities of doing it that ever woman enjo) ed; 


for the common excuſe oi whores, | mean want of 
money, was out of the queſtion. For including lome 
very handſome preſents I had made me in mere com- 
pliment, upon thoſe ſhining maiquerade mectings, 


which 1 held up for about two years; and what l 


made in three years of the moſt giorious retreat that 


ever woman had, I had fully doubled my ſrſt ſub- 


flance, and had near 5,000 I in money which I kept 
at home, beſides abundance of plate and jewels. 

In ſhort, I had now 235,c00 |. eſtate, and, as I 
found means to live without waſting either intereſt 
or principal, I laid up 2,000 |. every year, and thus 
I went op. 


CHAP, 


CHAP. XII. 4 


Roxana is addreſſed by a lord for a miſtreſs, and took 
into keeping, Auy finds out her mijlre/s's youngeſt fan. 


OON after my appearing again, I was very hand- 
O ſomely attacked by a nobleman of a very great 
eſtate. He made a long introduction to me up- 
on the ſubject of my wealth. Ignorant creature, ſaid 
I to myſelf, was there ever a woman who could ſtoop 
to the baſenels of being a whore, and was above tak- 
ing the reward of her vice? no, ho, depend upon it, 
if you obtain any thing of me, you muſt pay for it, 
and the notion of my being rich ſerves only to make 
it colt you dearer, ſince you cannot offer a trifle to a 
woman of 2,c001. a year. | 
After he bad harangued on that head a long time, 
he turned his diſcourſe to the ſubject of love; a point 
fo rid iculeus to me without the money, that I had 
not patience to hear him make a long ſtory of it. 
I received him civilly, and let him fee I could hear 
a wicked propoſal without being affronted, and yet 
was not to be brought into it too eaſily. He viſited 
me a long while, and made me ſeveral valuable pre- 
ſents, which with great difficulty I was prevailed on 
to accept. Gradually I ſuffered all his other Impor- 
tunities and when he made a propoſal to me of a 
ſectlement, he ſaid, that tho* I was rich, there was 
not the leſs due from him to acknowledge the favours 
he received; and that, if I was to be his, I ſhould 
not live at my own expence: I told him, I was not 
extravagant, yet 1 did not live at leſs than the expence 
of zool. a year. That, however, I was not covetous 
of ſettled allowances, for I looked upon that as a kind 
of golden chain, ſomething like matrimony. That, 
tho' I could be true to a man of honour, as I knew 
his lordſhip to be, yet l _ a kind of averſion to 


the 
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the bond; and though I was not fo rich as the world 
talked, yet I was not ſo poor as to bind myſelf up 
to hardſhips for a penſion. He told me, he expected 
to make my life perfectly eaſy ; that te knew of no 
bondage there could be in a private engagement be. 
tween us; that he ſcorned to expect any thing of me 
but what he knew, as a woman of honour, I could 
gout Then as to maintenance, he ſaid, be would 

oon ſhew that he valued me infinitely above 500 l. a 
year. And on this ſoot we began. 

Soon aftgr this private engagement, I began to con- 
ſider whether it were not more ſuitable to the life I 
now led, to be a little leſs public ; and, as I told my 
lord, it would rid me of the importunities of others, 
and of continual viſits from a ſet of people he knew, 
who had now got the notion of me J really deſerved. 
It was on this account I propoſed to his lordſhip my 
taking new lod gings: beſides, I conſidered, that as I 

* A live very happily, and yet not fo publick!y, 
ſo I need not ſpeud ſo much money; and if I made 
500 l. a year of this generous perſon it was more than 
1 had occaſion for, | 
My lord came readily into this propoſal, & went 
farther than I expected, for he ſound out a lodging 
for me in a veiy bandſome houſe in Queen Square, 
Weſtminſter, where he was not yet known ; and 
where he had a convenient way to come in, by a decor 
(of which he had the key) that opened into the park. 
| be!d this wicked ſcene of life about eight years; 
and tho! my lord found no fault, vet I found, wi:h- 
out much examination, that any one who looked in 
my face might ſee I was above :wenty years old; & 
yet I cartied my age, which was near fifty, very well 
too. . 
J muſt go back here, after telling the wicked things 
I did, to mention ſomething that,- however, had the 
face of doing good. I remembered that when I went 
from England I bad left five little childien turned 
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out to the charity of their father's relations, and now 
I greatly defired to hear how thipgs ſtood with them. 
Amy being the only perſon I could truſt with ſuch a 
commiſſion, I ſent her to Spittal fields, & ſhe brought 
me back word, that the uncle in-law, who bad been 
the kindeſt to the chilcren was dead; and that the 
widow was left in mean circumſtances. That he kept 
two of them while he lived, but the neighbours pitied 
them heartily, for their zunt uſed them barbarouſly, 
& made them little better than ſervants in the houſe 
to wait on her & her children, ſcarce allowing them 
cloaths fit to wear. Theſe were my eldeſt & third, 
who were daughters; the ſecond was a fourth 
a daughter, and the youngeſt a ſon. That as ſoon as 
the girls were able to go out to get work: they left 
her; & one of them went to ſervice to. a ſubſtantial . 
weaver's wife, where ſhe was chambermaid, and in 
alittle time ſhe took ber ſiſter out of her aunt's houſe 
and got her a place, This was all melanchaly, fo I 
ſent Amy to the wezver's houſe where the eldeſt had 
lived, but her miſtreſs being dead ſhe was , and 
nobody there knew where he went, enly they beard 
that ſhe lived with a great lady at the other end of 
the town, but they knew not who the lady was, 
However Amy heard that my youngeſt daughter 
was dead, but that my ſons were alive ; that the el - 
deſt had run away from bis uncle about twelve years 
before, and had not been fince heard of: and that 
the youngeſt was put out apprentice by the kindneſs 
of an uncle, but to a mean trade, at which he was 
to work hard. " 
Amy was ſo curious in this part that ſhe went im- 
mediately to ſee him, and found him bard at work. 
She talked to him, and finding him a ſenſible youth, 


- the went to his benefactor who had put him out, and 


opened her tale to him. She told him, ſhe bad a 
prodigious kindneſs for _ becauſe ſhe had — 
2 
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ſame far his mother to whom ſhe was ſervant e 
Added, that her circumſtances had happened to mend 
in the world, and, as ſhe was in a capacity, ſo ſhe 
| ws 4 7 to ſhew ſome k indneſs to the chi!dremf 
he could find them out. 
"He received her with all the civility fo kind an 
offer requ;red ; gave her an account what he bad 
done for the boy; and that he gave 201, with him, 
and was to find him in cloaths during all his appren- 
ticeſhip. | 
Sir, ſays ſhe, as you did all this in charitity it was 
exceeding kind; but as I am reſolved to do ſome- 
thing for him, I beg you to take him away from the 
fe where he works ſo hard. He imited at that: 
can, replied he take him away but then I mult loſe 
BF 20l. 1 gave with him. Well Sir, returned Amy, 
will enable you loſe that; I think you have done 
enough for the boy, and ought to be acknowledged 
as a father to him; but you ſhall not Joſe more by | 
your kindneſs than wnat the bringing him up obliges | 
you to; and therefore there is the money, and pra 
let him be · fetched away. 
| , ſays ne, I will thank you for the boy as |: 
| well as myſelf: but will you pleate to tell me Wat! 
| mmſt do with him. Sir, lays Amy, as you have been 
ſo kind to kerp him ſo many years, | beg you will 
take hum home again one year more, & | will bring 
vau a hundred pounds to lay out in ichooling ard 
„ cloaths, and to pay you for his boars, | 
He look'd pleaſed but ſurpriſeg, and enquired of 
Amy what he ſhould go to icnoo! 10 learn, & what 
ſhe would pleaſe to put him out ro. Amy ſaid, nie 
would bave him learn French, aud then merchants Þ 
accaunts, and to write a good hand, for {he wouid 
put him to @ merchant. 
About three days after this Amy went again, aud 
carried him the hundred pousds ſhe promited ; but 
then ſhe made quite another figure than ſhe did be- 
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ie force. She went in my coach, with two footmen to 
end IB attend her, and dreſſed very fine, with jewels and u 
ſhe © gold watch, The coachman & ſervants were ordered 
enif to ſhew her the ſame reſpect they would to me, and 


to call her madam Collins, if they were afkted any 
| an \'F queſtions about her. | 
tad | At this meeting the uncle brought his wife out, 
um, who ſpoke very tenderly of the youth, Madam, ſays 
ren- ſhe, I am heartily glad of your good intention to 


this poor orphan, and rejoice ſincerely for his ſake. 
But madam, you know, I ſuppoſe, that there ate two 
filters alive; may we not ſpeak a word for them? 

Where are they, madam ? ſays Amy. Ä 

Poor creatures, ſays the aunt, they are out at ſer- 
vice; nobody knows where but themſelves ; their 
caſe is very hartl. 

Well madam, replied Amy, if I could find them 
I would aſſiſt them. But my concern is for my boy, 
and I will put him in a condition to take care of his 
ſiſters, | 

Thus this matter paſſed on for near atwelvemonth, 
when one of my maid ſervants having aſked. Amy 
leave to go in the city to ſee ſome relations (for Amy 
was miftreſs of the ſervants, and took and put out 
ſuch as ſhe pleaſed), came home crying bitterly, and 
continued fo ſeveral days; which Amy perceiving, 
took an opportunity to examine her about it. 

The maid told a long ſtory, that ſhe had been to 
ſee her youngeſt brother, who was apprentice to a 
—— ; but there had come a lady in à coach to 
his uncle, who had brought him up, and had made 
him take him home again ; and the lady would have 
taken me, &, they ſay, would have provided fof nie 
too as ſhe did for my brother, but nobody could tell. 
V here to find me, and ſo | have loft all hopes of be- 
wd ing any thing but a ſervant all my days; and then 
but | the girl fell a crying. 3 
» | 3 By 


1 7 
By this time Amy had her head and her heart full © 
too, & did not know how to hold it, ſor ſhe was ſatil. © 
fied this was no other than my daughter: but, as ſhe |. 
had authority to manage every thing in the family, | 
me took occaſion, ſome time after, without letting 
i me know any thing of it, to find ſome fault with the 
_ maid, and turned ber away. * 
| . Her reaſons were good, though at firſt I was not 
| pleaſed when I heard it; but I was convinced after. 
| wards ſhe was in the right ; for if ſhe had told me of 
= it, I ſhould have been in a great perplexity between 
| the difficulty of concealing myſelf from my child, & 
Ge inconvenience of having my way of living knovy 
among wy huſband's relations, and even to my |u{. 
Sand himſelf; for as to his being dead at Paris, Amy, 
ſeeing me reſolved againſt marrying any more, told 
me, ſhe liad ſormed that tory only to make me eaſy 
if any thing ſhould offer to wy liking when I was in 
Holland. 

However, I was too tender a mother to let this 
| r girl go drudging about the world for bread. Be- 
, it came into my head Wat, perhaps, ſhe might 

be drawn in to marry or lie with ſome poor devil of 
a footman, and ſo be atterly rained. As to ſendiog 
Amy to her, there was no doing it, becauſe ſhe knew 
her : and, no doubt, ſhe might have ſeen me enough 
to know me again if I had diſcovered myſelf to her, 
But Amy found out a woman, and giving her her er- 
rand, ſent her to the honeſt man's houſe in Spittal- 
fields, where ſhe ſuppoſedthe girl would go after ſhe 
was out of her place, and bid her tel! her that ſome - 
thing ſhould be done for her as well as for ber bro- 
ther. And that ſhe ſhou'd not be diſcouraged, ſhe 
carried her twenty pounds to buy her cloaths, and 
bid her not go to ſervice any more, but take a lodg- 
ing 1— ſome good family, and he ſhould ſoon hear 
er. | : 
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1 
CHAP. XIII. 


Roxana is deſerted ly his lordſhip, changes her unf 
of life, and takes lodgings in the Minories, © 


Y amour with my lord — began now todraw 

near an end, and notwitſtanding his money, 
it Jaſted ſo long, that I was much more ſick of him 
than he was of me. He grew old, fretful, and cap- 
tious, & he grew wickeder as he advanced in years. 
That upon one of his capricious humours, which he 
often troubled me with, I took occaſion to be leſs 
complaiſant to him than [ uſed to be ; and, as I knew 
him to be a little haſty, I firſt took care to put him 
into a lictle paſſion, and then to reſent it. I faid, I 
thought he grew lick of me. He anſwered, that truly 
ſo he was. I replicd, that I found he was endeavour- 
ing to make me ſick too, for he did not uſe me as he 
was wont to do, and I begged his lordihip to make 
bimſclf eaſy. 

ter this took lodgings at Kenſington, where I 
b very tew of ais lordihip's vidits, which I was ve- 
ry g/ai of ; for I now begaa to be fick, not only of 
h:s 1+ hip but of the vice; and as I had leiſure to 
d „id enjoy in y(eif now in the world, fo I found 
my judgment he n to vail upon me to fix my de- 
I; be upon 15% .r ol1-%s than 1 had formerly done, 
and ie = „ſell che queſtion what am La whore 
foi now ? Avarice cculd nave no pretence, for L 
wa ou vi the reach-of all that fate could do to ich · 
pov eriſh me, having fifty thouſand pounds at leaſt in, 
my pocket. 

My boy, the only fon I knew I had left that I 
had a legal right to call ſo, was reſcued from the 
unhappy circumſtances of oeing apprentice to a me- 
chanic, and brought op on a new foot; but tho this, 


was inhnitely to his advantage, yet put it him back, 
| 94 near 
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near three years as to bis coming into the world ; at 
the end af which time I put him to a very flouriſhing 
Italian merchant, and he ſebt him to Meſſina in the 
iſland of Sicily; and, a little before the juncture | am 
now ſpeakiny of, Amy bad letters from him, intima. 
ting that he was out of his time, and that he had an 
opportunity to enter into an Engliſh houle there, 
on very good terms, if his ſupport from hence an- 
ſwered what he was bid to hope for. I he merchant 
whom he had ſerved his clerkſhip to, gave fo ſatiſ- 
factory an account to fir Robert Clayton of my young 
man that I made no ſcruple to pay 4,0001. which 
was 1,0001. more than he propoſed. 

But there was another difficulty which lay heavier 
upon me a great deal, and that was my daugh- 
ter, whom I had relieved by means of a perſon pro- 
cured by Amy. 

It was not long after, but being in every thing well 
equipped, as ſhe was directed, ſhe came to viſit mrs. 
Amy & to tell her of her good fortune. Amy pre- 
tended to be much ſurpriſed and overjoyed at the al- 
teration, & began to treat her very well, entertained 
her „. and when ſhe would have gone, 
pretended to aſk my leave, and ſent my coach home 
with her ; and learning where ſhe lodged, Amy pro- 
miſed to return the viſit, and did ſo: in a word Amy 
and Suſan began ag intimate acquaiotance together. 

After ſhe and Amy had exchanged ſeveral viſits, 
the girl talking to Amy of the gay things that fell 
out when ſhe was ſervant in my family, ſpoke of it 
with a kind of concern that ſhe could not ſee her la- 
dy ; and at laſt ſhe adds, it is very ſtrange, madam 
that tho” I lived near two years in the houſe | never 
ſaw my miſtreſs in my life, except it wa that public 
night when ſhe danced in the fine Turkiſh habit, & 
then ſhe was ſo diſguiſed that Lk ue nothirg of her 

afterwards. 


CEE. 
Amy was glad to hear this, and told me of it, & 
I confeſs it gave me a ſeeret joy to think I was not 
known to her; and, when other circumſtances made 
room for it, I might diſcover myſelf to her, and let 
her know ſhe had a mother in a condition fit to be 
owned. | 
had begun to reflect a little upon my manner of 
living, and to think of putting a new fact upon it; 
and nothing moved me more to it than the conſider- 
ation of having children who were now grown up, 
and yet, while | was in that ſtation, I could not con- 
verle with them, nor make myſelf known to them: 
and this gave me a great uneaſineſs. At laſt I talked 
on this part of it with Amy. 
Amy, who was a clever manager in ſuch cafes, 
ſays, madam, | have found a ſcheme how you ſhall, 
if you have a.mind to it, begin and finiſh a perfect & 
entire change ia your cucumſtances and figure in one 
Cay, and be as much unknown in twenty-four hours 
as vou would bein ſo many years. Come then, ſays 
I. ct us ar 1t, tor you pleaſe me mightily with the 
t oughits of it, | 
Why, fays Amy, let me go into the city this after- 
noon, and I wi l enquire out ſome ſober family, and 
will take lodgings for you as a country gentlewoman 
who defires to be in London about half a year, and 
to board yourſelf and kinſwoman, that is, half a ſer- 
vant half a companion, meaning myſelf; and ſo a- 
gree with them by the month. To this lodging you 
may go to moriow morning in a hackney coach, and 
cave ſuch cloaths and linen as you think fit, and theti 


you are removed at once. In the mean time, I will 


let the ſervants know that you are gone to Holland 
upon extraordinary buſineſs, and will leave off your 
equipages, and fo I will give them warning, or, if 
they will accept of it, a month's wages ; and then I 

will ſell off your furniture as well as I can. 
C g This 
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This was Amy's ſcheme ; and it pleaſed me ſs well 
that I reſolved to let her go. She was gone five 
hours ; but when ſke came back, I could ſee that her 
ſuceeſs had been anſwerable to her pains. O madam t 
fays the I have pleaſed you te the life. With that ſhe 
told me, ſhe had fixed upon a houſe in a court in the 
Minories ; that it was a female family, that the miſ- 
treſs had four children, kept two maids, & lived very 
handſomely, but wanted company to divert her ; & 


Amy had agreed for a good handiome price, becauſe 


ſhe was reſolved I ſhould be uſed well. 
I was ſo pleaſed that J refoived to go with Amy 
next day to ſee the ledgings. The geatlewoman, 


who was a Quaker, was perfc&ly well bred, good 


humoured, and of a moſt agreeable converſation. [ 
was fo pleaſed that I would go away no more, but 
took up my lodgings there the very firſt night. 


LC a AP. XIV. 


Roxane becomes a Draker ; ſets up her coach; and ſends 
Amy to Paris to ſeet the Dutch merchant. 


Was now in a perſecl retreat, as if I had been a. 
1 mong the mountains in North Wales; and pre- 
tended, after I had been there ſome time, to be ex- 


tremely in love with the dreſs of the Quakers. This 


pleaſed her fo much, that ſhe would needs dreſs me 


up one day in a ſuit of ker own cloaths. Amy was 
Rruck with the novelty, and when the Quaker was 
gone out of the room, ſaid, I guefs your meaning, it 
i a perfect diſguiſe to) ou. 


I aſked my Quaker if ſhe would ſell it. I told her 
J was fond of it, and would give ber enough to buy 


A better ſuit. She declined it at firſt, but I ſoon per- 


ceived it was chiefly in good manners; ſo I made 


her let me know what they coſt, and gave her three 
guineas more than the price. 


MET age. © 
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This good Quaker had the misfortune to have 2 
bad huſband, and he was gone abroad ; but ſhe had 


a houſe well furniſhed, and ſome jointure of her own 


which ſupported her and her children, ſo that ſhe did 
not want. However, as I knew there was no way 
to fix this new acquaintance like making myſelf her 
friend, 1 began with making ſome handſome preſents 
to her and ber children; and this anſwered my end, 
for it engaged her ſo, that I might, upon any occa- 
hon bave confidence in her. 

I went but li:tle abroad, but I had been ſo uſed to 


a coach that I knew not well how to go without one, 


ſs I told my Quaker friend one day, that I thought 
I lived too clole & I wanted air. That I had 
always had a, coach of my own till now, & I way 
re ſolved to nave one again. When we came to talk 
of equipages, ſhe extolled having all things plain, & 
left it to her direction. So a coachmaker was ſent 
for who provided me a plain coach, lined with light 
grey cloth, & my coachman had a coat of the ſame. 


There were few actions in my life, which, on re- 


collection afforded me 2ny thing but regret ; but no 
one left ſo much melancholy on my mind, as part- 
ing with the Dutch merchant, I toid Amy of it, & 
the at Jaſt ſtarted a thirg which put it into a way of 
management. Since you are ſo uneaſy, ſays ſhe, a- 
bout this Mr. give me leave to go to Paris to 
ſee what's become of him. | 

Not tor ten thouſand pounds, ſaid I, but if you 
will p:omiſe me not to enter into any diſcourſe te- 
ſpecing me unleis he begios it, I could be almoſt 
perſuaded to Jet you go and try, Amy promiſed all 
that I deſited, and I let her go. | 

Amy had a very good paſſage, and when ſhe came 
to, Paris the informed me taat the Dutch mer- 
enant bad-quitted that city, and was gone to live at 
Roan ; but chat ſhe had accidentally met with the 
prince of — gentleman ; aud had enquired about 


” — 


( #4 ) 
the prince, who was gone into Germany and lived 
there | 


Iss not at all ſatisfied with Amy's account, but 
YVrdered her to go Roan, which ſhe did: and there 
the was informed that the merchant had lived there 
two years, but meeting with a great misfortune he 
had gone back to Holland, where he ſtaid two years 
and then returned to Roan, and refided there another 
year; that afterwards he went to England, and that 
he lived in Lawrence Poutney Lane,in London, and 
was to be ſeen every day upon the Exchange. 
While this was negotiating, a ſtrange adventure 
happened to me. I had be- n as far as Epping Foreſt 
with the Quaker, when on the read between Bow 
and Mile end two gentlemen came riding by, and 
went forward: towards Londen. T hey did not ride 
Space, & I could hear them talk Dutch very dittinR- 
ly, but it is impoſſible to deſcribe the confuton | was 
in, when I plainly ſaw that the farthell of the two 
was my friend the Dutch merchant. 

Had it been poſuble, ! would have concealed my 
diſorder from the Quaker, but . e perceiv-d it, Doit 
thou underfiand Dutch? Why ? taid I. Why, lays 
the, it is eaſy enough to ſuppole that thou art jome- 
what concernes at what tiole men fay ; I ppoſe 
they are talking of thee. Indeed, my good friend, 
thou art mitt» xen, their diſcourſe is about Gps and 
trading; but I think I know the fartheſt of them, but 
I have not ſeen him for above eleven years. Well, 
tnou haſt {een him with more than common eyes, or 
thou wouldeſt not be ſo ſurpriſed at ſecit g him a- 
gain. I am indeed, {aid I a little ſurpriſed, thinking 

he had been in another part of the world; for I can 
aſſure you, I never ſa · / him in England in my life. 
Well then, it is the more likely he is come now on 
purpoſe to ſeek thce. No, no, ſaid I; but yet I 
ſho:'d be glad to know where he lives, and how to 
enquire about him. 
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She took the hint immediately, & her ſervant being 
behind the coach, ſhe called him, and bade him keep 
his eye upon that gentleman, & as ſoon as the coach 
came to the end of Whitechapel, he ſhould get Gown 
and follow nim cloſely. The fellow fojlowed very 
diligently to the Black Bull inn in Biſhootgate-ſtreet, 
and ſeeing him go in made r o doubt but he had him 
faſt, but was confounded when be found the inn was 
a thoroughtare into another ſtreet, and ſocanic back 
10 wiſer than he went. 

The Quaker was more vexed at the diſappoint- 
ment than I was, and aſked the fellow it he was ſure 
he knew the gentleman again if he ſaw him? The 
{cllow faid he ſhould, So, without telling me any 
thing of the nigiter, ſhe cauſed her man to place him- 
ſe'f at the corner of Wnitechapel Church wall every 
Saturday in the afternoon. It was not till tue fifth 
Saturday that her man came with a greatdeal of joy 
to tel! her he had tound out the gentleman, and his 
name was mr. „that he lodged at mr. — —*;, 
in Lawrence Pountney Lane- I was ſurpriſed when 
ſhe came in the evening and ſaid, I have found out 


thy Dutch friend, and can tell thee where to ſiad him 


too, I coloured: and, to put me out of my pain, 
ſhe told me all the particulars, & what ſhe had done. 
Well ſa:d J, thou art very kind, but this is not worth 
thy pains; it is only to ſatisfy my curioſity, for I will 
not fend to him on any account, 


Ci AW AV 


The Dutch merchant finds out Roxana, waits on her, 
and fei ſuades ber to marriage. 

URING this interval of five weeks I ſuffered a 

thouſand perplexities. 1 was convinced I was 

right as to the perſon, I knew him ſo well, and ſaw 

him ſo plain that I could not be deceived. At laſt 

came Amy's letter with the account ſhe received at 
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Roan, which confirming” the other, left me out of 
doubt of his being my man. 


But now I had made the diſcovery, I wat as far to 


ſeek what meaſures totake as I was before. To ſend 
or ſpeak to him firſt I reſolved not to do; and to 


watch him about his lodgings was as much below my 
ſpirit ; ſo that I was in a perfect loſs how to act or 
what to do. | 


In theſe thoughts I paſſed away near three months; 


when one afternoon, as my friendly Quaker and . 


were ſitting in her chamber, ſomebody rung haſtily 
at the door, and ſhe run down berſelf to open it; 
when a gentleman appeared, and making ſeme apo- 
logies, aſked to ſpeak with me. She brought him in- 


to a very handſome parlour, and ſaid ſtœ would go 
and ice whether the perſon who lodged in her houle 


owned that name. 


I was a little ſurprized even before I knew who 


it was, but was frighted ard ready to die, when m 
Quaker came up gay,aud crowing ; There, ſaid ſhe, 
1s the Dutch merchant come to ſee thee, I could 
not ſpeak a word, but fat motionleſs as a ltatute; at 
laſt ſhe pulled me and teazed ne, come, come, ſays 
ſhe, be thyſelf, and rouze up; I mut go down again 
to him; what ſha!l | fay to him? Say you haveno 
ſuch perſon in the houfe. That J cannot do lays he, 
becauſe it is not truth ; beſides I owned thou watt 
above; come, go down. Not for a thoufand guineas, 
ſaid I, Well, ſays ſhe, I will go and tell him thou 
wilt come quickly. 

A million of thoughts circulated in my head when 
ſhe was gone, and what to do I could net tell. But 


the Quaker coming up and perceiving my confuſion 


fetched me a little pleaſant cordial ; and I went down 
ſtairs with her into a dining room next the parlour 
in which he was. There I topped, and deſired her 
to let me conſider of it a little. Well do, ſays ſhe, & 


left me with more readineſs than ſhe did before, But 


C0 3 


the Quaker ſoon aſter threw open the folding doors, 
which led into the next parlour, & uſhering him in, 
there, ſaid ſhe, is the perſon who thou enquirelt after. 
And then ſhe retired, | 

[ was confounded and ſtood up; and he came to 
me gravely, and ſaluted me in form. However when 
be perceive the Quaker was gone, he made a kind of 
hefitation ; and looking a little round him, indeed, 
ſaid he, I thought the gentlewoman was not with- 
drawn; and with that he took me in his arms, and 
kiſſed me three or four times, | 

He began wich an extaſy on the ſubject of his find» 
ing me out; how it was poſſible that he ſhould bave 
been four years in England, and had uſed all the 
ways imaginable, and could never ſo much as have 


the leait iutimation of me, or any one like me. 


told him, that an, one who knew the manner of 
life I led, might account for bis not finding me; and 
the retreat I nad taken up, would haverendered is 
a thouſand to one odds he had never found me at all. 
Tnen he aſked, if I had not received ſome letters 


from him. I told bim no; for as he had not thought 


fit o give an anſwer to the laſt I wrote him, he could 
not ſuppoſe I ſhouid expect a return after a ſilence in 
a caſe where I had laid myſelf ſo low, and expoſed 
myſelf in a manner I had not been uſed to. That in- 
deed I had never ſent for any letters after that to the 
place I had ordered nis to be directed; for being {0 
juitly puniſhed for my weakneſs, I had nothing to 
do but to repent cf being a fool after I had ſtrictly 
adhered to a juſt principle before. | 

He replied, I rum out into a diſcourſe which he 
hoped was forgotten; that when he came firſt to 
England, he weat to the place to which they were 


directed, and found them ail lying there but one, and 


that the people had nat known how to deliver them, 
and had the mortificatioa to be told, they did not ſo 
much as know who I was, Then he enquired after 
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the poor child; and the tears ſtood in bis eyes, while 
he added, to that moment he knew not if it was alive 
or dead | covid not kear this without being ſenſi- 

bly touched, and told bim that the child was taken 
care of, and that he need not be anxious about it, un- 
leſs ne ſuſpectec that I had leſs affect ion for the child 
than he; that he knew what I had promiſcd him to 
do for it; that I had made my wiil, and had left it 
50001. and the intereſt of it till * ſhould come of 


age if ] died before that time; that I would ſtill be 
as good io it; but if he had a mind to take it from 


me into his government, I would perform what J 
fat!; I would cauſe the child to be delivered to him 
and the gooο! alio for its ſupport, 

He thanked me for my affection to the child, but 
ſaid, he did rot detirz to take bim from me, but ſo 
as to introduce him into ihe worid as his own; and 
he could do it, having 1-e3 abient from hs other 
children ſo loug that he might very well ſend another 
ſon of ten years old to be brought up with them, & 


ſuppoſe his mother to be ade or drad as ne found 


occaſion. 
We had ſo much diſcourſe upon this ard the ol 


| affairs, that it took up all our tine at his firtt int; & 


obtaining my leave to viſit me again he went away. 
We had ſeveral meetings after this, in which we 

we had ſo many prelimivaries to go thro” that ve 

never touched on the main ſuvjeti. Once or twice 1n- 


- deed he faid ſomething of it, and put it off with a 


jeſt ; however, in proceſs of time | began to be kind 


to him, and we grew very intimate. | had left oft 


talking my platonies, and of my independency, and 
he having cleared my doubts as to his circomitances 
and misfortunes, we had entered into cloſe conference 


don the grand affair, and began to conſider where we 


ſhould live, and what equipage we ſhould have. 
My merchant bred to buſineſs could hardly tell 


howto live without; and pleaded to live as near Lon- 
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. | 
don 15 we could, that he might ſometimes come to, 
Change and hear how the world went abroad, and 
how it fared with his friends and children, I an- 
ſwered. that if he choſe to embarraſs himſelf with bu- 
ſineſs, I ſuppoſed it wou:d be more to his ſatisfaction 
to be in his own country. At which he ſmiled, but 

{aid he could not expect ſuch an offer from me. 
I was ſome ſew days after looking out of the win- 


dow, and {aw a coach come to the end of the court 


where we lived, and Amy alight out of it. She told 
me a long ſtory of the prince being hurt by a wild 
boar; how his gentleman had given her an account 
of his illneſs and recovery: but the ſum of the mat- 
ter as to me was, that his lord was turned penitent, & 
under ſome vows for his recovery, and could think 
no more of the lady. I was hardly able to bear the 
firſt ſurpriſe of this diſappointment. Amy ſaw it, & 
fays, Madam, never be concerned at it: he is got in- 
to the hands ef the prieſts, who may be have ſent 
him barefoot on an errand to ſome Madona or No- 
tredame or other ; but I warrant you he will be as 
wicked as ever when he is got out of their hands. 

Then Amy told me, as for the Jew, ſhe had learn- 
ed from good hands that he was concerned in a deſign 
to rob a banker at Paris, and that he was fled, & had 
not been heard of for above fix years. 

Tnat for my huſband the brewer, he was wound- 
ed in the battle of Mons, and died of his wounds, 

Then I (»|d Amy all the ſtory of the merchant, & 
how he had found me out, and told all the ſtory of 
his misfortunes. ; | 

Awhile after this, when were very merry, he called 

me his princeſs. W hat do you mean by that? faid I, 
I mean nothing ſaid he, but that you are a princeſs to 
me, Well {aid I as to that ! am content, but I might 
have been a princeſs if I would have quitted you, I 
can not make you a princeſs ſaid he, but I can make 
you a lady in England, and a counteſs io Holland, 
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Itold Amy what he ſaid, and ſhe was as impatien- 


1 


to know how it could be as I was. But the next time © 


he told me, that money every where purchaſed title: 


of honour, That as to England, he had nothing to do 
but to get an act of naturalization, and he cou!d 
purchaſe a patent for Baronet, That he had a ge- 
phew in Holland who had the title of Count, which 

e had often offered ro make over to him for 1009 
piſtoles ; and conſidering it was in the family alrea- 
dy, he would, if I was willing, purchaſe it. 

I told Amy the ſtory, & when 1 aſked her opinion 
ſhe made me laugh. Now which ſhall I be Amy; a 
baronet's lady in England, or a countefs in Hol. 
land? Both of them, replied the ready witted jade, 


and then you will really be a princeſs ; for ſure, io 


be a lady in Engliſh, and a counteſs in Dutch, may 
make a princeſs in High- Dutch. Upon the whole, 
Amy put the thought into my head, & I reſolved to 
be both. 


In about fix weeks we ſettled all preliminaries; & 


be let me know he ſhould have the bil! of naturaliza- 


tion paſſed time enough to be an Engliſhman before 


_ we married. 


I; was not above three or tour days after, that be 
brought me the patent for a Baronet: and ſaiuting 


me by the name of the lady —, joining his own . 


ſurname to it, preſented me withghis picture ſet with 
diamonds, & breaſt jewel worth a thouſand piſtoles; 
and the next morning we were married. 

We were very merry all the day, and at nightthe 
Quaker and Amy put us to bed, the honeſt Quaker 
little imagining we had been a bed together 
eleven years before. Amy. grinned as if ſhe had been 
pleaſed, but it came out in ſo many words when he 
was not by, that this ſhould have been done ten or a 


dozen years before; that it would ſignify little now ; 


in ſhort, that her miſtreſs was pretty gear fifty, and 
toe old to have children. 
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CHAP, XIV. 


kues and her huſband's kindneſs to the Quaker, 
They go to the Hague, where Roxuna is fliled the 


Countc/s of ; and how ſpe lived there. . 


Was now my lady ——, and muſt own I was ex- 
1 ceedingly pleaſed with it, it was ſo great to hear 


myſelf called her Ladyſhip and y our Ladyſhip, but 


the novelty ſoon wearing off, I wanted the other ti- 
tle as much as I did that of ladyſtyp before, 
We lived this week in ail the innocent mirth ima- 
inable, & our good-humoured Quaker was ſo plea- 
2 in her way that it was particularly entertaining. 


One day my ſpouſe preſſed me to dreſs, tho' we had 


no company: and I, jeſting, told him, I believed I 
was able to dreſs myſelf ſo in ene kind of dreſs, that 
he would not know his wife when he ſaw her. No, 
he ſaid, that was impoſſble. I told him, 1} woyld put 
it on, if he would promiie never to defire mg to ap- 
pear in it before company. He promiſed he would 
not, but wanted to kaow why, Becaule, ſaid I, it 
is not a decent dies., & would not look modeſt. He 
was ſati-hed with this aniwer ; and I witkdrew with 


the Quaker and Amy, When Amy nad dreſſed me 


in my Curkiſh habit, (at which che Quaker was de- 


lighted) L went down to him, Amy holding the t:ain 


of my robe. He knew me becauſe I had prepared 
him, but he by no means knew Amy, for the had put 
oa the garb cf the little Turk I ha1 at Naples ; but 
ſhe could neither hold het countenance nor her cnat- 
terin g tongue ſo as to be concealed long. 

He was ſo charmed with the dreſs that he would 
have ae lit and dine in 1:. I afterwards told him, 
that my nuſband the jeweller boughtit for me at Leg- 
horn, with a young Turkiſh ſlave, whom I parted 
with ai Parte; and that it was by the help of that 
flave that I learned bow to dreſs in it, 
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When we cloſed up the wedding week in which 
the Quaker had been ſo very handſome to us, I told 
him how much I thought we were obliged to her for 
her generous carriage; how the bad aQed the Kinde! 
part through the whole; and how faithful a triend 
ſhe had been to me on all occaſions. And then lertin 
him into a little of her family uneafineſs, ſaid, 
thought I not only ought to be grateful to her, but 
really to do {omething extraordinary for her, to- 
wards making her eaſy in her affairs. 

My ſpouſe was exceedingly pleaſed with my di- 
courſe, and made a fort of ſpeech to me about gra- 
titode; told me it was one of the brighteſt qualif- 
cations of a gentle oman; & that it was ſo connected 
wieh religion and honeſty, that he queſtioned if ei- 
ther of them could be found where there was no gra- 
titude ; and he ſpoke of ſettling 6cl. a year upon her 
for life, but in ſuch a manner as not to be in the po- 
wer of any perſon to reach but herſelf. But think- 
ing that a little too much, I told him, I thought if 
he or her a putſe of 100 goineas, and then ſettled 
40l, a year upon her it would be very handſome. 

He agreed to that; and the ſame day in the even- 
ing, he took the Quaker by the hand, and told her, 
that having been very obligingly treated by her, he 
thought himfelf bound to let her ſes we knew how to 
de grateful: that he defired her to accept of that as 

| an acknowledgment i part only (putting the gold 
mto her hand); and that his wife would talk to 
her about what farther he had to fay to her. Upon 
which he went ap ſtairs, leaving her confuſed, and 
not knowing what to ſay. | | 
When he was gone, ſhe began to make very hand- 
ſome repreſentations of her good will to us both. But 
J put a ſtop to her, and bid her ſay no more, but ac- 
cept of what my ſpouſe had given her: and then 1 
told her what we had reſolved to do for her: 
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Our kindneſs to the quaker did not end with the 
40l. a year 3 for we were always, while we ſtaid, 
giving her ſomething or other; and inſtead of lodg- 
ing with her ſhe boarded with us, for I kept 
houſe, and ſhe and all her family eat and drank with 
us, and yet we paid her the rent too. In ſhort, I re- 
membered my widowhood, and I made this widow's 
hear: glad many a day on that aceount. 
| Being now married near a twelvemonth, we began 
to think of going to Ho'land, where I had propoſed 
to live, and I began to draw in my effects ſo as to 
have them all at command upon whatever occaſion 
we thought fit, and told my huſband of it. He deſi- 
red | would adjourn it till to-morrow, and then we 
would do as the poor people do when they marry, 
feel in their ,pockets & ſee haw much money they 
can bring together into the world. | 
This was in the morning, and after dinner my 
{pouſe went out, and returned with a porter bring- 
ing two large boxes, & his ſervant brought another. 
ſoon after he goes out again with his man, and re- 
turning at night, brought another porter with more 
boxes and bundles, and all was carried up and put in 


a room next our bed -· chamber, & in the morning he 


began to unpack. g 

Wien he opened the boxes, I found they were 
chiefly full of books and writings ; but when he 
nad gone through the papers he opened a little box, 
and there was in it what I did not expect. I thought 
be had ſunk his eſtate rather than raiſed it; but he 
produced me in goldſmiths bills, and ſtock in the En- 
gliſh Eaſt India company, to the amount of 16,090]. 
lterlipg; then he gave into my hands nine aſſignments 
upon the bank of Lyons, and two upon the rents 
of the town-bouſe in Paris, amounting in the whole 
to 5800 crowns a year; & laltly, the ſum of 30,000 
rixdollars in the bank of Amſterdam; beſides ſome 
jewels and gold in the box to the value of about 15 
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or 16,001. among which was a very good necklace 
of pearl, of about two hundred pounds value; and 
that he gulled out & tied about my neck, telling me 
that ſhould not be reckoned in the account. Behdes 
in his books there was about 12,0001 more; - & all 
put together, made 27,000], ſterling, and 1,320]. 
a year. Alſo a right of reverſion which he 
had to a paternal eſtate in his family, and a mort. 
gage of 14,c00 rixdollurs which he had upon it; ſo 
that was about zoool. more. 


But now ſaid he, I muſt pay my debts out of this, 
and they are very great I aſſure you; and the firſt, he 


faid was a black article of Sooo piſtoles, which be 


had a law-ſuit about at Paris, in which he was caſt; 


that in other accounts he owed about 5, 300l. ſter. 
ling. But afterall this, he had 17,0col. clear ſtack 


in money, and 1,320]. a year in rent. 


After ſome pauſe, it came to my turn to ſpeak, 


Then, firſt, I produced the mortgage which fir Ro- 


bert had procured for me, the annual rent 700]. per 


annum; the principal money 14,0001. Secondly, a- 


nother mortgage upon land, procured by the fame 
faithful friend, on which, at three times, I had ad- 
vanced 1 2,000l. Thirdly, a parcel of little ſecurities 
prac by ſeveral hands, on fee-farm rents, and 
uch petty mortgages, amounting to 10,860], prin-, 

Cipal money, and paying 6361. a year rent; fo that 


there was 2,0561. a year coming in. 


When TI had ſhewn him all theſe, I laid them 


on the table, and bid him take them. He looked at 


them a While, and then handed them all back again 
tome, I will not touch them, ſays he, not one of 


them, till they are all ſettled in Truſtees hands for 


your own uſe. , 
We had full 4ocol. a year for our future ſubſiſ- 


| tence, befides a vafbſum in jewels and plate. And J 


bad kept batk from him about 8oool. to provide 
for my two daughters, of whom I have much to ay. 
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klace . With this eſtate, and with the beſt huſband in the 
and , gorld, I left England. I had not only abandoned all 
b me IF the gay & wicked courſe which I had gone through 
Ades before, but began to loak on it with that deteſtation 
* all and horror which is the certain companion, if not the 
j2ol. 2 forerunner of repentance. ; 
| he Þ The firſt thing that happened after our coming to 
ort. te Hague, was, that my ſpouſe ſaluted me one 
%% F morning with tne title of Counteſs, as he ſaid he in- 
 Z tended to do, by baving the inheritance to which 
his, dhe honour was annexed, made over to him. I was 
» he do ia the height of my glory and proſperity, and 
le as called the counteſ of —, for I had obtained 
iſt; * that unlooked for which I ſecretly aimed at, and was 
ter. 1 really the main reaſon of my coming abroad. 
ack »ͤ be firſt thing that my ſpouſe took upon him to 


manage, was to declare eurſelves married eleven years 
before our arriving in Holland; and conſequently 
\o- | teackrowlegeour little ſon, who was yet in Rngland, 

Per do be legitimate; order him to be brought over, & 
a- added to our family ; and acknowledge him for our 


ne Wy own. | 

d- This was done by giving notice to his friends at 
es BY Nimeguen, where his children, (two ſons and a 
d daughter) were brought up, that he was come over 
-, from England; and that he was arrived at the Hague 
at | with his wife, and ſhould reſide there ſome time, & 


would have his children brought down to ſee him; 
4 which was accordingly done, and I entertained them 
# with all the kindneſs and tenderveſs that they could 
expect from their mother-in-law ; & who pretended 
to have been ſo ever ſince they were two or three 
Tr years old. | 
3 This conduct of my ſpouſe was iudeed a teſtimo- 
ny of a wonderful degree of honeity and affection 
to our little ſon ; and was a juſt reproach to me that 
I had not the ſame concern for it. What the reaſon 
was I cannot tell, but I never had a hearty affectio- 
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nate love to the child, and indeed had ſhewn a gene. 


ral neglect of it, except that | ſent Amy now and then 
to look at it, and pay for its _—_— as for me, [ 
ſcarce ſaw it four times in the four firſt years of its 
life. Whereas, of a ſon I had by the jeweller I ſhew'd 
a different concern; for I provided very well for him 
and ſent him to ſchool ; and when he came to years 
fit for it, let him go over with a perſon of honefly & 
good bulineſs to the Indies; and after he had lived 
there ſume time, and began to a& for himſe;t, ſent 
him over the value of 2oool. at ſeveral times, with 
which he traded and grew rich. 

Not all the affluence of a plentiful fortune, ho- 
nours, titles, attendants and equipages; in a word, 
not all the things we call pleaſure, could give me any 
ſatisfaction; at leaſt, not ſo much but I grew ſad, 
penſive, and melancholy ; ſlept and eat Intie, and 
dreamed continually of the moſt trightful and ter- 
rible things imaginable, ſo that n the murn ng when 
I ſhould riſe, & be refreſhed with the bleſſings of ref, 
I was hagridden wi:n frights & terrible things form- 
ed merely in the imagination; and was either tired 
and wanted ſlcep, or over-run with vapours, & not 
fit for converſing with my fami'y, or any one elſe. 

My huſband, the tenderelt creature in the wor'd, 
was in great concern ſor me, and did every thing 


that Jay in his power to comfort and reftore me; 


ſtrove to realon me out of it and then tried all poſ- 
ſible ways to divert me, bur all co little purpoſe. 
My only relief was ſometimes to unboſom myle'f 
to Amy, when we were alone. She did all ſhe could 
to comfort me, but all was to little effect there. Amy 
was a wild, gay, looſe wretch, and not much the 


graver for her age: For Amy was by this time be- 


_ tween forty and fifty too. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Roxana relates a lang detail of occurrences which trop 
ceded her departure from England. 


Muſt now go back to another ſcene, and join it 

to this part of my ſtory, which will compleat all 
my concern with England. I have hinted what I had 
done for two ſons, one at Meſſina, the other in the 
Indies, | 

But I have not gone through the ſtory of my two 
daughters. I have already obſerved how one of the 
girls, when ſhe was made a lady, came and viſited 
Amy at my lodgings. After which, Amy going to 
viſit the girl's brother at bis uncle's houfe in Spittal- 
fields, both the girls were there, merely by accident, 
and the youngeſt girl unawares diſcovered the ſecret, 
that Amy was the lady who haddone fo much for her 
and her brother. 

Amy was greatly confounded at it, but, as there 
was no remedy, ſhe made a jeſt of it: but taking 
them together one time, told them the hiſtory of 
their mother, beginning at the miſerable carrying of 
them to their aunt's; owned ſhe was not their mo- 
ther herſelf, but deſcribed her to them. However, 
when ſhe ſaid ſhe was not their mother, one of them 

| E - expreſſed 
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expreſſed herſelf very much ſurpriſed for the gin 
had taken a ſtrong fancy that Amy was really her 
mother, and that ſhe had, for ſome particular reaſon, 
concealed it from her) and fell a crying, and Amy 
had much ado to keep life in ber. 1 his was the girl 
who had been my cook in Pall-mall. When Amy had 
brought her to herſelf agair, ſhe aſked, what a ed 
her? The girl hung about her, and was in ſuch 
an - agony ſtill that ſhe could not be brought to 
ſpeak a great while; at laſt, having recovered her 
ſpeech, ſhe ſaid, O do not ſay you are not ny mo- 
ther! I am ſure you are my mother; ard then the 
girl cried again. Why child, ſays Amy, would » ou 
have me be your mother? if it be becaute I am {0 
kind to you, be eaſy, my dear; 1 will be as kind to 
you ſtill as if I was your mother. 

Amy was ſo heart-full with the diſturbance, that 
ſhe did not enter further into the e quiry as to wl.at 
made her ſo poſitive: but comes away and telle ne 
the whole flory. I was thunder-ltruck with 1tat firit, 
but much more afterwards ; tor the next time An.y 
went to ſee her, ſhe was the ſame thing, and rather 
more violent than ſhe was before. Amy endeavoured 
to paciſy her by all the ways imagivable ; why, tays 
Amy cannot you compoſe yourſelf and be caly, ard 
let me go on to do you good & ſhew you ki dns? 


Can you think if I was your mother I would wor tell 


you ſo? What wbimſy poſſeſies your md Ine 
girl told her in a few words, the knew wel: enough 
how it was: | know, ſaid ſhe, when you lei Eppu g 
that: you went over to France, and I know NO v 
w:th you nor did my lady. Roxana come back again 
with you - ard thus fhe run on Wan ſach d.\icour.c 
a5 put Am out of all patience, who raved at her, & 
UT, ber die world not che ner her any more, nor 
barg anything te co minus, be gie, a pajion- 
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her own child, ſhe muſt do as ſhe pleaſed. Then the 
girl fell into a paſſion of crying again as if ſhe would 


kill herſelf, . 

This girl's conduct terrified Amy and me to the 
laſt degree. But that which put Amy the moſt to it, 
was, that the girl told her, that he (meaning me 
her mother} had gone away with the jeweller, & into 
France, who after her mother fell into diſtreſs made 
much of her, and married her. 

Some time after, when Amy had almoſt perſuaded 
her out of it, and the girl began to be ſo confounded 
in her tories that they made neither head nor tail; 
the patorate creature flew out into a kind of rage, 
and ſaid to Amv, That if ſhe was not her mother, 
wadam Roxana then was; & then all this that Amy 
had done for her was by madam Roxana's order. 

However Amy brazened her oat of it all; & told 
her, weil, ſince you think you are ſo high born as to 
be any lady Roxana's daughter, you may go to her 
and claim your kindred. ; 

Amy was lo provoked that ſhe told me, ſhe 
to think 1t would be abſolutely neceſſary to murder 
her. That 2xpreſſion filled me with horror, and all 
the blood ran cnill in my veins. What, is the devil 
in you, Amy! ſaid I Nay, ſays ſhe, let it be the 
devil, or not the devil, if I thought ſhe knew one 
tittle of your hiſtory, 1 would diſpatch her if ſhe was 
my oon daughter.” And I, fays I, in a rage, well as 
| love you, would be the firit to put a halter round 
your neck, & ſee you hanged with more fſatisfaion 
than ever I ſaw you in my life; and then I called her 
curſed devil; and bid her get out of the room 

This thing gave me a terrible ſhock, for it hap- 
pened ſoon after | was married, and ſerved to haſten. 
my departure to Holland; for I would not have been 
ſeen, ſo as to be known by the name of Roxana, for 
10,000]. it would have been enough to have ruined 
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me to all intents and purpoſes with my huſband, & 
every one elſe too. | 

I] fet Amy to work to find out which way the git} 
had her knowledge; and more-particularly to learr, 
what ſhe really did or did not know, for that was the 
main thing with me. But what confounded my 
molt was, the giri's ſaying, ſhe was ture, if Amy 
was not her mother, the lady Roxana was, and that 
ſhe would go find her out. Adding, ſhe made ng 
doubt but ſhe cou'd find me, knowing where to en- 
quire my new huſband's name. | 

Amy came home and told me all the particulars; 
but ſure nothing was ſo ſurpriſed as | was, when ſhe 
told me the girl knew | was married, that ſhe knew 
my huſband's name, and would endeavour to find me 
out, I thought I ſhould have ſunk down at the very 
words. 

We found there was nothing to be done with the 

girl, but that ſhe was obſtinately bent upon ſearch- 
iog after me; ard l began to be more ſerious in my 
preparations for going abroad; but the following zc- 
cident pat me beſide al! my meaſures, and {truck 
me with the greateſt confuſion. 
Il I was fo near going abroad, that my ſpouſe had 
hired the great cabin of an Enyliſh merchant ſhip 
bound to Rotterdam; and all things being near tea. 
dy, be brought home the captain one day to dinner 
with him. After dinner we began to talk about the 
bip.and the conveniencies on board, and the captain 
prrſſed me earneltly to come on bo4rd and fee tat 
veilel .In-diſcourſe I happened to ſav, I hoped he bad 
na other pſf-ngers ; he ſaid, no, he had not; but 
added; his wiſe had courted him a good while to let 
her go over to Holland with bim: and, if I went, be 
thought to take his wife and her kſwomar, that 
they might both wait upon me; & it we would do 
him the honour to dine on board the next day, he 
would bring his wiſe, to make us beiter welcome. 
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Who eould have believed the devil had any ſnare 
at all in this; or that I was in any danger on 
ſuch an occaſion : but the event was the oddeſt that 
could be thought of, Amy was not at home 
when the invitation was made, and ſo was let out of 
the company; but inſtead of Amy, we took out ho- 
neſt friend the Quaker. Bat judge what an ancon- 
ceivable ſurpriſe J maſt be in when I went on board, 
and was brought into the cabin, to ſee the captain's 
wife, and another yuung perſon along with her, who 
had been my coox-mand in Pall-mall, and was my 
own daughter. If ever I had need of courage and a 
full preſence of mind, it was now: if the girl knew 
me 1 was undone; and to diſcover any ſurpriſe or 
diſorder had been to make her know me. The two 
ladies roſe up, aud we ſaluted, ſo I was obliged to 
come ſo near my girl as to kiſs her, which I would 
not have done had it been poſſible to have avoided 
it; but there was no room tv eſcape. As I went firſt 


towards the captain's wife, who was at the farther 


end of the cabin, I took occaſion to ſtand with my 
back to the light when I turned about to falute my 
daughter, wt.o ſtocd more on my left hand, ſo ſhe 
had not a full fight of me tho' I was fo near her. I 
trembled, and was in the utmoſt extremity between 
ſo many particular circumſtances as lay upon me, 


— I was obliged to conceal my diſorder from every 


y. 

After I had been upon the rack near half an hour, 
during which [ appeared ſtiff & reſerved, my ſpouſe 
and the captain fell intꝶ diſcourſe about maritime af- 
fairs, and the captain carried him out upon the quar- 
ter-deck, and left us all by ourſelves in the great ca. 
bin, Then we beyao to be a little freer with one a- 
nether, I thought I perceived that the girl did not 
know me, becauſe 1 did not perceive the leaſt diſor- 
der in her countenance, or change in her carriage; 
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and this greatly encouraged me. Bat I was ag:in 
eonfounded, when turning to the captain's wife, and 
diſcourſing of m e, ſhe ſaid, fiticr, I cannot but Una 
my lady to be very like ſuch a perlon. and then na- 
med the perſon. The captain's wie ſaid, the thought 


ſo too. The girl replied, She was ſure ſte had ſcen 


me before, but could not recollect where. I anſwer- 
ed, that I fancied ſhe had never ſeen me before in 
England; and aſked, if ſhe had lived in Holland. 
She ſaid no, ſhe had never been out of England. I 
returned, that ſhe could not have knows me then in 
England, unleſs very lately, for I had lin ed at Rot- 
terdam a great while. 

This carried me out of that part of the broil pret- 
ty well; and I began to be convinced that the girl 
did not know me; or, at leaft, that, tho' ſhe nad a 
little notion of me, ſhe did not think who I was. 

Thus this meeting went off, and I was reſolve 


the girl ſhould never ſee me again to revive her fan. 


cy; but ] was miſtaken there too. After we bad 
been on board, the ca;tain's wic carried us to ker 
houſe, and treated us again very handiomely, ard 
made us promiſe, that we would come again and ſee 
her before we went, to concert our affairs fer the 
voyage; for ſhe aſſured us, both ſhe and her fifier 


went the voyage for our company, Then, thought 


I to wyſelf, you will never go tie voyage at all: lor 
I ſaw from tnat moment it would be no ways con- 
venient for my ladyſhip to go with them. 
As I reſolved to put off the voyage, fo I reſglved 
to put off the viſit ; going upon this prin-.iple, that 
the girl had ſeen the laſt of me, and ſuould never ſee 
me more. 

However, to bring myſelf well oF, and to ſee, if 
I could, a irtle further into the matter, I {-nt the 
Quaker to make the promited viſit to the captain's 
lady, and to make my excuſe that I could not rofl. 
bly wait on her, for I was very much out of order; 
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and in her diicourfe, I bade her inſinuate to them, 
chat ſhe was afraid | cauld not go the voyage ſo ſoon 
as the captain might beobliged to go; and that per- 
haps we might put it off to the next voyage. 

She went and managed that part very dexterouſly, 


' tho' he knew no: a wo:d of the grand reaſon; but 1 


was dead hearted again, when {he ſaid ſhe could not 
underſtand the meaning of one thing in her viſit; 
which was, that the gizl was moſt impertinently in- 
quiſitive about who | was; how long I had been in 
England; where I had lived, and the like; and, that 
above all the-relt, if I did not once live at the other 
end of the town. I thought her enquiries ſo out of 
the way, ſa'd the Quaker, that I gave her not the 
leaſt ſatis faction; and, as I ſaw by thy anſwers'on 


board the ſhip' that thou didſt not 1ocline to let her 


be acquainted with thee, ſo I was reſo; ved ſhe ſhould 
no: be mach the wiſer for me. 

few days after my friend had made her viſit, tie 
captain's wife and my daughter cameto my lodging. 
Had not the Quaker happened te ſee them before 
they rung the bell, and told me whe was coming, 
they had clapped on me by ſurpriſe in the parlour, 
and had ſeen Amy with me. If that had happened, 
there would have been no remedy but to have taken 
the girl by herſelf and made myſelf known to her. 

They paid their vifit in form, & I received them 
as formally; but took occaſion two or three times to 
hint, that I was afraid I could not go to Holland fo 
ſoon as the captain muſt go off; and made my com- 
pliment how Cory [ was to be diſappointed of their 
company and aſſiſtance in the voyage. Then the 
Quaker put in, that, perhaps, I might de toa far gone 
(meaning with child) to think of venturing at all. 

After this and other chat had taken up ſome time, 
the young fool, begun her tattle; and two or three 
times fhe brought it in, that I was ſo like a lady ſhe 
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had the honour to know at the other end of the town, 
that ſhe could not put the lady out of her mind when 
| was by and once or twice the tears ſtood in her 
eyes. I aſked her if the lady was dead, becauſe ſhe 
ſeemed to expreſs ſo much concern for her. She ſaid, 
ſhe did not really know, but ſhe believed ſhe was. 
This a little relieved my tkoughts, but I was ſoon 
down again. When they came I wasin a kind of 
diſhabille, having on a looſe robe, much after the lta. 
lian way. Thisdrefs put the girl's tongue a running, 
and her ſiſter prompted it; for as they both admired 
my veſt, and were taken up much about the beauty 
of the dreſs, my girl put in a word to the captain's 
wife, this is juſt ſuch adreſs, ſaid ſhe, as I told you 
the lady danced in. What, ſays the captain's wiſe, 
the lady Roxana that you told me of? O] that is a 
charming ſtory, tell it my lady. I could not avoid 
ſaying ſo too, tho' I wiſhed her in heaven for namirg 
itz for I knew when ſhe came to deſcribe the Curk- 
iſh dreſs, it was impoſſible but the Quaker muſt per- 
ceive that mine was the ſame. | 
She began only in general, telling where ſhe lived, 
what grand company her lady kept, how they uſed 
to fit up all night gaming and dancing, what a fine 
lady her miſtreſs was, and what a vaſt deal of money 


the upper ſervants got; as for her, ſhe ſaid, her bu - 


ſineſs was in the next houſe, ſo that ſhe got but little, 
except one night, when there was 20 guineas given 
to be divided among the ſervants, and ſhe got two 
guineas and a half to her ſhare. Ihen ſhe told how 
many ſervants there weie, and ſaid, there was ane 


mrs. Amy over them all, who being her Jady's fa- 


vourite gota great deal; they were told, ſhe got a 
hundred guineas one night. 

I put in a word here, and ſaid it was a vaſt deal 
to give away : it was a portion for a ſervant. O ma- 
dam, ſays ſhe, that was ncthing to what ſhe gut at- 
terwards ; we that were ſervants hated her heartily 
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for it; that is to ſay, we wiſhed it had been our lot 
in her ſtead. 

Tuus far ovr diſcourſe of Amy went; but then 
the Quaker unhappily, but undeſignedly, put in 
a queition But I think thoa ſaideſt ſomething 
of thy miſtreſs; what didſt thou call her, Roxaha, 
was it not? 

Ay. ay, Roxana ſays the captain's wife; pray ſiſ- 
ter lex's hear the ſtory of Roxana, it will divert my 
lady, I am ſure. p 

was now under a new perplexity; for the young 
ſlut gave ſo exact an account of every thing in the 
dreſs, that my friend the quaker coloured at it, and 
looked two or three times at me to ſee if I did not do 
ſo too; for ſhe immediately perceived it was the ſame 
dreſs that ſhe had ſeen me have on: however, as ſhe 


ſaw I took no notice of it, the kept her thoughts to 
herſelf. | 
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1 I put in two of three times, that ſhe had a good 
1 memory, to be ſo particu'ar in every part of ſuch a 
thing. 

0 madam | ſays ſhe, we that were ſervants ſtood 
by ourſelves in a corner, but ſo as we could ſee more 
than ſome rangers. Beſides, it was all our talk for 
ſeveral days in the family, and what one did not ob- 
ſerve another did. | 

was no: at the end of my mortifications yet, fot 
row the (Quaker threw out an expreſſion which put 
me on tenters again. Says ſhe to me, this lady's ha- 
Mm bit, I fancy, is jutt ſuch an one as thine, And turn- 
N ing to the captain's wife, I fancy my friend has a fi- 
I ner Turkiſh or Perſian dreſs a great deal. No, ſays 
: the girl it is impoſſible to be finer, my lady's was all 
covered with gold and diamonds ; her hair and head 
dreſs ſhone like ftars there was ſo many jewels in it. 

I never wiſhed my friend out of my company be- 
1 fore, but I would have gave ſome guineas to have 
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been rid of her juſt now ; ſor being curious ip com- 
paring the two dreſſes, ſhc innocently began a deſ- 
cription of mine ; and after ſeveral fimilicudes, all 
very vexatious to me, out comes the motiou to me 
to let the ladies ſee my dreſs; and they joined their 
eager defires of it, even to importunity. 

1 defired to be excuſed, tho' I had little to ſay at 
firſt why I declined it. At laſt I ſaid, it was packed 
up with the other cloaths I had leaft occaſion for, in 
order to be ſent on board, but that if we lived to 
come to Holland tney ſhould ſee me dreſſed in it. 

At laſt 1 got rid of my vifito!s; and, as ſoon as 
they were gone I. tan up to Amy and told her thc 
Whole ſtory. Amy was jult giving her wrati a vent 
by calling the poor girl all the damned jadcs & fools 
ſhe could think of; when up comes the Quaker ſmil- 
ing, and ſays, Well, thou ert del. vered at lat; I am 
come to joy thee of it; 1 perceived thou waſt g rie- 
voully tired of thy viſitors. Indeed ſo I was; the ger! 
held us ail in a idle {tory ; I though ſhe would never 
have done with it. 

I think, ſaid the Quaker, ſhe hac ſome drift in ber 
long diſcourie ; there is omething in ker head, Lam 
ſatished of that. What, fays I, do you thin there is 
in it? Nay, ſays the Quader, it ſac had any view 
towards thee, that is no buſinets of mine; but ſhe 
ſaid, She ſeve a! times perceived the girl to be in di- 
order, and to reltrain hetſcl wich preat difficulty; 
that ſie often (.w tears in her eyes; and chat when 
I iaid my ſuit of Turkiſh cionths was put up, but they 
{nould (re it when we arrived in Holland, the heard 
her iay ſoftly, She would go over on purpole then, 


Atrer ſne had ended her obtervations, I faid, the 


girl talked & looked oddly ; but I could not imagine 
what ſue aimed at. Aimed at ſays, the Quaker, it is 
very p:ainiO we What ſte aims at; ſhe believes thee 
to be the ſame lady Roxana that danced in the Turk- 
ta veſt, but is not certain. Does ſhe believe ſo? 


Is 
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ſays I; if T had thought ſo 1 would ſoon have put 
her ont of her pain, Believe ſo! ſays the Quaker, 
yes: and [ warrant the girl will make thee another 
vitit about it. Will ſhe? ſays I; then I believe I 
ſhall downright affront her. No, thou ſhalt nat af- 
front ber, {ays ſhe, I will take thai part off thy hand, 
for I will affront her for thee, & not let her ſee thee. 

[ thought that a very kind offer, but was at a loſs 
how the would be able to do it. The thoughts of 
ſeeing her again half diſlr:ed me, not knowing the 
temper ſhe would come in, much lets in what man- 
ner to receive ter 

My huſband fell into diſcourſe „ ith me one morn- 
ing upon the ſubje& of my being ſo ill every day; 
and as he hoped J was with child, he would have me 
conſider whether I had not beſt alter my thoughts of 
the voyage to Holland; for that being ſea-fick, &, 
which was worſe, if a form ſhould happen might be 
dangerous, 

this was juſt what I wanted: for though I had a 
thouſand good reaſons for putting off the voyage, yet 
had a mind the motion ſnould come from bim He 
laid he could eaſily pacify the captais, by telling him 
the reaſ n of it : and if he made him ſome ſatifaction 
for ne diſappoin:ment, alt would be well. 

rte capian could not ſtay in town above a 
week; for his f. ip being alrrzdy full of goods, and 
fallen daun the river, ke muſt ſoon follow; fo 1 con- 
trived to carry my ſpouſe ſomewhere out of tewa, 1 


told him, that my pre ject, if he liked it, was to go 


to Tunbridge ; and he being entirely paſüve in the 
thing, agreed to it with the greate{t williugneſs, and 
appointed to be ready early in the morning to go 
with me to Tunbridge. 

It was but a few days after I was gone, th:t the 
impatient girl came to my lodgings on pretence to 
ſee how ] did, and to hear if I intended to go the 
voyage. My truſty agent was at home, and receiv'd 
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ker very coldly at the door: and told her, that the 
lady whom ſhe ſuppoſed ſhe meant was gore from 
her houſe. 

But the girl was not to be put off ſo. She ſaid, 
if the lady was not to be ſpoke with ſhe de- 
fired to ſpeak two or three words to her; ſaying, it 
was buſineſs of the laſt importance ſhe defired to ſee 
me upon, and cried very much. | 

Thou ſeemeſt to be ſorely afflicted, ſays the Qua- 
ker, I wiſh it was in my power to give thee any re- 
lief; but if nothing but ſeeing the lady will comfort 
thee, it is not in my power. 

I had no opportunity ſays ſbe, to ſpeak to her alone 
and I could not do it ia company; if I could have 
ſpoken bat two words to her alone, I would have 
thrown myſelf at her feet, and aſked her bleſſing. 

Thou terrifieth me, ſaid the Quaker with thy paſ- 
fionate expreſſions, for verily I cannot comprehend 
thee. 

O, ſays the girl, ſhe is my mother! ſhe is my 
mother! and does not own me. 

Thy mother! ſays the Quaker; and began to be 
greatly moved. I am altoniſned at thee: what doſt 

thou mean ? | 

I mean nothing but what I ſay, replied the girl; 
ſne is my mother, and will not own me. | 

Then the Quaker took the freedom to aſłk a few 
particulazs about this wonderful ſtory ; at which the 
girl beginning with the firit diſtreſſes of her life, went 
through all the. hiſtory of her miſerable education, 
her ſervice under the lady Roxana, and her relief by 
mrs. Amy; with the reaſons ſhe bad to believe, that 
the lady Roxana was her mother, and that the lady 


at the Quaker's houſe was the ſame Roxana ſhe had 


been ſervant to. 

My friend the Quaker ſaid, I cannot give any 
credit to thy notion of her being thy mother, and if 
| might counſel thee, it ſhould be to give over that 
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thought as an improbable ſtory, that only ſerves to- 
dilorder thee and dillurb thy read. 

Well, the girl rejected all this, and told her. She 
was rt ſolved to take ſu much knight-cerantry upon 
her as to vilic all the airing places in thi kingdom, 
and in Holland tov, o knd me; for ſhe was ſatisſi d 
ſhe coul ſo.curvince me of her being my own child 
that I would not deny her. * 

My faithful agent the Quaker failed not to write 
to me immediately. This lerier was incloied to Amy 
but it came ſafe to my hands ; and tho' I was alarm 
ed a little at it, yet I was not acquainted with the 
danger | was in of an immediate viſit from thi- teiz- 
ing creature till afterwards, and I run a greater riſk 
indeed than ordinat y. | 

At laſt I trnought fit to come away from Tunbridge 
but where to go I knew not. In Mort I went to a 
li:tle vi.lage, cailed Woodferd,on Epping Foreſt, & 
took iodgings in a private houle, where 1 lived re- 
tired about fix weeks, till 1 :nought the girl might be 
tired of her earch, and have given me over. | 

Here | received an account from my truſty Qua- 
ker, that the girl had really been at Tunbridge, bad 


found out my lodpings, and had told her tale there 


in a mo{t diſmal tone. That ſhe had followed us to 
London; but the Quaker had told her that ſhe knew 
nothing of it and admoniſhed het to be eaſy, and not 
to aunt after people of ſaſbion as if they were 
thieves. That ſhe might be aſſured if I was unwill. 
ing to fee her I would not be forced to it; and treat- 
ing me thus was the way effectually to diſoblige me. 


And with ſuch diſcourſes ſhe had quieted her; and 


15 that I ſhould not be much more troubled with 
- 


It was at this time that Amy talked of murdering 
the girl in ſo. ſerious a manner, & with ſuch an ap- 
parent reſolution of doing it, that ĩt put me in · a rage 
with ber and I turned her away. She was gone ; & 
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When I came to reflect, that now I had neither aſſiſ- 
tant nor confidant to ſpeak to, or receive the leall in- 
formation from, my friend the Quaker excepted, it 
made me very uneaſy. 
got my ſpouſe to take the coach one day & fetch 
my good quaker to me, on pretence of wanting ter 
company. And the next morning after ſhe came to 
me, io % uunſpeakable ſurpriſe I ſaw a hackney 
coach ſtop at the door where I lodged, & my daugh- 
ter in the coach all alone. It was a very good chance 
in the middle of a bad one, that my huſband had ta- 
ken the coach that morning, and was gone to Lon- 
don. 
My happy viſitor had more preſence of mind thin 
I, and aſked me, if 1 had adę no acquaintance a. 
mong the neighbours. I told her, ves. Well ſail 
| ſhe, go out the back way, ald j-ave the reſt to me. 
| And as | went out one way, my friend the Quaker 
went the other to receive the an welcome puct 
The girl made but little ceremony; & tat ing bi. 
tne coachman ring at the gate, gets out ot the coach 
and comes to the door, My Quaker went to her im- 
mediately, but put on all the gravity upon her coun- |} 
tenance that ſhe was miſtreſs of | 


When the Quaker came into the room, ſte ker: 
her grave countenance, but ſaid nut a werd: nor di 
my daughter ſpeak 2 good while After ſome time 
the gir! began, and ſaid, I ſuppoſe you knew we, 
madam ? 55 
Ves, ſays the Quaker, I know thee, and fo the 

dialogue went on. 

Girl, Then yon know my bufineſs too. 

£ uaker. No verily, I do net know any buſineſs 
thou canſt have here with me. | 

G. Indeed my buſineſs is not chiefly with you. 

2. Why then doſt thou come after me thus ar * 

G. You know whom I ſeek. 
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2. But why ſhauldſt thou follow me for her ? 
Thou knowelt that I aſſured thee more than once, 
that I knew not where the was. 7 

G. I doubt not but ſhe is in the houte. 

2, If theſe be thy thoughts thou mayit enquire in 
the aouſe, Thou haſt no more buſineſs with me. 
Farewell. 

G. I would not be uncivil. I beg you to let me 
ſee her. 

2. I am here to viſit ſome friends; and I think 
thou art not very civil in following me. 

G. If you knew my (iſtreſs you could not be ſo 
cruel. 

2 Thou haſt told me all thy ory, and I think 
i: night be more cruelty to telt thee than not to tell 
thee ; for 1 underitand ſue is reſolved got to ſee thee, 
and declares ſhe is t thy mother, 

C. Oh if 1 cco'd ſpeak to her, I would prove my 
relation ww der ſo, that ſhe couid not deny me any 
lug? * 

F © Well, but thou canſt not eome to ſpeak with 
er 

G T hope you will tell me if ſhe is here, I had a 
good account that you were come out to ſee her, & 
twat the ſent for you. | 

el much wonder who could give thee that ac- 
cuYut If] had come out to ſee her, thou haſt hap- 
pened to miſs the houlc; for I aſſure thee ſhe is not 
in this houſe, - | 

Here the girl importuned her again, with the ut- 
molt earneſtneſs, and cried b.tter:y ; inſomuch that 
the Quaker was greatly ſoftened at it, and perplexed 
with her a long time. At laſt the girl ſaid, ſhe would 
go back that atternoon, but would come again in two 
or three days, and ſearch that & all the towns round 
in an effectual manner; for, in ſhort, if I was in Eng- 
land or Holland ſhe would find me. And fo ſhe went 


away, | 


0 


r 

The tender hearted Quaker went keme the next 
morning, and | promiied follow hee But f cord 
not bring things io tear to make ry coming to | n- 
don ſo clear to my nuiband as I wou:, eve due; 
for he liked the place, and had a niind to way it 
was not apeinſt my inclination; to | wroc yy tr end 
the Quaker word, that I cou d tot come to wwn yet 
and that I could not think of beiug under fj1ics: to 
] put eff going for near a ſortaight. 

At the end of that time ſhe Wrote again, ip which 
ſhe void me, that ſhe had not lately ſeen the imper- 
tinent riltor, who had been ſo troubleſome, but ſhe 
had ſeen my traſty agent Amy, who 101d her, ſhe had 
cried for tx weeks without intermiſſion. Ihe Qua- 
ker gave Amy an accocni how troubleſome the girl 
hed bren, & to what fireights and perplexities | was 
driven by her hunting after nie hom place to place. 
Upon which Amy faid, that not with danding I was 
angry with her, and had uſed her ſo harc!y tar ſay- 
ing ſomething about her, yet there was an abſolute 


neceſſity of ſecuring ter, nd removing her out of 


the way; and that, without aſking my leave, ſhe 
would take care ſhe ſhould not trouble her miltrels 
any more. 


] was ſtruck, _ with a blaſt from heaven, at the 


reading her letter, I fell into a fit of tr:mbling from 
head to foot, and run raving about ne room like a 


mad woman. I had nobody to ſpeak to give vent 


to my paſſion, nor did | ſpeak a word for a gocd 
while, till; after it had almoſt overcome me, | threw 
inyſelf upon the bed, and cried out, Lord be merc:- 
ful to me, ſhe has murdered my chiid. With 
thar a flood of tears burſt out, and I cried venemently 
above an hour. 

Afterwards I went to the Quaker's, and there 1 
had the whole ftory of it ; & the gave me joy of my 
being rid of fueh a tormentor. 
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Rid of her! ſaid I. Ay, if I was rid of her fairly 
& honourably ; but I do not know what Amy may 
have done: ſure ſhe has not made away with her. 

O kie ! (aid the Quaker ; how canſt chou entertain 
ſach a natioa. No, no, made her away | Amy did 
not talk like that Thou mayeſt be caly ; I dare ſay 
Amy has ne ſuch thing in ber head. | 

[ mourned for the girl above a month, but finding 
Amy did not come near me, and that I muit put my 
affairs in a poſture that I might go to Holland, 1 
opened my mind to my dear truſty friend the Qua- 
ker, and placed her, in matters of truſt, in the room 
of Amy, except the grand reſerved artice of all, guat 


I was really the girl's mother, and the lady Roxana. 


There was no need of that-part being expoſed ; and 


it was always a maxim with me, That ſecrets ſhoald. 


never be opened without evident utility. 


There fell out a greatdifficulty here, which I knew | 


not how to get over; and this was, how to convey 
the uſual ſupply of money to the uncle aud the other 
ſiſter, who depended upon it for hee ſupport. And 


indeed, the' Amy had {aid raſhly, that ſhe would not 
take any more notice of the ſiſter, but would leave 
her to periſh, yet it was not in my nature, or Amy's 
either, much leſs in my deſign. 


And therefore I re- 
ſolved to leave the management of what I had reſer- 
ved far that work to my faithful Quaker. 


Amy had told them, that ſhe was nat their mother 


but their mather's maid, who carried them to their 
aunt's. That ſhe and their mother went over to the 


Eaſt Indies, and tbat there good things bad befallen 


them. That their mother was very rich and happy. 


That the (Amy) had married in the Indies; but be- 


ing naw. a widaw, and reiolving to come over 
once more to England, their mother had obliged her 
to enquire them out, & do for them as ſhe bad done. 
That now ſne was going back to the Indies again; 


but hag orders to do very handſomely for them, In 
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2 word, told them, ſhe had 2c05!. for each of them, 


upon condition they proved ſober, and married ſuitz. 
bly to themſelves. 


To this purpoſe the Quaker had full poſſe ſſion of 
the money ; and went firit to the honeſt man and h 


wife, and ſettled all matters wich them. When ſhe 


mentioned Amy, ſhe ſpoke of her as one who hae 
been employed by the mother of the girls, but wa: 

obliged to go back to the Indies, and had ſettled al! 
ſooner, if ſhe had not been hindered by the obſtinate 
humour of the other daughter. That ſhe had left in 

ſtructions with her for the reſt. But the other had 
affri ted her ſo much, that ſne was gone away with. 

out doing any thing for her ; and that now, if any 
thing was done, it muſt be by freſh orders from the 
Eaſt Indies. 


It is enough to mention bere, that as the ſettlin 


- thiz affair made way for my going abroad, notwith- 


ſtanding the abſence of Amy, ſo I left ſome hints for 
Amy too, which the good Quaker, if (ne ever ſaw 

again, was to ſnow her. Therein I particularly 
ordered ber to leave the Spittal-fields affair juſt as [ 
had done in the hands of my friend, and come away 
to me; upon condition, nevertheleſs, that ſhe gave 


the Quaker full ſatisfaQtion that ſhe had not murder- 


Aſter theſe things were fully ſettled, I reſolved to 


go to Holland, and take poſſeſſion of the title of 


counteſs as ſoon as poſlible ; in doing which I had a 
view of deceiving my daughter, were ſhe yet alive 


and ſeek ing me out. So one evening, as my ſpouſe 


and I were fitting together, I told him, that as there 
was no liketthood of my being with child, as I had 
reaſon to ſuſpect I was ſome time before, | was ready 


to go with him to any part of the world whenever 
h pleaſed. 


The next day at dinner, my ſpouſe aſked me, if [ 


perſevered in the reſolution of leaving England ; to 


1 


which | auſwered in the affirmative : well, ſays be, 
25 all my atfairs will not take up a week to ſettle, 1 
ſhall be ready to yo from London in ten Cays. 
When the Waker had heard how and when we 
were to go, the begged, as there would be a ſpare 
ſcat 1n the coach, to accompany us far as Dover, 
which we both readily coniented to. No woman 
could be a bettet companion, neither was there any 
acquaintance that we loved better, orthat could ſhew 
more reſpect to us. | | 
The morning before we (et out, my huſband ſent 
for a mauer coachman, and hired a handiome coach 
with ſix able horſes to go to Dover. The next morn- 
ning the whole family got up about five o'clock, & 
I, with my huſband's conſent made each of the qua- 
ker's daughters a preſent of a diamond ring of zol. 


value, and gave a guinea a piece to all the ſervants, 


When the coachman had packed up what boxes 
were deligned for our uſe ; we, namely, my ſpouſe, 
tne quaker, myſelt, and the waiting maid, all got 
into the coach; the footmen went on horſeback; and 
in this manner the coach drove away from the houſe, 
and I took leave of my lodgings in the Minories, as 
well as of London. 

When we came to Sittingbourne, we ſtopt at the 
beſt un in the town and dined there. We made up 
zi. los. for we cauſed the landlord, his wife, and two 
daughters to dine with us, Our landlady and her 
daught:rs,with a glaſs or two given to the cook ma- 
naged two bottles of white wine. This operated fo 
ſtrong upon one of tlee young wenches, that, my 
{,onic being gone into the yard, her tongue began to 
run; and cooking at me, ſhe ſaid to her mother, 
La! mother, how mucn like the ady, her ladyſhip 
i, that the young woman deſcribed, who lay here 
tae other night, and lad part of the next day, 'and 
tnen let forward to Canterbury. Tae lady, is the 
ſame perſon | am ſurel 


1 = K 
ny — . — * — 1 
COS 1 4 Aw ge 


n 


* _—_— — — 


PF 
. 


huſband in another apartment. 


116 ) 


This greatly alarmed me, and made me very un- 
eaſy ; for I concluded the young woman could be no 
other than my daughter, Who was reſolved to find 
me out whether I would or no. I defired the girl 
to deſcribe the young woman ſhe mentioned, which 
ſhe did, and I was convinced it was my own daugn- 
de. 

J left this town with a heavy heart, fearing my 
my daughter would infallibly find me out at Canter- 
bury ; but, as good luck would have it, ſhe had left 
that city ſome time before we came thither. This 
pleaſed me, and I reſolved to ſtay in Canterbury a 
day to view the cathedral, and ſee the antiquities of 
that city. But the anxiety of my mind on finding 
myſelf purſued by the girl, and the fatigue of my 
journey, had made me much out of order; my head 


acbed, and 1 had no ſtomach. 


This made my kuſband (Wo knew not the cauſe 
of my illneſs) and the Quaker very uneaſy ; & they 
did all in their power to perſuade me to eat any thing 
I could fancy. At length the lardlady of the wn, 
who perceived I was more diſturbed in mind than 
kick, adviſed me to eat a poached egg and a toaſt, 
drink a glaſs of ſack, and go to bed, and ſhe war 
ranted, the ſaid, I ſhould be well by the morning. 


This was immediately done, & I muſt acknowledge 


the ſack and toaſt cheered me wonderfully, and | 
began to take heart again; and my huſband would 
have the coachman in after ſuppen, on purpoſe to 
divert me and the honeſt Quaker, who poor creature 
was much more concerned at my misfortune than 1 


was myſclf. 


went ſoon to bed, but, tor fear I ſhould be worſe 
in the night, two maids of the inn were ordered i 
fit up in an adjoining cbamber, the Quaker and my 
waiting maid lay in a bed in the {ame room, and my 


0 
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Aſter a good night's repoſe, I was well recovered, 
to the great ſati: faction of all who were with me, & 
the next morning proceeded on for Dover, which 
place my daughter had left five days before. 

My ſpouſe aſked me how I ſhould chuſe to go on 
board: I deſired him to ſettle it as he pleaſed, tell- 
ing him it was a matter of great indifference to me, 
as he was to goalong with me. At laſt we ſettled it 
to go in one of the packets, and to hire the ſtate ca- 
bin to ourſelves. And ſoon after my huſband order- 


ed the landlord to ſend for one of the maſters of the 


packet boats, of whom we hired the great cabin. 
After dinner we entered into another diſcourſe, 
which was, the hiring ſervants to go with us from 
Dover to Calais, a thing frequently done by travel- 
lers. Our footmen ſet out this morning on their re- 
turn to London, and the quaker and coach was as 
go the next day. My new chambermaid, whoſe 
name was Iſabel. was to go thro' the journey, on 
ccndition of doing no other buſineſs than waiting on 


me. And we partly concluded to let the hiring men 


ſervants alone till we came to Calais. N 

To divert ourſelves, we took a walk after we had 
dined round the town, and coming to the garriſon, 
and being ſomewhat thirſty, we went into the ſutlerꝰs 
for a zlais of wine. A pint was called for & brought: 
but the man of the houſe came in with it, ravin 
like a madman. Do not be in ſuch a paſſion lands 


lord, ſaid my ſpouſe, pray what is the matter? O, 


nothing, fir, la) s he, but a young fellow in the ſut- 
iliag room, who I find has been a gentleman's ſer- 
vant, wants a place; and having ſpent all his money 
would willingly run up a ſcore with me, knowing T 
mult get him a maſter if ever I intend to have my 
money. Pray, fir, ſaid my huſband ſend the young 
fellow to me; if I ike him and can agree with him 
it is poſſible I may take him into my ſervice. The 
lancord took care we ſhould not ſpeak to him twice. 
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He went and fetched him in bimſelf, and my ſpouſe 


examined him before he ſpoke, as to his ſize, mein, 
and garb, The young man was clean dreſſed, of a 
midling ſtature, a dark complexion, & about twenty. 
{even years old. | | 

I hear, young man, ſays he to him, that you 
want a place? it may b, perhaps, in my power to 
ſerve you. Let me know at once what education you 
have had; if you have any family belonging to you; 
or if you are fit for a gentleman's place; can bring 
any perion of reputation to your character; and are 
willing to go and live with me in Holland. We will 


not differ about your wages. 


The young fellow made a very reſpectful bow, 


and addreſing himſelf to my huſband, Sir, ſays tc, 
in me you benold the eldeft child of misfortune, 1 
am but young, as you may ſee; and have no comers 


after me. I have lived with ſeveral gentlemen, fore 


of whom are on their travels; others ſettled in divers - 


parts of the world, beſides what ate dead ; which 
makes me unable to produce a character, Without a 
werk's notice to write to London: ard | ſhouly not 
doubt, by the return of the poſt, to let you fee ſome 
letters as would fati:fy you in any doubt about me. 


My education is very nuddhing, bring taken from 
ſchool before I had well learnt to read, write, aud. 


calt accounts. As to my parents, I canupt well give 
you an account of them; all | know is, that my 14- 


ther was a brewer, and by his extravagance run out 


a handſome fortune, and afterwards left my mother 
almoſt pennileſs, with hve children, of which L was 


| tne ſec ond, tuo not above five years old Me mo- 
ther knew not what to du with us, fo ſhe ſent our 


maid wi:h us all to a relation's, and there left us, & 
I never ſaw or heard of them any more. Indeed [ 
enquired among tne neighbours, and all that I could 
learn was, that my mother's goods being ſeized. ſhe 
was obliged to apply to the pariſh for relief, and died 


1 


with grief ſoon after. For my part, I was put to 
— ſiſter, who, by her c uel uſage, — — 
run away at nine years of age. Pray, fir, added he, 
Jet it ſuffice you, that I am perfectly honeſtz ſhould 
be glad to ſerve you at any rate; and altho' I can- 
not poſſibly get a good character from any one in this 
place, yet I defy the whole world to give me an ill 
one, either in private or publiclife. | 
If 1 had had the eyes of Argus I ſhould have ſeen 
with them all on this occafion. I knew tbat this was 
my ſon, and one that among all my enquiry I could 
never get any account cf. The Quaker ſceing my 
colour come and go, and that I trembled; faid, I 
verily believe thou art not well, -I hope this Kent- 
iſh air, which was always reckoned aguiſh does not 
hurt thee. I am taken very ill of a ſudden, ſaid I; 
pray let me go to our inn, that I may go to my cham- 


. 
Preſently after my huſoand came to ſee how I did, 
and finding me ſomething better, told me, he had a 


mind to hire the young man, for he thought he was 


honelt and fit for our ſervice, I believe, added he, 
he nas been ingenuous 1n his relation to me, and as a 
man who has cen great variety of life, & may have 
been the ſhuttlecock of fortune, the butt of envy, 
and the mark of malice, 1 will hire him when he 
comes here anon, as I have ordered him. 

When I knew he was to be hired, I refolved to be 
out of the wav at his coming. So about five o'clock 
| propoſed to the Q 'aker ro go on the pier and ſee 
tre ſhipping while the tea was petting ready We 
went aud took Iiabe} wit} us; and as we were going 
aiong 1 ſaw my ſon Thomas going to our inn. At 
our return, my ſpoule told me he had hired the man. 
Fray my dear, ſaid J did you aſk where he ever lived, 
or what his name is, Yes, repiied my ſpouſe, he 
ſays his name is Thomas —— : and as to places he 
men:cned ſeveral of good note, and among others 
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he lived with my lord in Pall-mall, next deo: 

to a great French lady, whoſe name he tells me wa, 

Roxana. 

We ſupped pretty late, and were very merry, for 
wy liuſband ſaid all the pleaſant things he could to 

divert me, and the Quaker kept up the converſation 

with great ſpirit. 

The next morning, after breakfalt, my ſon Tho. 
mas came to his new place, and appeared very 

When we were fitting together after dirner, the 
captain came to tell us the wind was very fair, and 
he was to fail at highwater, which would be about 
ten o'clock at night; and my ſpouſe aſked him to 
ſay and drink part of a bottle of wine, which he 
did. £ | 

We invited the landlord, his wife, and daughter, 
to ſupper with us, and having ſat about an hour af. 
terwards, the captain & ſeveral ſailors came to fetch 
us to the veſſel. The quaker would go to ſee us on 
board. Tears flowed from both our eyes, and! 
turned ſhort into the boat, while my Ruſband took 
his farewell, and then he followed me, and I never 
ſaw the quaker or Engiand any more. 

We were no ſooner on board than we hoifted Hil. 
The wind being fair we cut the waves at a prodigious 
rate till about tour o'clock in the morning ; when 
a French boat coming to fetch the mail, to carry it 
to the poſt houſe, we went on board the boat, and 
ſoon arriv-d at Calais. 

We had our boxes brought on ſhore, & got them 
to the fign cf the Silver Lion, a noted inn, and the | 
poſt - houſe of that place. Here we took a coach for | 
.ourſelves; & the next morning, having well refreſh- | 
ed ourſelves, we all, viz. myſelf, my ſpouſe, and 
chambermaid within the coach, and Thomas behind, 
ſet forward on our journey. 
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They go to Paris, Klein of their trawels, | Roxane? * 
daughter finds her out at the Hague ; and the Con- 
- ſequence thereof. , War | 


7E were five days on our journey from Calais 

to Paris, which we went through with math 

ſatis faction; for having fine weather and good at- 
tendance, we wanted nothing. BY 

When wearrived at Paris, we went to a merchant's 

houſe of my huſband's acquaintance in the Rue de la 

Bourle. This being a remote part of the city on the 


- ſouth ſide, & near ſeveral pleaſant gardens, I thought 


it would not be improper to be a little indiſpoſed, 
that my ſpouſe might not preſs me to ga and ſee the 
curioſities: and J had a tolerable pretence for my 
conduR, ſuck as the fatigue of our journey, be- 
ing among ſtrangers, &c. ſo we ſtaid at Parts eight 


days without going to any particular place; except 


one day to the gardens of Luxembourg, another'to 
the church of Notredame on the Iſſe of Paris, a third 
to the Hotel Royal des Invalides, a fourth to the 
gardens of the Thuilleries, a fifth to the ſuburbs of 
St. Laorence, to ſee the fair which was then hold- 
ing there, a ſixth to the gardens of the Louvre, a 
ſeventh to the playhouſe, and the eighth ſtaid all 
day at home, to write a letter to the Quaker, let- 
ting her know where | then was, and how ſoon we 
ſhould go forward on our journey, but did not men- 
tion where we intecded to ſettle, for indeed we had 
not ſettled that ourſelves. 

My ſpouſe hired a ſtage coach to carry us 
to the city of Menin, from whence he intended 
to go by Water down the river Lys to Ghent, and 


and there take coach to Iſabella Fort oppoſite the 
city of Anvers, and crofs = river at that place, & 


1 
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go by land to Breda; and as he had agreed and fet. 
tied this tour; I was jatisfied, and we iet out tte 
next day. We went through leveral handſon- 
towns and villages betore we took water und 
by water, we went round part of the city of Court. 
ray, and ſeveral fortified rowns At Anvers ye 
bired. a coach to Breda, where we laid two days to 
refreſh ourſelves, for we tad been very much 13 l. 
_.gaed. A; Williamſtadt was ſituated io as to be con- 
venient for our taking water Ior Rotterdam, we went 
- thither, and taking ſhipping, nad a late and ſpredy 
Voyage tO Rotterdam. 
As we bad Telolved i in our journey to ſettle at the 
Hague; we cid not intend to ſay, ionger io Rover: 


dam than while my huſband had ous wealth deli. 


vered to. him from the merchants it was col fi. ucd 


finiſhed we left the city of Rotteidam, and wen 
the Hague. 


Ion lived in a place whete — nobody, nei. © 
Eo ther waz I known, on which | was pietc; carelul who | 


. 1 became acg uainted wath. Our Circ umf.ance. Wee 

| . very 490d, my, huſband loving, to the greateit e- 
Btee, and, my ſervants retpectial 

| Was in .tis.Nappy, late of life when I wrote a 


Ketter. to the Quaker, iu which | gave her a Girect,on | 
where ſhe might, write to me; and about a fortnight | 


after ! received one from ber, Lhe. contents Wacreot 
iv ere as follow... | 


Nay | Dear, Friend, 
Have had occaſion to write to thee ſeveral tives 
fnce we ſaw each other, but as this is my tri 


Texter, ſo it thall contain all the buſineis thou would | 


know-— Wien | had been at kome a few cays, wy 


_ woman, mts Amy, came 120 lee me; ſo I roo her * 


10 OS as, thou orderedit, me, about a:urdeiing thy 
breten sed daughter, She declared her inuos ente, 


e 


— 


to. This butineſs. tock us up a month, and c wg | 
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fet.” | ** he had, | ured a falſe evidence to ſwear 
tre W 8 a and by that means had put 
ne her iuto priion, and afterwards feed the keeper to 
and prevent her ſending any letters or meflages to any 
itt. perſun Whatever This | ſuppoſe. was the reaſon 
ve thou thoughtelt ſhe was murdered, becauſe thou 
0 Vert relieved from her by this baſe uſage.  How- 
* ever. When 1 heard it, I checked Amy very much, 


. but was well faiisfied to bear the was alive After 
ent this, | did not hear from Amy for above a month, 
edy but, knowing thou wert ſafe, | ſent a friend to 

the debt and rcl-ate the priloner; which he did, but 
the was ſo indiſcreet to let her know who was the bene- 
1 ſactreſs. My next care was to manage thy Spittal- 
cii- 


kelds buſineſs, which I did with much 'exatneſs. 
cd 'The day that 1 received thy aſt letter Amy came t6 
vg WF me agun, and I rcag as much of it to her as ſhe was 
uo concerned in: and ſhe told me, ſhe would come to 

3 thee as ſoon as poſſible.— Juſt as ſhe was gone, that 
turbulent creature thy pretended daughter) eame to . 


me, to return thanks for the favour I had done ber; 
cle ſo l accidentally aid down thy letter in the window 
© WF . while I went to fetch her a glaſs of cordial, for the 

looked ſadly ; but before I returned | heard the 
e a ſtreet door ſhut, on which I went back without the 
on liquor, not knowing Who might nave come in: but 
gh miſting her, | thougnt ſhe might have gone to ſtand 
co 


at the door, and the wind had blown it too; but I 
Was never the nearer, the was tought for in vain. Sg 
when I believed ſhe was quite gone, I looked to ſee 
if I miſſed anv thing, & to. my great ſurpriſe found 
your letter was gone, which the certainly to'k and 
made off with. I was ſo terrified at this unhappy 
miſchance, that I fainted away, but would adviſe 
thee to prepare thyſelf to ſee her, for I verily believe 
the will come to thee. Before I went tofetch the vn- 
happy cordial, ſhe told me, that ſhe was Ae 
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daughter; that the captain's wife was thy ſecon; 
daughter, and her ſiſter; and that the youngeſt ſitter 
was dead: that there were two brothers, the elde$ 
of whom had never been ſeen by any of them ſince 
he run away from an uncle at nine years of age; 4 
that the youngeſt had been taken care of by a lady 
who kept her coach. She ſaid, ſhe Was a 
out of Whitechapel goal by the bounty of a cert: 
lady | in that neighbourhood. I hat ſhe did ſeek thi 
in.all the towns and villages between London and 
Dover, but not finding thee the went to Deal, and ui 
length, being wired of ſeeking thee, ſhe returned by 
Water to London; where ſhe was no ſooner arrive, 
than ſhe was arreſted & flung in the Marſhal ca pri. 
ſon, where ſhe lived in a miſerable condition. In 
this ſtate I was, ſaid ſhe, when you ſent & paid the 
debt. Alger ſhe bad related a'l this ſhe fell into a | 
fir, of crying, and broke out into loud exclamation; * 
againſt che people in England, Who could be ſo un- 
ae to arreſt her twice, when ſhe never owed a 2 
Oh Gy perion in her life. But, added ſhe, I } 
mot ſtay ia Bngland; 1 will go ro Paris, I krow 
_ mother did once live there; asd if | do not 
d her, I will, go all through Holand ; for 1 will 
out my mother of die in the purſuit.— I ſoul! 
be glad to hear of thine and thy ſpouſe's welfare, & 
remain, with muck ſincerity, T hy true friend. | 
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males: mx ſargoifa far a few minutes, tin! | 
ot into a ſummer hodſeſut the bottom of the garden, 
e vas ihut in, I ta ved, tore; farnted away, 

7 4 ore, PFay ed, cried: wiſhed, av.d promnted ; but it 
Mare nothing: owes now ſutk in to lee the A 
5 5 -of it, let what would happen. 

55 after my huſband came home, and percetv- 1 
410 been erying, aſked me the reaſon; | told | 
1 ad net ente beth lot joy and oro for, | 
"gp. have received due of the tendereſt letters 
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from Amy that was poſſible ſor a perſon to write, & 
ſhe tells me in it that ſhe will ſoon come over to ſee 
me, which ſo overjoyed me that I eried. 

About ten days afterwards, as we were fitting at 
dinner with two gentlemen, one of the footmen came 
to the door, and ſaid, my lady, here is agentlewoman 
deſires to ſpeak with you, who ſays her name is 
mrs. Amy. I no {ooner heard the name but I was 
ready to ſwoon, and ordered, the footman to call I- 
ſabel, and ,ak the gentlewoman to walk up fairs 
with ner into my dreſling room; whitker I ſoon fol- 
lowed, She kalied me for joy when ſhe ſaw. me, & 


I ſent iſabell down ſtairs, for I was in pain till I had 


lome private converſation witn my old confidant. 

There was ngt much ceremony between us before 
| Told ner all the materialcircumltances that had hap- 
pened during ver abſence, particularly how the girl 
had got my letter at the Quaker's. Well ſays Amy, 
| had nothing is to enſue, if ſhe lives, but your ruin; 
though, if J could have found her, after thy friend 
the Quaker diſcharged her from the Marſhalſea, I 
had laid a icheme to have bad her taken up for a 
theft, and by that means bave got her tranjported 
far fourteen years. She will be with you ſoon, Im 
ſure; I beleve lhe is now in Holland. 

While we were in this diſcourſe, ] found the gen- 
tlemen who dined with us were going; ſo we came 
down ſtairs, & I went into the parlour to take leave 
of them. When they were gone, my huſband told 
me, he had been talking with them about taking the 
title of count or earl oft — and, as an oportunity 
now offered, he was 20mg to put it into execution. 

[ tod him, I was ſo well ſettled as not to want 
any thing this world could aftord me, but the conti- 
nuance of his life and love, Well my dear, ſaid he, 
the expence will be but ſmall, &, as I promiſed you 
the ule, it ſhall not be long before the honour _ 
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be brought home to your toilette. He was as good 
as his word, for that day week he brought the pa. 
tent home to me in a ſma l box covered with critiion 
velvet, and two gold hirges Tete, my lady coun. 
teſs, ſays he, long may you live to enjoy that title. 
As I was ove day talking to Amy ma parlour, I 
ſaw my daugeter paſs by the window; and the Het 
door being open, ſhe came to the parlour doer, and 
opening it without any ceremony. came bold!y in. 
J was terribly amazed, and aſked her who ſhe 


wanted; but Am ; courage was quite loft, and ſhe 


fainted away. Your (eivant. my lady, ſaid the, [ 
thought 1 ſheuld never have hao the happineſs 20 
have ſeen you, till your agent the Quaker careleſ.}y 
left your letter in her window. H-wever, ſhe 18 a 
good woman, & relraſed me out of a gaol, in wh ch 


that baſe wreich pointing to Amy) cauſed me tu be 


confined. As ſoon as Amy recovered, ſhe flew at 
her like a devi, and between them there was ſuch a 
noife as alarmed the {ervant:, WhO alf came up to ee 
what was the matter. Amy had pulled down one of 
my huſband's ſwords, drawn it. and was juſt going 
to run her through the bog y as the lervacts came in. 
Some of them tecured Amy, others held che girl, & 
the reſt were buſy about me, to prevent wy fainung, 
but I fell into ſtrong fits; and in the interim they 


turned the girl oat of the houſe, who was fully bent 


on revenge. | 
My lord was gone a hunting, & when I and Amy 
were thoroughly come to ourſelves, we thought it 
moſt adviſeable to nd the girl out, and oo hes 2 
handſome ſum of money to keep her quiet. So Amy 
went out, but in all ter ſearching could hear nothing 
of her This made me very uneaſy, for I gueffed ſhe 
would contrive to ſee my lord before he came home, 
- and fo it proved. * 
My lord came not home all that night, but next 
morning about ten o'clock he rapped at the door, & 


„ 

dd the girl along with him. When it was opened, he 

a went into the great parlour, and bid Thomas go call 

on down his lady. This was the crifis; I now ſum- 

n- moned up all my reſolution, & wok Amy down with 
me, to ſee if we coul not baffle the girl. 


1 When we entered the room, my lord was walk- 
t ing very gravely about it, but with his brows knit, 
d and a wild confuſion in his face Pray, madam, ſays 
n. he, do you know this young woman? I expect a po- 
be MW fitiveand ſpceuy anſwer, without any equivocation, 
ne Really, my lord, replied I, to give you an aniwer 
[ as quick as you defire, I declare I do not. | 
'0 Do not. ſaid he, what do you mean by that? She 
ly teils me that you are hex mother, and that ner father . 
2 went away from you, and left two ſons and two 
h daughters beſides bericif, who were all ſent to their 
' © relations for provißon, after which you went away 
at BY with a jeweller to Paris. Do you kbow ahy thing 
2 of tis? | | 1 | 
e | My lord, faid the girl, there is mrs. Amy, who 
of was my mother's ſervant at that time, knows very 
8 well am the perton I pretend to be. Then ſhe gave 
n. him an account of every thing ſhe knew of me, even 
& in the character of Roxana, and deſcribed the diets 
7, ſo well that he knew it to be mine 
y Whenſne had gore thro! her ſtory, now, madam, 
it fad he, let me (ce if I cannot tell whether ſhe tells 


the truch in rclativn to you Whea I firſt became 
y acquainted with you it was ou the ſale of your jew- 
it els; you then paſſed for a jeweller's widow,” which. 
4 agree with her ſaying you run away with a jeweller. 
y In tne next place, yow would not conſent to marry 
"i with me about twelve years ago; I ſuppoſe then 
1 your real haſ-and was living ; for nothing elfe could 


J tally with your condeicenfiou to me in every othen 
article. Since that time your refuſing to come to 
: Holland in the veſici I provided for you, a diſtant ' 
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proſpect of your being with child. Now, ſays bes 
the ſays you were the identical lady Roxana, Who 
made fo much noiſe in the world, and bas even del- 
cribed the robe and head dreſs you wore on that oc- 
caſion, and in that I know ſhe is rigat. From all the 
circumſtances, I may be aſſured that you haye im po- 
ſed greatly upon me, and inſtead of being a woman 
of honour I find you have been an abandoned wretch 
who had nothing to recommend you but a ſum of 
money and a fair countenance, joined to a falſe un- 
relenting heart. 

Aſter this ſpeech he walked about the room in a 
confuſed manner, and turning to Amy ſaid, pray 
mrs. Amy, give me your judgment in this caſe, Uo 
you really think, as you knew them all trom child. 
ren, that this young woman is your lady's daughter? 

Amy ſaid at once ſhe believed the girl was my 
daughter; and I really think your man Thomas is 
her eldeſt ſon, for the flory he tells of his birth and 
education, ſuits exactly with our then czxcumiltances, 

Thomas was then called, and afced what he knew 
of his family; and he :zcpeatcd all as before, related, 

Indeed, ſaid my lord, it is my opinion that Tro- 

mas is one of your ſons, da gat yau think the ſame; 
addreſſing himſcif to me. From the oircumftances 
that have been related, my lod, {aid 1, I now believe 
that they are both my children. | 

Pray, ſaid my lord to my daughter, let me know 
what is become of your brothers and filters; give me 
the beit'account of them that you can 

She gave the fame account of herſelf which has 

been mentioned before; how ſhe was brought up by 
an aunt, and when of age went out to ſervice, and 
among the variety of places that fre lived at the la- 
dy Roxana's was one. She ſaid that Thomas was her 
mother's ſecond child; the third child, which was a 
daughter, lived with the relation ſhe did, and got a 
to wait on a young lady whoſe parents were 
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going to ſettle in France; ſhe went with them, and 
having flaid at *this gentleman's (who was a French 
mercbant) two years, ſhe was married with the con- 
ſent of the family the lived in, and ber maſter got 
her huſband to be captain of a French and Holland 
cbaſter. And this was the very perſon, ſaid ſhe, 
whote thip you hired to come to Holland in; bis 
wite was my own ſiſter, conſequently my lady's ſe · 
cond daughter. As to my xoungeſt ſiſter ſhe lived: 


with the uncle Thomas run away trom, and died of 


the ſmall pox ſoon after. My youngelt brother was 
put apprentice, when a gentlenoman (who Þ take 


to be mrs Amy] came to his uncle, and had him ta- 


ken from his maſter, & educated fit for a merchant, 
and then ſent lm abroad, where he is now ſettled, 
and in a fa way to get a larg” cftate. | 

When ſhe nad finiſhed her ciſeourſe, my lord curn» 
ed to me, and ſuid, that tince I who was her mother 
had neglected doing my duty, he would take it on 
h1m{-If to provide 50th for the girl and Thomas 
Adding, I mult rate care of the eaild I have had by 
you, of it wil! kave but an indifferent A o trull 
to in Cale of my deccaſe. 

This fin (hed the diſcourſe, and my lord a 
into his tady, leaving me, Amy, Thomas, and Su- 
annah together. We lat ſtaring at each other ſame 
tiße, when Amy ſaid, | iuppole my lady you have 
no further buſineſs with your daughter. No, ſaid I, I 


have nothing to kay to ber, only ſhe ſhall never be 


admitted into my preſer ce again. The girl burſt 
into tears, ſaying, pray, my lady, pardon me, for [ 
am certain, had you been in my circumſtances, —_—_ 
would have done tie very action J have. 

After this, I ſaid to T homas, keep what has bein 
faid to yourſelf, [ will fpeak to you by and by. I 
then withdrew, leaving Amy with Suſannah, who 
foon difmiſled her, and followed me, 
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CHAP. XIX. 
The marriage of Roxana's daughter. She and her 
 Buſband go tothe Indies. 
AIV lord carried his reſentment ſo far that we 
- parted beds; and, in every other reſpect, 
kept himſelf ſo referved that I ſeldom had an oppor- 


Amy lay in my chamber ; and one morning 


were talking of what the ſervants could ſay of the 


diſturbance in the family. Pho! ſaid Amy, never 
trouble your head about that, fer family quarrels are 
ſo common in noblemen's houſes, both here and in 


England, that there are more families parted, both in | 
bed and board, than live lovingly together. Itcan | 
be no ſurpriſe to the ſervants, & if your neighbours * 
would hear of it, they will only think you are imi- 


rating the airs of nobility, and have more ot that 


blood in you than you appeared to have when yuu } 


and your lord I'ved happily together. 


The time, I own, went flugpiilily on; I had no | 


company but Amy and Iiabeſ; for it was given out 
ameng the nobility and gentry, that I was very mi ch 


indiſpoſed, as I thougut it a very improper ume ci- 


ther io receive or pay viſiis. 
In this manner I hived a month, and although 1 
went morning, noon, & right into my lord's apart- 


ment to ice him, I ſeldom had a quarter of an hou; 's | 
diſcourſe with bim; and ſometimes his gen enhan 


would be {ent to tell me that his lord was buty but 


that I fourd was only to prevent my going to bm | 
when he was in zun ii humour, The fervent> com- 
plained every day, as I heard by Amy, that his ord- 
mp eat little or nothirg, and would ſometimes ſhed 3 
tears when he fat down by bimſelf o m als And 


thought he looked very thm, & lad cvery ocher fn 
of a gneved or broken kgart. 


| „ | 
My daughter eame again to my lord one morning, 


and {laid with him in bis ſtudy near two hours. In 
the evening, when I went to him as uſual, he ſpoke 


to me in a freer ſtile than be bad done fince our 


breach, Well, madam, ſaid he, I think I bave pro- 
vided for your daughter. As how, my lord, pray 
will you let me know. Yes, ſaid he, as I have rea- 
ſon to think you will be concerned to hear of her 
welfare in any ſhape] will tell you. I have recom+ 
mended her to a gentleman who is going factor for 
the Dutch Eaft India company, to the coaſt of Mala- 
bar; and he, on my character, and the promiſe of 


2 good fortune, will marry her very ſoon, for the 


companies ſhips ſail in about twelve days; ſo in a 
fornight, like a great many mothers in the world, 
you may rejoice at having got rid of one of your 
children, though you neither know where, how, or 
to whom. 5 


[ waited with the greateſt impatience for this 


marriage, and uten I fonnd the day was fixed, I 


made bold to z my lord if 1 ſhov!d be prefent in his 


chamber when the ceremony was performed. But 
this favuur was denied me. The wedding was per- 
formed in the evening in my Jord's preſ nee; and 
be permitted nobody ro be there but a ſiſter of 
the bridegroom's, and Thomas (now my lord's ſecre- 
tary or chiet clerk) who was brother to the bride, & 
by wy lord's order gave her away, After the cere- 
mony was over, they all ſu-ped together, and the 
fortune, which was two thouſand paunds, was paid, 
Next morning my lord :ſked we, if I was willio 
to ſee my daughter before the ſailed for the Indies. 
My lo d, ſaid I, as the ſee ing her has been the oc- 
caſion of tbis great breach between us, ſo if your 
lordſhip will let me have a fight of ber, and a recon- 
eiliation with you at the ſame time, there is nothing 
tan be more deſirable to me. 
F6 Madam, 
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Madam, ſaid he, I would have you ſee your daugh- 
ter to be reconciled to her, and give her your bleil- 
ing at parting ; butour reconciliation will never be 
compleated till one of us approackes the verge of life 
if then; for l am a man that never fergive without 
ample amends, which is not in your power to make, 
uhleſs you can alter the courſe of nature and recal 
time. | 

On hearing him declare himſelf ſo openly, I told 
him, that my curſe, inſtead of my bleſſing, would 
purſue my daughter for being the author of all 
the miſchiefs between us. And finding I was ging 
to give way to a very violent paſhon, which would, 
perhaps, have been worſe for me, ſo Ileft the room 
and went up to my own chamber, not without vent», 
ing bitter reproaches both againſt my daughter and 
her unknown huſband. | 

The day ſhe went on ſhipboard ſhe breakfalled 
with my lord; and the coach being ordered to the 
door, my daughter and her hutband, the huſband's 
ſiſter, and my ion Thomas, all went into it, in order 
to go to the houſe of a rich uncle of the bridegroom 5, 
where they were to dine, and wy lord went there in 
a ſedan about an hour alter. After dinner they all 
went on board the Indiaman, where my lord and 
Tnomas ſtaid till they were ready to ſail, and tien 
came home in the coach together. 


CHAP. XX. 


Roxahies fon Thomas is frovided for, and goes t1 
5 * Virgina. | 

EXT morning, when I went to ſee my lord, 

N ke told me, that as he had handfomely pro- 

v;ded for my daughter, his next care ſhould be to 

provide for my ſon Thomas. in a handſome manner, 


before he concerned himſelf with the care of the fon 
he had by me, 


- 
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My lord aud I lived with a ſecret diſcontent of each 
other for near a twelvemonth before 1 found any[pro- 
viion made for my ſon Thomas, and then 1 found 
that my lord bought him a very large plantation in 
Virgima, and was turniſhing him out to go chere in 
a handiome man er. He alto gave him tour quar- 
ter arts in four large Welt Indiamen, in Whien he 
boalded a large quantity of meiciaaid.ze to trafſick 
with when ke came to the end of his voyage, 

The laſt article to be mauaged was to eugage my 
ſon a wife before he left Holland, Ic happened that 
the gentleman Win was the ieher of the plantattof, 
had been a Virginia planter many years, but bis life 


being in ce dec came o Tholiand-WHh intent 


to icil the plantation, Lizis gen leman vad brought 
over the pictuies of all bis faulty, wich he hewed 
my lord who on i2eiing the daughter's picture, alk'd 
how eld ſhe was. Ny lord, repi.ecd the planter the is 
twenty-two years of age. My lord then aſked my 
ſon if ne could like that yourg lay tor a wite. No- 
ting, my lord, taid Ihomas, 20d lay me under a 
greater obligation, than your loruſhip's procuring me 
ch a lady. 0 
Now, Ur, ſays my lord, what do you ſay to a 
match between this young gentleman & your daagh- 
ter? their ages are agreeable ; and if you can or will 
give ker more fortune than he nas, nis ſhail be aug- 
mented, | 


this generous propoſal of my lord's pleaſed the 


p-4ntcr to the laſt degree, and he declared, that no- 


thing could make him happier, tor he wa: certain the 
young gentleman was as good 4 wan as he appeared 
be; and the marriage would be a great ſatisſaction 
to his wife, who would not only have the pleaſure of 
ſeeing her daughter ſettled on what was our heredi- 
tary. eſtate, but allo fee her married to a man of ſub. 


ſtance, And, ſays he, I will give 10,000], as a por- 
tion with her; and when the young gentleman's ſor- 


et 
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gold equipage, with my lord's picture dans N 
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time is Joined to that, I believe he will be the richeſt 
man in the whole American colonies of his age. 

It was then confidered between my lord & Tho- 
mas, that no woman, with a quarter of that fortune 
would venture herſelf over to the Weit Indies with 
a man who had ten times as muck ; ſo it being hint- 
ed to the planter that my lord had agreed to the 
propoſals, they promiſed to meet the next mornin 
to (etrle the affair; which according they did, a 
a lawyer was {-nt for to draw up the writings tor tlie 
marriage (ett ement, &c. 

There was nothing now remaining but my ſon's 
departure, & great diſpatch was made that e might 
{ail in one of his own ſhips, and take advantage of 
an E g iſh convoy, which was almoſt ready to (ail, 
My lora ſent ſeveral valuable preſents to my ſon's n- 
tended wife, as did ber father; and I ſet t her a cu- 
riou ſet of china, with a blver tea kettle and amp, 
tea pat, ſugar-difk, cream pot, tea ſpoons, &c. and 
as my lord had ſent a gold repeater, I added to it a 


it. 

A few days after my ſon came to take leave of me. 
by my lord's order, and at parting wi'h him I fed 
abundance of tears, to think I was then in an almoſt 
ſtrange place, no child that could come near me, ard 
under diſpleaſure of my lord, that I had very little 
hopes of ever being friends with him agaia. 

My 'ife did not mend after my ſon was gore, al! | 
could do would not perſusde my lord to have any 
free converſation with me; & it was at this juncture 
that the fooliſh jade Amy, who was now advanced in 
years, was caught in a converſation with one of my 
lord's men, which was not to ber credit, Thu 
coming to bis ears, ſhe was turned out of the houſe, 
and never ſuffered to come into it again during ni 
life time, and I dared not to ſpeak a word for her, 
left he ſhould retort, like miſtreſs like maid. 
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I heard nothing of Amy for the firſt three months 


after ſhe left me, tilt one day as I was N 
out of a dining room window, I ſaw her paſs by, & 
ſhe looking up at the houſe ſaw me ; I made a mo- 
tion to ker to ſtay a Intle about the door, and, in 
the mean time, 1 wrote a note and dropped it out of 
the window, m whick I cold her how | lived in her 
abſence, and deftred her to write to me. 

Soon After I received a letter from her, in which 
ſhe told me. that ſhe had opened a coffee houſe, & 
furniſhed the upper part of it to let out in lodgings; 
that ſhe kept two maids and a man, but that trade 
did not anſwer as ſhe had reaſon to expect, and ſhe 
was willing to leave it off, & retire into the country 
for the reſt of her ife, but was continually barrafled 
with ſuch cilturbanee in ner conſcience. as made her 
unkt to reſolve upon any thicg, & wiſhed that there 
was a poſubility ro ſee me tbat ſhe might open ber 
mind to me with the ſame freedom ſhe uſed to do, & 
have my advice. 


CHAP. XXL 


Prxana's huſband is ſeixrd with a conſumption, makes 
i. 9 4 
a will, and ſoon after airs, 


POUT this time it was that I perceived * 
lord began to look very pale and meagre, & 

Had a notion be was going into a conſumpiion but 
dared not tell tim to for ſear he ſhould tay I was 
daily /coking for bis death, and was now over- 
joyed that I vow faw-a ſhadow. of it; ; nevertheleſs 
ne oon began to nd bimfeit is a very bad Rate of 
bealth. Had he died then without making a will 
it had been well for me, but he was not 10 near 


death as that, and the diſorder, which proved a 


conſum ption, held him vine 2 20 $hroe 4 
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ſituated both for air and proſpect, and had a man & 
maid to attend him; but though 1 begged on m 
knees to attend him, 1 could not get tit favonr 
granted. | d 3 
Before he went out of town, be locked & ſealed 
up every raom-1n the houſe, excepting my bed-cham- 
ber, dreſſing room, and one parlour, and all the 
rooms and offices befonging to the ſervants! and as 
| he had all my tubitanec1n hts power, | was ina very 
poor ttate for a coume(s, a d began fincere!y to with 
{ had never ſcen hm after 1 ved io bappily at the 
Quaker's. tor notwithfardingiour eftates when we 
firſt married, wnen jotacd ogerber, amounted to 
33701 per annum, ard rear 18.0c0} in ready mo- 
ney, beſides jeweis, plate, & goods of a conſiderable 
value; yet it was row cwindled to about 1000). a 
year, & our home ock, viz. 18,000l. wa: ently 
gone. For betides a handiome torture my lord had 
given my daughter, and a very noble one to my ion, 
be had fling timicif into trade to the Eaſt and Wo 
Indies, and had ſultained many great nd uncommeon 
loſſes, occaſioned by his mercnandize bemg motly 
ſhipped in Engliſh bottoms, ard that nation declaring 
war with the crown of Spain, he was one of the fir! 
and greateſt ſufferers by that power. | 
As my lord's weakneis encreaſed fo his ill temper 
encreaſed alſo,” I could do no nothing to pleaſe him, 
& began to think he was only vexed becauſe. he found 
it was his turn to go out of the world firſt. | Ihe 
phyſician told him to fertle his affairs as foon as he 
conveniently could; for, ſays he, although your 


death is not certain, yet ſtill your life is very pre- 


carriogs. 

The firſt thing he did after this, was to fend for 
the ſon he had by me from the univerſity, and he 
came the week afterwards. The next day my lord 
came home, & {ending for fix very eminent men who 


He now took country lodgings. mat delightfully | 
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lived at the Hlague, ne made bis will, and ſigned it 
in the preſence of them all; and they, with the 
chaplain, were appointed the executors of it, and 
guardians of my fon. | 5 
As [ was in a great concern at his making his will 


— 


unknown to me, and before we were friends, ſo 1 
thought it too ſer110us a matter not to ſpeak about. 5 


did not know who to apply to firſt, but, after mature 
deliberation, ſent for the chaplain, and he coming to 
me, I deſited kim to give me the beſt information 


de could concerning it. My lady, ſaid he, ou 


cannot be ſo unacquainted with the duty of my func- 


tion, and the truſt my lord has repoſed in me, but 
vou mult know ] ſhould be highly criminal in relat- | 


ing any thing of that nature 10 any one. All that I 


can ſay on this head is, that I would adviſe you to. 


make iricnds with my lord as ſoon; as you can, and 


get him to make another will, or elſe take the beſt; 
care of yourſclf you poflibly can; for I aſſure your, 


lady hip, if my lord dies, you are but poorly pro- 
vided for. 


Theſe laſl words of the chaplain moſt forcibly a- 


larmed me; I knew not what to do; but at laſt 1 


went to m. lord's chamber. After,enquiring how he. 


did, and hearing he was far from well, I told him, 
I heard he had made bis wiil. Ves, {a.d he, I have, 
and what thea? Why, wy lord, replied 1,1 thought, 


it would not have been derogatory to both our ho- 


nours for you to have mentioned it to me before you 
did it, and have let me know in what manner you. 
jutended to ſettle your eltate, this would have been, 
but acting lke a man to his wife, even had you mar- 
ried me without a fortune; but as pou received ſo 
handſomely with me, you ought to have conſidered, 
It was my ſubſtance, as well, as your own you were 
diſpoſing of. | 
i lord looked ſomewhat ſtaggered at what I ſaid, 
and, pauſing a while, anjwered, that he thought, & 
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5 
looked upon it as a granted opinion, that after a 


man married a woman, all that ſhe wa: in poſſeſlion 


of was his, except he had made a. prior writing or 
ſe;tlement. Beſides, my lady, acded he, I have mar- 
ried both your chi ldren, and given them very no- 


ble forrune”, efpecially your ſon; I have alſo ta 


very great loſſes in trace both by land and ſea ſince 
you delivered your fortune to me; and even at this 
time, not wituſtanding the appearance we make in the 
world, I am nor worth a third of what IG as when 


we came te ſettle in Holland. And then here is our 


own ſen ſha l be provided ſor in a handſome manner 
by me, for | am very certain there will be but 
little care taken ot him if I leave any thing in your 
power tor that purpeſe, witnefs I homas and Sulan» 
nah. 

My lord, ſaid I, I am not come into ycur cham- 
ber to know what care you have taken of our chi d. 
I doubt cot but you have acted like a father by it, 
What | wou!ld be informed in, is what I am to 


depend upon in caſe of your deceaſe, which, 


however, | hope may be a great many years 
og ye: You need not coacern yourſelf about that, 
ſaid he, your fon will take care that you ſhall not 
want; but yet | will tell you too, ſaid he, that it 
may prevent your wiſhing for my death. I have, in 
my will left all | am poſſeſſed of to my ſon, excepting 
about 15,00]. out of which there is zool. for you, 
gool. among my executors. and the other. gool is to 
bury me, pay for my funeral expences, and u bat is 
ov-rplus | have ordered to be equally divided amorg 

my ſer vant . 

I thought I would dae ſunk when J heard him 
pronounce thoſe words. I raved like a mad woman, | 
and, at the end of wy d ſcourſe, told him, that I dd 
not value what could nappen to me, even if I was | 
forced to beg my bread, for I would _ the teſt of | 
my own character. 


2 


n ee ns 
My lords Geath' began to be the daily diſcourſe of 
the family, l'thought'ne m ght be more reconciled, 
if I entered in the arguments again which we had 
togetser before, but al I could ſay was of no avail 
t:!] 1 impuriuned bim on my knees with a flood of 
tears Madam, {33d ne, what ould you have me do, 
Do, my lord, ſaw 1, only be ſo tender to my years 
& circuriitances as to after your well; for I declare 
| | nad tachet Be à beggar than live under my ſon's 
| ETD TE IE mn 
| | ſaw the lawyer come out of the chamber 
firſt; but was aþove akiag h m any queſtions The 
next were” the executors and chaplam; I aſked the 
[ lan now*th-y came to have words; he did not auſ- 
. wer me directly, but begged to know Whoſe plealure 
it wa to pave the covicil annexed, It was mine, fir, 


- replied I, ande it wade nie very unea'y before I could 
. have th- fayour g anted He only replied by ſaying, 
. ah, poor lady I the favour as you are plealed to term 
o it is cot calcu ated (or any benefit to you . think the” 
l, worſt you can of 1t. | 6 
's Toe nexc day, the phy ficiars told my lord, it was 
t time for wm to ſettle his worldly affairs, and prepare 
ot fur herzafier. When I heard this, I went into his 
W chamber, and kneeling by his bed ſide, kifſed him 
in wito greatcarneſtneſs, an begged him, if | had ever 
'g diſobi ged him in any reipect to forgive me. He 
u, ſighed, and aid he mol treely forgave me: and, as 
10 he had but a few minutes to live, be boped I would 
18 retire, and leave him with our ſon and the chaplain. 
"g Thea viddzng me a long farewell, | withdrew to m 

f chamber almoſt arowned in tears My ſon : 
im lowed me out, leaving the chaplain with his fat) 
in, offering up his prayers to heaven, which while be 


lid was doing, my lord laid his head gently on the pil- 

vas low, and turning on his left fide, departed without 

et WF fo much as a groan, in the fifty-feventh'year of his ; 
age. | 


they 


har 
As foon as he was dead, the executors met together 
to open the will and take care of my ſon's effects. 
was prefent when it was read; but how terribly | 
was frightened at hearing the codicil repeated, any 
one may imagine bf the ſubſtance of it; which was 
to this effect. That if I had any more given me af. 
ter his deceaſe than the 50 ol. he bad left me, the 
pool. left to the eXecutors, and 10001. of my ſon's 

eſtate, was to be given to ſuch poor families at the 
Hague as were judged to be in the greateft want of 
it, But this was not all, my ſon was tied to much 
harder conditions, for if it was known bat he gave 
me any relief, let my condition be ever 10 bad, ei- 

ther bimſelf, hy his order, or by any manner of de- 


© Vice, way, or contriyance he could think of, Ce half 


his eſtate, which, was particularly Werbe Was 
to, devol' ve to the executors for ever, dif they 
granted me ever ſo mall 2 favour, thay, Was (0 
bee ually divided among the feveral ah Where 
15 ed for the benefit of the poor. 

Any perion would have been ſurpriſed to bave ſcen 
how we ſat all ftaring at each other, far” though it 
Was fighed | by all the executors, they knew not tue 
convents of it till it was publickly read, excepting the 
chap pain, and he had told me the ea had better 
yever beep added. | 
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— er with the mi ſeni es . — of 


Ae N. and lor maid Amy full into. 


Was now i a fine dilemma, had the title of coun- 

| teſe, with zoo |. and nothing elle to ſubſiſt on, 
ut a very my wardrobe of cloaths, which my ſon 
and the exeeutors did not look. upon as my late 
lord's property, and which, indeed were worth tre. 


ble Wan had left me. 


(14 
1 immediately removed from the lodgings, and 
left them to bury the body where they 1780 pro- 
per, & retired to a private genileman's houſe about 
a mile from the Hague. I was now reſolved to find 
out Amy, & went to the houſe where ſhe had lived; 


; but finding the houſe empiy, enquired for her among 
: | the neighbours, who gave, various act ounts of what 
L had HYecome offer: but ohe of them nad 2 03754 120 
1 lett at hi houſe where ſhe was removed. I went to 


the place, and found the houle Hut up, anc all the 
mw. ve broke, the ſign taken down; and che rails, 
and benches taken from before the door. However 

as nobudy knew me here, | went into a ſnop to buy 


ic ſome triflcs, and aſked who had lived in the oppakite 
+ ' houſe. Really, madam, ſays the woman, I do not 
y well know, but it was a woman who kept 1e for 
» gentlemen; ſhe went on in this wickedneſs for ſome 
— time, till a gentleman was robbed chere of a watch 
= and his diamond ring, on which the women were all 
** taken up, and committed to the houſe of correction, 
i but the young ones are now at liberty, and keep 
5 about the town. Pray, ſaid I, what may have be- 
CG come of the old beaſt that could be the ruin of the 
= young creatures? Why, I do not well know, fays 
ſhe, but I have heard that as all the goods were ſeiz'd 
upon, ſhe was ſent to the poor-houle, but ſoon after 
appearing that ſhe kad the French diſeaſe to a violent 
degree, was removed to an hoſpital to be taken care 
of of, but I believe ſhe will never live to came out; & 
if ſhe (Nould be fo fortunate, the young gentieman 
ws that was robbed, finds chat ſhe was the guilty, perſan, 
= and intends to proſecute her to the utmoſt rigour of 
on the law); and he is a young perſon of a very great 
lata fortune. e ae. "us RES e 
SN I was ſadly ſnrprized to hear this character of Amy 


for I thought whatever houſe (be kept, that the high 
Lay of her blood was over, but 1 found that ſhe.was 


*Unwillibk to be taken Tor an old woman. 


. „„ 
A few, days afier I wept pretty near the place 
Where I beard ſhe was, a'd hired a poor wew an to 
go andengquue hew Amy — did, and u bether ſhe 
was likely to do well; the woman bruught me word 
that the matron ſaid, tbe perſon whem | e£quired 
after died two days before iu a {aiivaiicn, and wes 
-buricd the laſt n ght. 
I was ſorry to bear of Amy* unhappy and miſer- 
able e d, or when ſhe fit came wic my fervice he 
was a ſober girl, very witty ans br:{k, but never 
impudent, and her notions ig genera, Wee prog, ti] 
niy forcing her av it were (0 Lave an 1wtiiguewitl, the 
jewel er. 
A few days after hi- I went to ſee my fon, tle 
earl of ——, te received me na very courteous 
| Manner, abd we filled toyetier recs an hour vpon 
general things, but bad no particular diicourie uv, on 
my ate lura's effects Among other things, he tod 
me, his guardians had adviſed hum to go to the ni— 
" verſity tor four years Jon er, when e vould b. of 
age ard his ellate ſymewhat 1cprired, fed þ in, 
if u would be leoked upon as an eucronhine! up- 
on his father's will, f took Ilabel te live with we, 
No, my lady, repled he, as Ihe will be cite fed 
froo; me, ſhe is certainly at full. liberty to do tor 
herlelf as well and as ſcon as the p-fiib'y can 
TI had now myſelf ard Ttabe! to provice for hand- 
ome lodgings to keep, and notbirg but my privc- 
pal money to live on, | mcan what I had in ny pec- 
*ket at my lord's death, for I had net received my 
. jen began to thick What way of lite it weuld 
be beſt for nie to fall into; and having been long re- 
volving in my mind, | at lait fixed on merchand-:ze 
at the moft genteel and prefitable. Aecordinyly, | 
went to a merchant, who had been an intimate of 
my lite iord, and letting him know how my circum- 
© Rances were, he hearti'y condoled wi h me, and told 
me, he could help me to a ſhaze in two veilels, one 


( 143 ) 
gaing a trading voyage, the other a/privateeriog. I 


reſolved by the mercaant's advice to have a ſhare in 
the trader, and the next day he perivadec me to be 
conccrued in me pri vater. B. ing teld tnat the rwo 


ſhares wouid come to i500l 1 went to the executors 


and received ay 500l. and, in two day, diſpoſed of 


a many of my cloaths as fetched near 11001 which 


jo. Heu to the above lum, carried to tue merchant's, 


wacre writings were drawn & deliveted tie me. The 
trader was iv weil manned and armee, a wel! es the 
privateer, that tne partner's would not co ſent to in- 
{ure them, and out they both tallcu, tno' rom diffe- 
rent port, and | depended un geiting a good eftate 
betwcen them. h 

A bu ut two months after, news was Curren' about 
the Hague of a privaicer ad nerclantman raving 
an cnggenrent 19 the Viednerrantan, in which ac- 


1 


tion Hoe ide pirvateer ard racer were loſt Scon 
Ka tet tnew names e knows, & my partners {#ond 


they wer! bo heut ſteipe; but unnappi y ting tne 
der taric © loars, and having ncverfeen ont another 
they hat v vr (mart engageu:ent, uli tre privatcer 
wa unt by « ſhot between wind a d water, & the 


trader ben wp. There were on'y two hands of 


the trader, and (hree of the privateer who eſcaped; 


and they all met at the houle of one ot the partners, - 
ana coatirmed the melaucholy flory, and to me fatal 


loſs. 

Hzving but little money and few cloaths leſt, I 
propoted to Iſabel, who would bve with me Hu, to 
remove from my !odgings, and retire to Amſterdam ; 
wnere, being unknewn, | might turn myteit into 
ſome little way of be ſineſs, and work for that bread 
which had too often been quand red away upon tri- 
fles. Aud to haben my removing to An Herdam, I 
recollected I was involved i debt, and my creditors 


threatened me daily with an azreit io make me gay 
them, 


är 1 


Mea 
1 Toon diſcharged my lodgings, and went with 
Iſabel to Amſterdam, thinking to give up all I could 
raiſe in the world, by the ſale of every thing I had, 
and go into one of the Proveniers Houſes, Where l 
ſhould be ſettled for lite; but as I could not produce 
money enough for it, I turned it into a coffee houſe, 
near the Stadt Houſe, where 1 mignt h. ve done uch. 
But a ſoon as I was ſettled one of my Hague credi- 
tor arte ſted me for a debt of 751. and not having a 
friend in the world to advance the money, I was, in 
aà ſhameful & deſtitute condition, carried to the com. 
mon gaol, where poor Iſabel followed me with tho. 
wers of tears, leaving me inconſoleable for my great 

mi:furtunes. 1 
e 1" 8 
De continuation of the life of Roxana, by Jialel Jun. 


Jon, who had been her waiting maid. 


After my lady was thrown into goal, ſhe gave ber 
mind up whojly to devotion, was a fincere penitent, 
and in every action had the behaviour of a chriſtian. 
By degrees all the things ſhe had in the world were 
ſold, and ſhe began to fad an inward decay on her 
ſpirits. In this interval ſhe repeated to me al} the 
paſſages of her ill ſpent iife, & thoroughly repented 
of every bad action. And having, as ſhe believed, 
made her peace with God, ſhe died of mere grief, on 
the ſecond of July, 1742, in the ſixty fifth year of 
ber age; and was decently buried by me in the 
ehuret-yard belonging to the Lutherans, in the city 
of Amſterdam 
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